
song here comes peter cottontail
song here comes peter cottontail is a classic Easter tune that has delighted audiences
for decades with its catchy melody and festive theme. This song has become synonymous
with springtime celebrations and Easter festivities, often played in homes, schools, and
public events during the holiday season. The song’s cheerful lyrics and upbeat rhythm
make it a favorite for children and adults alike. In this article, the origins, cultural impact,
and various renditions of "Here Comes Peter Cottontail" will be explored in detail.
Additionally, the significance of the song within Easter traditions and its role in popular
culture will be examined, providing a comprehensive understanding of this enduring
musical piece.
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Origin and History of the Song Here Comes Peter
Cottontail
The song here comes peter cottontail was first introduced in the mid-20th century,
originating as a novelty Easter song that quickly gained traction across the United States.
Written by Steve Nelson and Jack Rollins in 1949, it was composed to celebrate the Easter
holiday through the character of Peter Cottontail, a playful rabbit who delivers Easter
eggs. The song’s debut performance was recorded by Gene Autry, a popular American
singer known for his country and western music style. Autry’s version of the song helped
cement its place in American holiday music history due to his widespread fan base and the
song’s appeal to families.

Background of the Songwriters
Steve Nelson and Jack Rollins were prolific songwriters with a knack for creating
memorable and engaging tunes. Their collaboration on here comes peter cottontail
produced a song that combined catchy lyrics with a lively melody, aligning perfectly with
the cheerful mood of Easter celebrations. Nelson and Rollins had previously worked on
various other children’s songs and holiday-themed music, which contributed to the
success of this particular song.



Initial Reception and Popularity
Upon its release, the song here comes peter cottontail was met with enthusiasm from
radio stations and record buyers. Its playful depiction of an Easter bunny hopping through
meadows and delivering eggs resonated with audiences, especially children. The song
quickly became a seasonal favorite, played alongside other traditional Easter music and
becoming a staple in Easter celebrations across the country.

Lyrics and Musical Composition
The charm of the song here comes peter cottontail lies in its simple yet engaging lyrics
paired with an upbeat melody that encourages sing-alongs. The lyrics narrate the joyful
arrival of Peter Cottontail, who brings Easter eggs and happiness to children. The
repetition of the chorus and the rhythmic structure make the song easy to remember and
enjoyable to perform.

Analysis of the Lyrics
The lyrics prominently feature Peter Cottontail as a symbol of Easter joy and renewal.
Phrases like “hip, hop, hippity hop” mimic the hopping motion of a rabbit, further
enlivening the narrative. The song also references traditional Easter activities such as egg
hunting and the arrival of spring, connecting the tune firmly to the holiday’s themes.

Musical Elements
Musically, the song is composed in a major key, which contributes to its bright and
cheerful tone. The tempo is moderately fast, promoting a sense of excitement and
celebration. Instrumentation often includes guitar, piano, and light percussion,
complementing the vocals without overpowering the lyrics. The melody is easy to follow,
making it accessible for children’s choirs and family sing-alongs alike.

Cultural Impact and Popularity
Since its first recording, the song here comes peter cottontail has become an integral part
of American Easter culture. Its enduring popularity is evident in its frequent airplay during
the Easter season and its inclusion in various holiday music compilations. The song’s
influence extends beyond music, inspiring a range of Easter-themed merchandise and
media.

Influence on Easter Celebrations
The song has helped popularize the character of Peter Cottontail as a central figure in
Easter folklore, alongside the Easter Bunny. It has contributed to the festive atmosphere
during Easter events, often being used to accompany egg hunts, parades, and children’s



parties. This association has reinforced the song’s role in family traditions and community
celebrations.

Presence in Media and Advertising
Over the years, the song here comes peter cottontail has been featured in numerous
television specials, commercials, and animated programs. Its recognizable tune and theme
are frequently employed to evoke the spirit of Easter in various media formats. This
widespread usage has helped maintain the song’s relevance in popular culture and
introduced it to new generations.

Different Versions and Covers
Multiple artists and performers have recorded their own versions of the song here comes
peter cottontail, each bringing unique stylistic interpretations to the classic tune. These
renditions span genres and decades, showcasing the song’s versatility and broad appeal.

Notable Cover Versions
Gene Autry’s original recording remains the most iconic version, but other artists such as
Burl Ives, The Ray Conniff Singers, and various children’s music groups have also
produced popular covers. Some versions incorporate orchestral arrangements, while
others emphasize vocal harmonies or add playful sound effects to enhance the Easter
theme.

Modern Adaptations
In recent years, the song has been adapted into contemporary styles, including pop and
rock renditions, to appeal to modern audiences. These adaptations often retain the core
melody and lyrics while updating the sound to reflect current musical trends. Such
versions contribute to the song’s continued popularity and accessibility.

The Song’s Role in Easter Traditions
The song here comes peter cottontail plays a significant role in reinforcing and enriching
Easter customs. Its depiction of the Easter Bunny’s journey and the joy of egg hunting
aligns with longstanding holiday practices, making it a musical representation of Easter’s
festive spirit.

Use in Educational Settings
Educators frequently use the song in classrooms to teach children about Easter traditions
and to encourage participation in holiday activities. The simple lyrics and engaging melody



make it an effective tool for cultural education and seasonal celebration.

Integration in Family and Community Events
Many families incorporate the song here comes peter cottontail into their Easter
celebrations, playing it during egg hunts, meals, and gatherings. Community events, such
as parades and festivals, also feature the song as part of their programming to enhance
the festive atmosphere and bring people together.

Enhances the joyful mood of Easter festivities

Promotes engagement in traditional Easter activities

Serves as a musical symbol of spring and renewal

Supports educational efforts about holiday customs

Connects generations through a shared cultural experience

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the song 'Here Comes Peter
Cottontail'?
The song 'Here Comes Peter Cottontail' was written by Steve Nelson and Jack Rollins in
1949. It was popularized by Gene Autry and has since become a classic Easter song.

Who originally performed 'Here Comes Peter
Cottontail'?
Gene Autry originally performed 'Here Comes Peter Cottontail' in 1950, and his version is
one of the most well-known recordings of the song.

What is the theme of the song 'Here Comes Peter
Cottontail'?
The song celebrates the Easter Bunny, Peter Cottontail, and his role in delivering Easter
eggs and joy to children during the Easter holiday.

Why is 'Here Comes Peter Cottontail' popular during



Easter?
The song is popular during Easter because it features the character Peter Cottontail, a
beloved Easter Bunny figure, making it a festive and fun tune for the holiday.

Has 'Here Comes Peter Cottontail' been covered by
other artists?
Yes, 'Here Comes Peter Cottontail' has been covered by many artists over the years,
including Burl Ives, Mervin Shiner, and contemporary performers, keeping the song alive
across generations.

Additional Resources
1. Here Comes Peter Cottontail
This classic children's book brings to life the beloved Easter bunny character, Peter
Cottontail. The story follows Peter as he prepares for Easter, delivering eggs and
spreading joy to children. Its charming illustrations and rhythmic prose make it a favorite
for springtime reading.

2. The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter
A timeless story about a mischievous rabbit named Peter who ventures into Mr.
McGregor's garden despite warnings. The book combines gentle humor with beautiful
watercolor illustrations, teaching lessons about curiosity and obedience. It has been
cherished by generations of young readers.

3. Easter Bunny's Assistant by Jan Thomas
In this humorous picture book, the Easter Bunny gets some unexpected help from a
mischievous assistant. Filled with playful rhymes and vibrant illustrations, it captures the
spirit of teamwork and holiday fun. It's a delightful read for children eager to celebrate
Easter.

4. Peter Rabbit's Easter Egg Hunt by Emma Thompson
Join Peter Rabbit and his friends as they embark on an exciting Easter egg hunt through
the countryside. This story emphasizes friendship, adventure, and holiday traditions.
Bright illustrations and engaging text make it perfect for early readers.

5. Hop, Skip, and Jump: The Easter Bunny's Journey by Lila Green
This book tells the adventurous tale of the Easter Bunny as he travels across towns to
deliver eggs and treats. With its lively narrative and cheerful artwork, it celebrates
perseverance and kindness. A wonderful story to read aloud during Easter celebrations.

6. The Easter Egg by Jan Brett
A beautifully illustrated story about a young bunny named Hoppi who wants to make the
most beautiful Easter egg in the forest. Jan Brett’s detailed artwork complements the
heartwarming story about creativity and determination. It’s a perfect Easter read for
children and families.

7. Peter Cottontail's Springtime Surprise by Molly Baker



Peter Cottontail prepares a special surprise for all his woodland friends to celebrate the
arrival of spring. This joyful story highlights themes of friendship, generosity, and the
beauty of nature. The bright, colorful illustrations bring the spring setting to life.

8. The Bunny Who Found Easter by Charlotte Zolotow
A gentle story about a little bunny discovering the meaning of Easter beyond eggs and
candy. It offers a thoughtful perspective on kindness and renewal associated with the
holiday. The poetic language and soft illustrations create a soothing reading experience.

9. Peter Cottontail's Big Easter Parade by Sarah Miller
Follow Peter Cottontail as he organizes a festive Easter parade in his village, filled with
music, dancing, and surprises. The story celebrates community spirit and holiday
traditions, engaging children with its lively plot and colorful images. It’s an uplifting book
for the whole family.
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