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SparkNotes Animal Farm Chapter 4 delves into the complexities and
developments that arise on the farm following the successful rebellion
against human oppression. This chapter is pivotal as it showcases the initial
challenges faced by the animals in maintaining their newfound freedom and
delves into the growing tensions with the outside world, particularly with
neighboring farms. It highlights themes of loyalty, propaganda, and the
nascent power dynamics that begin to shape the future of Animal Farm. In this
article, we will explore the key events, characters, themes, and underlying
messages of this significant chapter.

Summary of Key Events

Chapter 4 of George Orwell's Animal Farm begins with the animals enjoying
their independence while establishing their own set of rules and practices.
However, the news of their rebellion quickly spreads to neighboring farms,
leading to both fear and intrigue among human farmers.

The Spread of News

- The success of the rebellion at Animal Farm inspires other animals and
alarms human farmers.

- Mr. Jones, the former owner of the farm, attempts to reclaim his lost
property.

- The neighboring farmers, Mr. Pilkington of Foxwood and Mr. Frederick of
Pinchfield, become concerned about the potential spread of rebellion to their
own farms.

The Preparation for Defense

As the threat of human retaliation looms, the animals realize they must
prepare to defend their new way of life.

1. Formation of Strategies:

- The animals hold meetings to discuss their strategies for defense.

- Snowball takes the lead in planning for the potential conflict, emphasizing
the need for vigilance.

2. The Importance of the Harvest:

- The animals work diligently to bring in the harvest, which is crucial for
their survival.

- They manage to work together effectively, showcasing their unity and
determination.



The Battle of the Cowshed

One of the most significant events in this chapter is the Battle of the
Cowshed, which serves as a turning point for the animals and solidifies their
revolutionary spirit.

Preparation for Battle

- The animals train for the possibility of an attack.
- They establish a defense strategy, with Snowball and Boxer at the forefront
of the preparations.

The Attack

On the day of the attack, Mr. Jones, along with several other farmers,
attempts to retake the farm.

- The humans are armed with weapons, whereas the animals rely on their
ingenuity and teamwork.

- Snowball demonstrates leadership and bravery, rallying the animals to fight
back.

Victory and Aftermath

- The animals successfully repel the attack, leading to a sense of triumph
and solidarity.

- Snowball is hailed as a hero, and Boxer is recognized for his strength and
determination.

- The victory is celebrated with a spontaneous song, “Beasts of England,”
which reinforces their unity and purpose.

The Role of Propaganda

Chapter 4 also highlights the increasing use of propaganda as a means of
controlling the narrative on the farm.

Snowball’s Leadership

- Snowball emerges as a central leader, using persuasive speeches to motivate
the animals.



- He emphasizes the importance of education and the need for all animals to
learn to read and write.

Squealer’s Influence

Squealer, the pig, serves as the mouthpiece for the leadership, manipulating
language and facts to maintain control over the other animals.

- He spreads misinformation about the rebellion's events, painting a picture
of heroism and necessity.

- Squealer convinces the animals that their sacrifices are for the greater
good, often downplaying the struggles they face.

The Growing Divide Among Animals

As the chapter progresses, the divide between the pigs and the other animals
becomes more pronounced.

Entitlement of the Pigs

- The pigs begin to assume leadership roles and privileges, justifying their
actions by claiming they are better suited to make decisions for the
collective.

- They begin to enjoy special rations and privileges, which sows seeds of
discontent among other animals.

Boxer’'s Loyalty

- Boxer, the hardworking horse, remains fiercely loyal to the leadership,
believing in the principles of Animalism.

- His motto, “I will work harder,” exemplifies his dedication but also his
naivety regarding the evolving power dynamics.

Thematic Exploration

Chapter 4 of Animal Farm encapsulates several themes that resonate throughout
the narrative, establishing the groundwork for future conflicts.



Power and Corruption

The events in this chapter hint at the corrupting influence of power and how
it can lead to the exploitation of the masses.

- The pigs begin to exhibit behaviors reminiscent of the humans they
overthrew.

- The use of propaganda by Squealer suggests that those in power will
manipulate truth to maintain their dominance.

Unity and Division

The sense of unity among the animals is initially strong following their
victory, but underlying tensions begin to surface.

- The differences in intelligence and capability among the animals start to
create divisions.

- The loyalty of characters like Boxer contrasts with the growing self-
interest displayed by the pigs.

The Role of Education

Education emerges as a critical tool for empowerment and control.

- Snowball's emphasis on literacy signifies the importance of knowledge in
shaping society.

- The pigs’ monopoly on education highlights the dangers of an uneducated
populace, making them susceptible to manipulation.

Conclusion

SparkNotes Animal Farm Chapter 4 provides a critical examination of the early
days of Animal Farm as the animals navigate the challenges of their new
independence. The Battle of the Cowshed not only solidifies their unity but
also marks the beginning of a power struggle that will shape the future of
the farm. The themes of loyalty, propaganda, and the corruption of ideals
serve as a cautionary tale of how revolutions can lead to new forms of
oppression. As the animals face external threats and internal divisions,
Orwell masterfully illustrates the complexities of power dynamics, urging
readers to contemplate the nature of leadership and the importance of
vigilance in the pursuit of equality and justice.



Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event happens in Chapter 4 of
Animal Farm?

Chapter 4 details the preparation for the humans' attack on Animal Farm, as
well as the animals' first major battle, the Battle of the Cowshed.

How do the animals prepare for the Battle of the
Cowshed?

The animals prepare by organizing themselves into a defense strategy, with
Snowball taking a leading role in planning the defense against the humans.

What role does Snowball play in Chapter 47?

Snowball takes charge of the defensive strategy against Mr. Jones and the
other humans, demonstrating his leadership and military tactics.

What does the character of Napoleon do during the
Battle of the Cowshed?

Napoleon stays in the background during the battle and does not take an
active role, contrasting with Snowball's leadership.

How do the animals react after the victory in the
Battle of the Cowshed?

The animals celebrate their victory with a special ceremony, and they honor
the fallen sheep by declaring a day of remembrance.

What does the flag represent that the animals create
in Chapter 47?

The flag symbolizes their unity and independence as a newly formed society,
with a green field representing the countryside and a white hoof and horn
representing the animals.

What is the significance of the Battle of the
Cowshed in the context of the story?

The Battle of the Cowshed signifies the animals' struggle against oppression
and their determination to defend their freedom from human control.



How does the leadership of the farm begin to shift
in Chapter 47?

The leadership begins to shift towards Snowball as he emerges as a strong
leader, while Napoleon starts to show his more authoritarian tendencies.

What does Boxer contribute during the Battle of the
Cowshed?

Boxer displays great strength and bravery during the battle, using his
physical power to help fend off the attackers.

What foreshadowing can be found in Chapter 4
regarding future conflicts?

The tensions between Snowball and Napoleon foreshadow future power struggles
that will arise as they compete for control over the farm.
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