songs to play on clarinet

Songs to play on clarinet are an essential part of any clarinetist's repertoire, whether you are a
beginner, intermediate, or advanced player. The clarinet is a versatile woodwind instrument known
for its warm, rich tone and wide range, making it suitable for various musical genres including jazz,
classical, and pop. In this article, we will explore a variety of songs that not only highlight the
clarinet's unique sound but also challenge and inspire players to hone their skills.

Why Choose Songs for Clarinet?

Playing songs on the clarinet is a powerful way to develop your musicality, technique, and overall
enjoyment of the instrument. Here are some reasons why selecting songs to play is beneficial:

e Skill Development: Learning songs helps improve your finger dexterity, breath control, and
embouchure.

e Musical Expression: Playing songs allows you to express your emotions and connect with
your audience.

¢ Repertoire Building: A diverse range of songs expands your repertoire, making you a more
versatile player.

e Fun and Motivation: Playing music you love keeps you motivated and excited about
practicing.

Genres of Music for Clarinet

The clarinet can be played across various musical genres. Here are some popular genres along with
examples of songs that work well for clarinetists:

Classical

Classical music is foundational for many clarinetists, offering a wide range of pieces that showcase
the instrument's capabilities.

1. Mozart's Clarinet Concerto in A Major, K. 622
- This concerto is a staple in the clarinet repertoire, characterized by its lyrical melodies and
technical passages.

2. Brahms' Clarinet Sonata No. 1 in F Minor, Op. 120
- A beautiful sonata that combines lyrical lines with intricate harmonies, perfect for intermediate to
advanced players.



3. Debussy's Premiere Rhapsodie
- This piece for clarinet and piano is impressionistic in style, allowing players to explore color and
nuance.

Jazz

Jazz is another genre where the clarinet shines, particularly in swing and bebop styles.

1. "Take the 'A’' Train" by Duke Ellington
- A classic jazz standard that is fun to play and great for developing improvisational skills.

2. "Sing, Sing, Sing" by Benny Goodman
- This upbeat swing tune features exciting rhythms and is a favorite among clarinetists.

3. "Ain't Misbehavin' by Fats Waller
- A jazz classic that offers opportunities for expressive playing and improvisation.

Pop and Contemporary

Many contemporary songs can be adapted for clarinet, making them accessible for players looking to
incorporate modern music into their repertoire.

1. "Someone Like You" by Adele
- This emotional ballad translates beautifully to clarinet, allowing for expressive phrasing.

2. "Let It Go" from Disney's Frozen
- A popular choice among younger players, this song is both recognizable and fun to perform.

3. "Shape of You" by Ed Sheeran
- This catchy pop song can be arranged for clarinet, offering a modern twist to your playing.

Tips for Playing Songs on Clarinet

To get the most out of your clarinet playing, consider the following tips:

1. Choose the Right Key

When selecting songs, ensure they are in a key that is comfortable for your skill level. Beginners may
want to stick to simpler keys like B-flat or C major, while advanced players can tackle more
challenging keys.

2. Break It Down

If you encounter a difficult section in a song, break it down into smaller parts. Practice each segment
slowly before gradually increasing the tempo.



3. Use a Metronome

A metronome can help you keep time and improve your rhythm. Start at a slow tempo and gradually
increase as you become more comfortable with the piece.

4. Record Yourself

Recording your practice sessions can help you identify areas for improvement and track your
progress over time.

5. Play Along with Recordings

Playing along with recordings of the original songs can enhance your timing and help you get a feel
for the piece's style.

Resources for Learning Songs

Here are some resources to help you find songs to play on clarinet:

Sheet Music Websites

- Musicnotes: A vast collection of sheet music across various genres.
- Sheet Music Plus: Offers a wide range of clarinet arrangements for different skill levels.

YouTube Tutorials

Many musicians share video tutorials on YouTube, providing guidance on how to play specific songs.
Look for channels dedicated to clarinet instruction.

Local Music Stores

Visiting a local music store can also be beneficial. Many stores offer sheet music and books
specifically for clarinetists, along with the option to consult with knowledgeable staff.

Conclusion

In summary, exploring songs to play on clarinet is an enriching journey that can enhance your
skills and enjoyment of the instrument. Whether you gravitate towards classical masterpieces, lively
jazz tunes, or contemporary hits, there is a wealth of music available to suit your tastes. By
incorporating these songs into your practice routine, you can develop your technique, express your
musicality, and have fun along the way. So grab your clarinet, choose a song that resonates with
you, and let your musical journey begin!



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular songs for beginners to play on the
clarinet?

Some popular beginner songs include 'Mary Had a Little Lamb', '"Hot Cross Buns', and 'Twinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star'.

Which classical pieces are suitable for clarinet players?

Classical pieces like Mozart's 'Clarinet Concerto', Beethoven's 'Sonata No. 1 for Clarinet and Piano’,
and Bach's 'Sonata in E-flat Major' are great choices.

Can I play pop songs on the clarinet?

Yes, many pop songs can be adapted for clarinet. Popular choices include 'Someone Like You' by
Adele, 'Let It Go' from Frozen, and 'Shape of You' by Ed Sheeran.

What are some jazz standards that feature the clarinet?

Jazz standards like 'Ain't Misbehavin", 'Sing, Sing, Sing', and 'Take the 'A' Train' are excellent for
clarinet players.

Are there any movie themes that work well on clarinet?

Yes! Movie themes like 'The Pink Panther’, 'Harry Potter Theme', and 'Star Wars Main Theme' are
popular and enjoyable to play.

What resources can I use to find sheet music for clarinet?

You can find sheet music on websites like MusicNotes, Sheet Music Plus, and 8notes, or check local
music stores and libraries.

How can I improve my clarinet playing with songs?

Playing along with songs can help improve your rhythm and tone. Try recording yourself or playing
with backing tracks to enhance your skills.

What is a good way to practice songs on the clarinet?

Start by breaking the song into sections, practicing slowly, and gradually increasing the tempo. Use
a metronome for timing and play along with recordings for feel.
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