
sondheim company script

sondheim company script represents a cornerstone of modern musical theatre,
showcasing the intricate work of Stephen Sondheim. This script is essential for anyone
interested in the production, study, or appreciation of the musical "Company." As one of
Sondheim's most celebrated works, the script combines innovative storytelling with
complex character development and sophisticated lyrics. Understanding the elements of
the Sondheim company script offers insight into its narrative structure, thematic depth,
and musical composition. This article explores the origins, key features, and availability of
the script, as well as considerations for performers and directors. The detailed
examination will also cover the importance of the script in theatrical history and its
influence on contemporary musicals.
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Overview of the Sondheim Company Script
The Sondheim company script is the written blueprint of the musical "Company," which
debuted in 1970. It contains the dialogue, lyrics, and stage directions that guide the
production team, cast, and crew. The script plays a crucial role in translating Stephen
Sondheim's vision into a live performance. It balances textual storytelling with musical
interludes, providing a seamless integration of book and score. The script is noted for its
nonlinear narrative and episodic scenes, which challenge traditional musical theatre
conventions. Understanding this script is vital for a comprehensive grasp of the musical’s
artistic and structural innovations.

Components of the Script
The script includes several key components that contribute to its uniqueness:

Dialogue: Conversational exchanges that develop character relationships and plot.



Lyrics: Poetic and often complex words set to music, written by Sondheim himself.

Stage Directions: Instructions for movement, expression, and technical elements.

Scene Descriptions: Settings and transitions that establish mood and context.

Historical Context and Creation
The creation of the Sondheim company script coincided with a transformative period in
American musical theatre during the late 1960s and early 1970s. Stephen Sondheim
collaborated with book writer George Furth to craft a musical that reflected the
complexities of modern relationships and urban life. The script’s development was
influenced by a desire to move away from conventional plot-driven musicals toward more
character-centric, introspective narratives. The innovative structure of the script marked a
departure from linear storytelling and introduced a fragmented, vignette-style format. This
approach allowed for a deeper exploration of themes such as commitment, loneliness, and
human connection.

Collaborative Process
The script's creation was a collaborative effort involving Sondheim, Furth, directors, and
producers. This teamwork ensured that the script not only served the story but also
accommodated musical and theatrical demands. Revisions and workshops played a
significant role in shaping the final version of the script, emphasizing the importance of
adaptability and creative input during development.

Script Structure and Format
The Sondheim company script is characterized by its unconventional structure, which
eschews a traditional linear plot in favor of a series of interconnected scenes centered
around the protagonist, Bobby. The format highlights individual moments rather than a
continuous narrative arc, reflecting the fragmented nature of modern relationships. The
script’s structure allows for flexible staging and interpretation, making it a favorite among
directors looking to explore innovative theatrical techniques.

Nonlinear Narrative
Unlike traditional musicals with a clear beginning, middle, and end, the company script
presents a mosaic of episodes. Each scene functions as a standalone vignette that
contributes to the overall theme without necessarily advancing a chronological storyline.
This nonlinear approach challenges audiences to piece together the emotional and
psychological portrait of the central character.



Integration of Music and Dialogue
The script seamlessly weaves Sondheim's intricate lyrics with spoken dialogue, enhancing
character development and thematic expression. Songs such as "Being Alive," "The Ladies
Who Lunch," and "Marry Me a Little" are embedded within the script, providing emotional
depth and narrative insight. The balance between dialogue and music is essential to
maintaining the script's rhythm and impact.

Thematic Elements in the Company Script
The script of "Company" explores numerous themes that remain relevant today,
contributing to its enduring popularity. Central motifs include the nature of relationships,
the fear of commitment, and the search for identity. The script examines these themes
through the interactions between Bobby and his circle of friends, each of whom represents
different facets of romantic and social life.

Exploration of Commitment
The fear and complexity of commitment are recurring themes throughout the script.
Bobby's internal struggle with marriage and relationships is depicted through
conversations and songs that reveal his ambivalence. The script captures the tension
between the desire for connection and the fear of losing independence.

Social Commentary
The script also serves as a social commentary on urban life and interpersonal dynamics in
the late 20th century. It critiques societal expectations and norms around marriage and
happiness, encouraging audiences to reflect on their own experiences and values. The
nuanced dialogue and lyrics underscore these thematic concerns without resorting to
overt moralizing.

Character Analysis Through the Script
The Sondheim company script offers detailed insight into its complex characters, each
contributing to the narrative's emotional texture. The protagonist, Bobby, is surrounded
by a diverse cast including his married friends and various romantic interests. The script
provides a platform for exploring their personalities, motivations, and relationships
through dialogue and song.

Bobby: The Central Character
Bobby’s character is intricately developed through the script’s episodic scenes, revealing
his emotional vulnerabilities and contradictions. The script's nuanced portrayal allows
actors to explore the depth of his internal conflict and growth. Bobby’s journey is reflected



in the progression from detachment to a tentative embrace of intimacy.

Supporting Characters
The supporting characters in the script serve as mirrors and foils to Bobby, each
embodying different attitudes toward love and life. Their interactions with Bobby enrich
the narrative and provide varied perspectives on the central themes. The script allocates
distinct voices and traits to each character, ensuring their individuality and relevance.

Availability and Usage Rights
Accessing the official Sondheim company script requires consideration of copyright and
licensing agreements. The script is typically available for purchase through authorized
distributors or rental for theatrical productions. Unauthorized copies are illegal and
undermine the rights of the creators. Understanding the proper channels for obtaining the
script is essential for legitimate use in performance or study.

Purchasing the Script
Official versions of the Sondheim company script can be acquired in print form or as
licensed digital copies. Purchasing the script ensures access to accurate, unaltered text
suitable for professional or academic purposes.

Licensing for Performance
Theatrical productions must secure rights through appropriate licensing agencies before
using the script. These licenses specify terms regarding performance dates, venues, and
royalties. Proper licensing supports the continued creation and dissemination of works by
composers like Sondheim.

Practical Applications for Performers and
Directors
The Sondheim company script serves as an indispensable tool for performers and directors
engaged in mounting productions of "Company." It provides the foundational material for
rehearsals, character study, and staging decisions. Familiarity with the script’s nuances
enhances interpretive choices and overall production quality.

Preparation and Rehearsal
Actors use the script to learn lines, understand character motivations, and develop
emotional arcs. Directors rely on the script to design blocking, pacing, and integration of



musical elements. The detailed stage directions and dialogue cues guide the creative
process throughout rehearsals.

Interpretation and Adaptation
The flexible nature of the script allows for varied interpretations, making it suitable for
diverse production styles. Directors can emphasize different themes or character
dynamics based on the script’s openness to reinterpretation. This adaptability contributes
to the musical’s lasting relevance and appeal.

Use the script to analyze character relationships and emotional beats.1.

Incorporate the script’s stage directions into blocking and choreography.2.

Balance dialogue delivery with musical performance as indicated in the script.3.

Consult the script for pacing to maintain narrative coherence.4.

Respect licensing terms when distributing or performing the script.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of Stephen Sondheim's musical
'Company'?
'Company' is a musical that explores the life of Bobby, a single man in New York City, as
he reflects on his relationships and the concept of marriage through a series of vignettes
involving his married friends.

Who wrote the script for 'Company' and what is its
significance?
Stephen Sondheim wrote the music and lyrics, while George Furth wrote the book (script)
for 'Company'. The script is significant for its non-linear structure and innovative
storytelling that examines modern relationships.

How does the script of 'Company' differ from traditional
musical scripts?
The script of 'Company' is non-linear and episodic, focusing on character studies and
thematic exploration rather than a continuous plot, which was innovative for its time.



What themes are explored in the 'Company' script?
The script explores themes of marriage, commitment, loneliness, and the complexity of
adult relationships in contemporary society.

Has the 'Company' script been revised or updated since
its original production?
Yes, there have been several revisions and reinterpretations of the script, including a
notable gender-swapped version premiered in recent years that re-examines the themes
from a different perspective.

Where can I find the official script for Stephen
Sondheim's 'Company'?
The official script can be found through licensed theatrical publishers such as Samuel
French or MTI, or in anthologies of Stephen Sondheim's works.

What role does the script play in the musical structure
of 'Company'?
The script provides the narrative framework and dialogue that connects the musical
numbers, allowing for character development and thematic depth.

How does George Furth's writing style influence the
tone of the 'Company' script?
George Furth's writing is witty, insightful, and often subtle, contributing to the
sophisticated and sometimes bittersweet tone of the show.

Are there any notable monologues or scenes from the
'Company' script that are popular for auditions?
Yes, Bobby's introspective monologues, as well as scenes involving his interactions with
his friends, are frequently used in auditions due to their emotional complexity and depth.

What is the historical importance of the 'Company'
script in American musical theatre?
The 'Company' script is historically important for breaking conventional storytelling norms
in musicals, paving the way for more concept-driven and character-focused works in
American musical theatre.



Additional Resources
1. "Sondheim on Sondheim: Conversations with the Composer"
This book offers an in-depth look at Stephen Sondheim’s thoughts about his work,
including insights into the musical *Company*. Through interviews and essays, readers
gain a deeper understanding of Sondheim’s creative process, lyrical craftsmanship, and
the thematic complexity that defines *Company*. It’s an essential read for fans who want
to explore the mind behind the music and lyrics.

2. "Company: The Complete Libretto and Production Notes"
This comprehensive volume includes the full script of *Company*, alongside detailed
production notes, stage directions, and historical context. It provides readers a front-row
seat to the original Broadway production, revealing how the show was staged and
interpreted. The book is valuable for theater enthusiasts, directors, and actors interested
in the nuances of the script.

3. "Finishing the Hat: Collected Lyrics (1954–1981)"
Stephen Sondheim’s lyrical work from many of his musicals, including *Company*, is
compiled in this book. It provides the full lyrics to the songs in *Company* with
Sondheim’s personal annotations and reflections on his writing process. This collection
illuminates the poetic and narrative strength of the show’s songs.

4. "Looking for the Company Script: A Study of Structure and Themes"
This analytical book dives into the narrative structure and thematic elements of the
*Company* script. It explores the non-linear storytelling, character development, and the
exploration of relationships and urban life in New York City. Scholars and students of
theater will find this academic study insightful.

5. "The Stephen Sondheim Encyclopedia"
A comprehensive reference guide covering all of Sondheim’s works, including a detailed
entry on *Company*. This encyclopedia includes background information on the musical’s
creation, key characters, and its place in Sondheim’s career. It serves as a useful resource
for anyone researching *Company* or Sondheim’s oeuvre in general.

6. "Company: A Director’s Guide"
This book is designed for theater directors and includes advice on interpreting the
*Company* script, casting suggestions, and staging ideas. It discusses the challenges of
presenting the show’s episodic format and how to bring out its emotional depth. The guide
also includes rehearsal tips and notes on music and choreography integration.

7. "Stephen Sondheim and the Art of Musical Theatre"
Focusing on Sondheim’s broader impact on musical theater, this book dedicates a chapter
to *Company* as a pivotal work in his career. It examines the musical’s innovative
approach to storytelling and character exploration, highlighting how *Company* broke
new ground in the genre. The book situates *Company* within the evolution of modern
musical theater.

8. "Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim"
This collection focuses exclusively on Sondheim’s lyrics, featuring those from *Company*
with commentary on their meaning and construction. It provides insight into how the
lyrics function within the script to drive narrative and develop character. Readers



interested in the poetic aspects of *Company* will appreciate this detailed exploration.

9. "Broadway’s Company: Behind the Scenes of a Landmark Musical"
This behind-the-scenes account chronicles the making of *Company*, from its initial
conception to its Broadway debut. It includes interviews with the creative team, cast
members, and production staff, offering a rich narrative about the challenges and
triumphs involved. The book gives fans a deeper appreciation of the collaborative effort
behind the script’s success.
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