sparknotes a raisin in the sun

SparkNotes A Raisin in the Sun is an invaluable resource for students and
literature enthusiasts seeking to delve deeper into Lorraine Hansberry's
groundbreaking play. This iconic work, first performed in 1959, explores
themes of dreams, family, and racial discrimination, making it a cornerstone
of American theater. SparkNotes provides comprehensive summaries, analyses,
and insights that facilitate a better understanding of the play's intricate
layers and significance. This article will provide an overview of the play,
its characters, themes, and the educational resources available through
SparkNotes.

Overview of A Raisin in the Sun

A Raisin in the Sun follows the Younger family, an African American family
living in Chicago's South Side during the 1950s. The story unfolds as the
family awaits a $10,000 insurance check following the death of the patriarch,
Big Walter. Each family member has their own dreams and aspirations for the
money, leading to conflict and tension within the household. The narrative is
a poignant reflection on the struggles of African Americans in a society rife
with systemic racism and economic hardship.

Historical Context

The play is set against the backdrop of the Civil Rights Movement, a time
when African Americans were fighting for equal rights and social justice.
Understanding the historical context enhances the reader's comprehension of
the characters' struggles and motivations. Key historical points include:

1. Segregation: Racial segregation was prevalent in the 1950s, with African
Americans often relegated to poor neighborhoods.

2. Economic Inequality: Many African American families faced significant
barriers to wealth accumulation, leading to cycles of poverty.

3. Civil Rights Activism: The late 1950s saw increased activism, as figures
like Martin Luther King Jr. began to emerge as leaders of the movement.

Main Characters

A Raisin in the Sun features a rich cast of characters, each representing
different facets of the African American experience.



Ruth Younger

Ruth is Walter's weary wife, who grapples with the everyday struggles of
maintaining her family's stability. Her character embodies resilience, yet
she also illustrates the toll that economic hardship can take on personal
dreams and relationships.

Walter Lee Younger

Walter is the protagonist of the play, a chauffeur who dreams of investing in
a liquor store to secure a better future for his family. His ambition often
leads to conflict, particularly with his mother, Lena, and his wife, Ruth.
Walter's arc is central to the narrative, as he learns valuable lessons about
pride, sacrifice, and the true meaning of wealth.

Lena Younger (Mama)

Lena, affectionately known as Mama, is the matriarch of the family. She holds
onto the dream of purchasing a house with the insurance money, symbolizing
hope and stability. Mama’s character represents the older generation's values
and the importance of family legacy.



