
soren kierkegaard works of love
soren kierkegaard works of love represents one of the most profound explorations of Christian
ethics and existential philosophy in the 19th century. This seminal work delves deeply into the
nature of love, distinguishing it from mere affection or emotion, and situates it as the cornerstone of
true Christian living. Kierkegaard’s analysis challenges readers to reconsider love not as an abstract
ideal but as an active, demanding practice of selflessness and commitment. Throughout this article,
the focus will be on the key themes, philosophical underpinnings, and ethical implications of the
soren kierkegaard works of love. Additionally, the discussion will explore Kierkegaard’s unique
perspective on neighborly love, the distinction between different forms of love, and the practical
applications of his theology in everyday life. This comprehensive overview aims to provide a
thorough understanding of why the works of love remain relevant to contemporary discourse on
faith, morality, and human relationships.
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Overview of Soren Kierkegaard’s Philosophy
Soren Kierkegaard, widely regarded as the father of existentialism, emphasized individuality,
personal choice, and subjective experience as central to human existence. His philosophical works
often grappled with themes of anxiety, despair, and faith, positioning the individual’s relationship
with God as paramount. The works of love is a critical text within this corpus, encapsulating his
views on Christian ethics and the transformative power of love. Kierkegaard’s approach contrasts
sharply with systematic philosophy by focusing on lived experience and the inward passion that
motivates ethical action.

Existential Context
Kierkegaard wrote during a time when institutionalized religion was dominant in Denmark, yet he
critiqued the superficiality he perceived in public Christianity. His existential philosophy stresses the
“leap of faith,” urging individuals to embrace a personal, subjective commitment to God. Within this
framework, love is not merely an emotion but a deliberate act of faith that reflects God’s love for
humanity.



Philosophical Contributions
His contributions include the idea that truth is subjective and that authentic existence requires
embracing paradox and uncertainty. The soren kierkegaard works of love build upon these
foundations by addressing how love functions as a vital ethical principle that guides interpersonal
relations and spiritual life.

Key Themes in Works of Love
The works of love explores several interrelated themes that reveal Kierkegaard’s understanding of
Christian love (agape) as distinct from other forms of affection. Central to the text is the notion that
love is a commandment and a duty rather than an optional feeling. Kierkegaard insists that genuine
love manifests through concrete actions rather than abstract sentimentality.

Love as a Duty
Unlike romantic or preferential love, which is contingent upon feelings or attraction, Kierkegaard’s
concept of love is unconditional and universal. It is rooted in the biblical command to love one’s
neighbor, requiring individuals to act lovingly even when it is difficult or undesired. This ethical
obligation challenges readers to transcend personal preferences.

Love’s Paradoxical Nature
Kierkegaard highlights the paradox that love involves both suffering and joy. Loving others demands
sacrifice and humility, yet it also brings spiritual fulfillment. This duality is essential to
understanding the transformative power of love as depicted in the soren kierkegaard works of love.

The Concept of Neighborly Love
One of the most significant contributions of soren kierkegaard works of love is its detailed treatment
of neighborly love. Kierkegaard redefines the notion of “neighbor” in a radical way, expanding it
beyond social or familial boundaries to include all human beings indiscriminately.

Redefining the Neighbor
For Kierkegaard, the neighbor is not a specific person chosen by affinity or relationship but any
individual who is in need or deserving of love. This universalization of the neighbor calls for
impartiality and challenges natural human tendencies toward favoritism.

The Ethical Challenge of Neighborly Love
Neighborly love demands a selfless commitment that often goes against social conventions and
personal interests. It requires active engagement and responsibility, emphasizing deeds over words.



Kierkegaard’s insistence on this form of love as the highest Christian virtue underscores the radical
nature of his ethical vision.

Distinctions Between Different Types of Love
Kierkegaard’s analysis in works of love carefully differentiates between various kinds of love,
drawing clear lines among preferential love, friendship, erotic love, and Christian love. Each type
has distinct characteristics and implications for ethical living.

Preferential Love versus Christian Love
Preferential love is based on liking or choosing particular individuals, often driven by emotional
attraction or shared interests. In contrast, Christian love, or agape, is unconditional and extends to
all, regardless of personal feelings or benefits. Kierkegaard stresses that true love transcends
preference and is motivated solely by the command to love.

Friendship and Erotic Love
Friendship, while valuable, is based on mutual affection and often limited in scope. Erotic love is
characterized by desire and passion but can be transient and self-centered. Kierkegaard sees these
forms as insufficient substitutes for the comprehensive and sacrificial love demanded by Christian
ethics.

Ethical and Theological Implications
The soren kierkegaard works of love carries profound ethical and theological implications,
particularly for understanding human responsibility and divine grace. Kierkegaard integrates love as
the central ethic of Christian life, linking it closely with faith and obedience.

Love as the Fulfillment of the Law
Drawing from biblical teachings, Kierkegaard argues that love fulfills the law’s requirements
because it embodies the highest moral principles. It is the active expression of faith and the means
through which individuals participate in God’s will.

The Role of Grace and Human Effort
Kierkegaard balances the tension between divine grace and human responsibility. While love is a gift
from God, it also requires conscious effort and decision. The works of love challenge believers to
cooperate with grace through persistent ethical actions.



Practical Applications of Kierkegaard’s Ideas
The insights from soren kierkegaard works of love extend beyond abstract philosophy into concrete
ethical practice. They encourage individuals and communities to embody love in ways that transform
relationships and social structures.

Living Out Neighborly Love
Practicing neighborly love involves tangible acts of kindness, patience, and forgiveness toward all
people. It calls for an inclusive attitude that resists discrimination and prejudice, emphasizing the
dignity of every person.

Guidelines for Ethical Love
Kierkegaard’s teachings suggest several practical guidelines for expressing works of love:

Commit to loving without expecting reciprocation or personal gain.

Demonstrate love through concrete actions rather than mere words.

Embrace humility and patience in difficult relationships.

Respect the individuality and needs of others.

Maintain faith in love’s transformative potential despite challenges.

By integrating these principles, individuals can cultivate a life marked by authentic Christian love as
envisioned in Kierkegaard’s philosophy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Søren Kierkegaard's 'Works of
Love'?
The main theme of 'Works of Love' is Christian love (agape), focusing on the ethical and spiritual
dimensions of loving others selflessly and unconditionally as a duty commanded by God.

How does Kierkegaard differentiate between 'being in love'
and 'loving' in 'Works of Love'?
Kierkegaard distinguishes 'being in love' as a fleeting emotional state, whereas 'loving' is a
deliberate, sustained act of will and commitment grounded in duty and ethics rather than feelings.



What role does Christian faith play in 'Works of Love'?
Christian faith is central to 'Works of Love', as Kierkegaard argues that true love is a command from
God, and loving others is an expression of faith and obedience to Christian teachings.

How does Kierkegaard address the concept of neighborly love
in 'Works of Love'?
Kierkegaard emphasizes 'love of the neighbor' as a fundamental Christian duty, encouraging
unconditional love for all people regardless of personal feelings or merit.

What is Kierkegaard's view on love as a duty in 'Works of
Love'?
Kierkegaard asserts that love is not merely an emotion but a moral obligation; loving others is a
continuous act of will and a responsibility that transcends personal preference or convenience.

How does 'Works of Love' explore the idea of self-sacrifice?
In 'Works of Love', Kierkegaard discusses self-sacrifice as an essential aspect of true love, where one
puts the needs and well-being of others above personal desires, reflecting Christ's example.

Why is 'Works of Love' considered a significant work in
existential philosophy?
'Works of Love' is significant because it explores the individual's subjective experience of love,
emphasizing personal responsibility, ethical commitment, and the struggle to live authentically
according to Christian principles.

How does Kierkegaard use biblical references in 'Works of
Love'?
Kierkegaard extensively uses biblical references to illustrate and support his arguments about love,
grounding his philosophical reflections in scripture to highlight the divine command to love one's
neighbor.

What practical guidance does 'Works of Love' offer for living a
loving life?
'Works of Love' offers practical guidance such as recognizing love as a daily duty, cultivating
humility, overcoming pride, and engaging in acts of kindness and forgiveness as expressions of
genuine Christian love.



Additional Resources
1. Works of Love by Søren Kierkegaard
This foundational text explores the Christian concept of love, emphasizing the importance of selfless,
unconditional love. Kierkegaard examines the ethical and spiritual dimensions of loving others,
contrasting it with romantic or preferential love. The book challenges readers to embrace love as a
duty and a divine calling.

2. The Concept of Anxiety by Søren Kierkegaard
Though primarily focused on anxiety and existential dread, this work provides insights into the
human condition that underpin Kierkegaard’s understanding of love. It discusses the tension
between freedom and sin, which is crucial for comprehending the challenges inherent in authentic
love. The book lays the groundwork for appreciating the depth of commitment required in true love.

3. Fear and Trembling by Søren Kierkegaard
In this philosophical treatise, Kierkegaard reflects on faith, sacrifice, and the paradoxes of love
through the biblical story of Abraham and Isaac. The work explores the idea of the “teleological
suspension of the ethical,” raising questions about the nature of divine love and obedience. It is
essential for understanding Kierkegaard’s perspective on love as an act of faith beyond conventional
morality.

4. Either/Or: A Fragment of Life by Søren Kierkegaard
This book contrasts aesthetic and ethical ways of living, with love playing a central role in the ethical
life. Kierkegaard examines the stages of life and how genuine love requires ethical commitment and
self-sacrifice. The text is a profound exploration of how love shapes personal identity and moral
responsibility.

5. Stages on Life’s Way by Søren Kierkegaard
A continuation of themes from Either/Or, this work delves into different existential stages, including
the religious stage where love attains its highest form. Kierkegaard discusses despair, hope, and the
transformative power of love in the journey toward selfhood and faith. The book enriches the
understanding of love as an evolving and deeply personal experience.

6. Philosophical Fragments by Søren Kierkegaard
This work investigates the nature of truth and the relationship between the finite and infinite, which
has implications for understanding love as a divine and earthly phenomenon. Kierkegaard introduces
the idea of the “leap of faith,” essential for grasping the transformative power of love. The text
provides a philosophical foundation for Kierkegaard’s theological reflections on love.

7. Practice in Christianity by Søren Kierkegaard
Focuses on the practical application of Christian love and the imitation of Christ. Kierkegaard
emphasizes humility, self-denial, and the paradox of becoming strong through weakness in love. This
book is crucial for those interested in the lived experience of Kierkegaardian love.

8. Two Ages: A Literary Review by Søren Kierkegaard
While primarily a critique of modernity, this work touches on the decline of genuine love in an age
dominated by reflection and passionless existence. Kierkegaard contrasts the “age of revolution”
with the “present age,” highlighting the challenges love faces in contemporary society. It offers
valuable context for understanding the cultural backdrop of Kierkegaard’s writings on love.

9. Judge for Yourself! by Søren Kierkegaard



A collection of writings that invites readers to engage personally with existential themes, including
love, faith, and individuality. Kierkegaard encourages an active, subjective approach to
understanding love rather than passive acceptance. This book serves as a practical guide for
internalizing the concepts presented in his more theoretical works.
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