
songs with mandolin in them
Songs with mandolin in them are often characterized by their unique sound and
the emotional depth they can convey. The mandolin, a stringed instrument
known for its bright, piercing tones, has found a place in various musical
genres, from bluegrass and folk to rock and pop. This article explores the
rich tapestry of songs that feature the mandolin, highlighting notable
tracks, artists, and the instrument's significance in music history.

Understanding the Mandolin

The mandolin is a member of the lute family and typically has four pairs of
strings tuned in perfect fifths. The instrument is played with a plectrum,
which contributes to its sharp, crisp sound. Its origins can be traced back
to Italy in the 17th century, and over time, it has evolved into various
forms, including the Neapolitan mandolin and the bowl-back mandolin.

The mandolin's resurgence in popular music began in the 1960s and 1970s,
largely due to the folk music revival and the increasing popularity of
bluegrass. The instrument's versatility allows it to blend seamlessly with
various musical styles, making it a beloved choice among musicians.

Notable Songs Featuring the Mandolin

Here are some iconic songs that prominently feature the mandolin, showcasing
its versatility across genres:

1. "Losing My Religion" by R.E.M.

This 1991 hit from R.E.M. is perhaps one of the most recognizable songs
featuring the mandolin. The song's haunting melodies and introspective lyrics
are beautifully complemented by the instrument's delicate strumming. The
mandolin riff is a significant part of the song's identity, helping to create
a mood of yearning and vulnerability.

2. "The Girl from Ipanema" by Stan Getz and Joao
Gilberto

While primarily known as a bossa nova classic, a version of "The Girl from
Ipanema" includes a mandolin in its arrangement. The instrument adds a layer
of warmth to the piece, enhancing its romantic atmosphere. This song



showcases how the mandolin can blend with jazz and Latin influences.

3. "Dust in the Wind" by Kansas

Kansas's classic ballad "Dust in the Wind" features a gentle mandolin melody
that complements the song's themes of mortality and the passage of time. The
instrument's soft, melodic lines create a poignant atmosphere that resonates
with listeners. This song demonstrates how the mandolin can evoke deep
emotional responses.

4. "Ramble On" by Led Zeppelin

In "Ramble On," Led Zeppelin incorporates a mandolin to add a unique texture
to their rock sound. The mandolin's presence in this song highlights the
band's willingness to experiment with different instruments and styles,
showcasing the instrument’s ability to fit within heavier genres.

5. "Mandolin Rain" by Bruce Hornsby and the Range

As the title suggests, "Mandolin Rain" features the instrument prominently
throughout the track. The song is a blend of rock and folk influences, with
the mandolin adding a rich, melodic layer to Hornsby's heartfelt lyrics. The
instrument plays a crucial role in creating the song's nostalgic atmosphere.

6. "The Night the Lights Went Out in Georgia" by
Vicki Lawrence

This classic country song features a mandolin riff that adds to the
storytelling aspect of the track. The instrument helps to set the mood for
the narrative, enhancing the song's dramatic flair. The mandolin's role in
this song exemplifies its ability to enhance lyrical themes.

Genres That Embrace the Mandolin

The mandolin is particularly prominent in several musical genres, each
showcasing the instrument's unique qualities. Here are some genres where the
mandolin shines:

Bluegrass: The mandolin is a staple in bluegrass music, often used for
fast-paced solos and intricate harmonies. Artists like Bill Monroe and



Chris Thile have pushed the boundaries of mandolin playing in this
genre.

Folk: Folk music frequently incorporates the mandolin, allowing its
melodic qualities to shine in storytelling songs. Artists like Gillian
Welch and the Avett Brothers often feature this instrument in their
music.

Rock: Bands like R.E.M. and Led Zeppelin have introduced the mandolin to
rock music, demonstrating how it can enhance the soundscape of various
rock subgenres.

Country: The mandolin is commonly used in country music, where it
contributes to the genre's signature sound. Artists like Alison Krauss
and the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band have skillfully integrated the mandolin
into their songs.

Classical: The mandolin has a place in classical music as well, with
composers like Vivaldi writing concertos for the instrument. Its clear
tone and agility make it suitable for intricate compositions.

Famous Mandolin Players

Several mandolin players have made significant contributions to music,
elevating the instrument's profile and showcasing its versatility. Here are a
few notable mandolinists:

Bill Monroe: Often referred to as the "Father of Bluegrass," Monroe was1.
instrumental in popularizing the mandolin within the genre. His unique
style and innovative techniques set a standard for future players.

Chris Thile: A contemporary mandolin virtuoso, Thile is known for his2.
work with Nickel Creek, Punch Brothers, and his solo career. His
innovative approach to mandolin playing has redefined the instrument's
possibilities.

David Grisman: Grisman is renowned for his "dawg" music, blending3.
bluegrass, jazz, and folk elements. His unique sound and style have
inspired countless musicians and expanded the mandolin's reach.

Sam Bush: A key figure in progressive bluegrass, Bush's energetic4.
playing and improvisational skills have made him a beloved mandolinist
in the music community.

Alison Krauss: While primarily known as a singer and fiddler, Krauss5.
often features the mandolin in her music, showcasing her versatility and



appreciation for the instrument.

The Mandolin in Modern Music

In recent years, the mandolin has seen a resurgence in various musical
styles, with more artists incorporating it into their work. The rise of indie
folk and Americana has led to a renewed interest in traditional instruments,
and the mandolin has found its place among them.

Additionally, genres like pop and rock continue to experiment with the
mandolin, showcasing its adaptability and appeal. As artists push the
boundaries of genre and instrumentation, the mandolin remains a beloved
choice, adding depth and character to contemporary music.

Conclusion

Songs with mandolin in them offer a glimpse into the instrument's rich
history and its ability to enhance various musical genres. From bluegrass to
rock, the mandolin brings a unique sound that resonates with listeners and
artists alike. As the music landscape continues to evolve, the mandolin's
presence is sure to endure, inspiring future generations of musicians to
explore its possibilities. Whether in a soulful ballad or an upbeat tune, the
mandolin will always hold a special place in the hearts of those who
appreciate its distinctive sound.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular songs that prominently feature
the mandolin?
Some popular songs that feature the mandolin include 'Losing My Religion' by
R.E.M., 'The Boxer' by Simon & Garfunkel, and 'Mandolin Wind' by Rod Stewart.

Which genres of music commonly use the mandolin?
The mandolin is commonly used in genres such as bluegrass, folk, country, and
rock music, often adding a unique texture to the sound.

Who are some famous artists known for using the



mandolin in their music?
Famous artists known for using the mandolin include Chris Thile, David
Grisman, and Jerry Garcia, among others.

How does the mandolin contribute to the overall
sound of a song?
The mandolin adds a bright, melodic quality to a song, often providing
intricate solos or rhythmic patterns that enrich the musical arrangement.

Are there any recent songs that feature the
mandolin?
Yes, recent songs such as 'The Night We Met' by Lord Huron and 'Take It All
Back' by Judah & the Lion showcase the mandolin in their arrangements.
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