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Specials Uglies 3 Scott Westerfeld is the third installment in the popular Uglies series,
a dystopian young adult trilogy that has captivated readers with its exploration of beauty,
identity, and societal norms. Scott Westerfeld, an acclaimed author, crafts a world where
physical appearance dictates social standing, and the consequences of such a society are
deeply examined through the eyes of his characters. This article delves into the intricacies
of "Specials," its themes, characters, and the overarching messages that Westerfeld
conveys throughout the narrative.

Overview of the Uglies Series

The Uglies series consists of four primary books:

1. Uglies
2. Pretties
3. Specials
4. Extras

Set in a future where society mandates elective surgery at the age of sixteen to transform
"Uglies" into "Pretties," the series follows Tally Youngblood, a girl who grapples with the
implications of such transformations and the societal pressures that accompany them. The
first two books lay the groundwork for Tally’s journey, introducing readers to a world of
superficiality and the moral dilemmas tied to beauty standards.

Plot Summary of Specials

In "Specials," Tally Youngblood returns, but she is no longer the naive girl from the first
book. Instead, she has become a "Special," a member of an elite group of enforcers who
maintain order in a society that has become increasingly chaotic. The transformation into
a Special enhances physical abilities and grants them extraordinary control over their
surroundings. However, this new identity comes with its challenges.

The storyline picks up after the events of "Pretties," where Tally has undergone a
procedure that makes her stronger, faster, and more intimidating. As a Special, she is
tasked with keeping the peace and combating the rising unrest among the Uglies and
Pretties. However, the psychological effects of the transformation weigh heavily on Tally,
leading her to question the cost of her new identity.

Thematic Elements

"Specials" explores several profound themes that resonate throughout the narrative:



¢ Identity and Transformation: The transformation from Uglies to Pretties and then
to Specials represents the struggle for identity in a society that values appearance
over individuality.

e Power and Control: The Specials embody the enforcement of societal norms
through intimidation and violence, raising questions about authority and governance.

¢ Rebellion and Conformity: Tally’s journey highlights the tension between
conformity to societal expectations and the desire for personal freedom and
authenticity.

e Friendship and Loyalty: The relationships Tally maintains with characters like
Shay and Zane explore the complexities of loyalty in a society that constantly shifts
allegiances.

Character Development

The characters in "Specials" undergo considerable development, particularly Tally
Youngblood. Here’s an overview of key characters:

Tally Youngblood

Tally’s evolution is central to the narrative. Initially, she is depicted as a naive girl who
dreams of becoming Pretty. After experiencing the harsh realities of her society, her
character matures into a more complex individual. As a Special, she grapples with the
duality of her nature—on one hand, she enjoys the power and prestige that come with her
new identity, while on the other, she longs for connection and authenticity.

Shay

Shay, Tally’s best friend, plays a pivotal role in "Specials." She has embraced the Special
identity and represents the allure of power. However, her choices also illustrate the
darker side of transformation, as she becomes increasingly ruthless in her pursuit of
control. The dynamics between Tally and Shay highlight the complexities of friendship and
the impact of societal pressures on personal relationships.

David

David, another significant character from the series, symbolizes resistance against
conformity. He represents a more grounded perspective on beauty and identity. His
relationship with Tally serves as a reminder of her roots and the importance of staying



true to oneself amidst societal changes.

Societal Commentary

Westerfeld uses "Specials" to offer a critical commentary on contemporary issues related
to beauty standards, body image, and the influence of societal expectations. The novel
raises important questions, such as:

1. What defines beauty?
2. How does society shape our perceptions of ourselves?
3. What are the consequences of striving for an idealized image?

By depicting a world where people undergo drastic physical alterations to fit into societal
norms, Westerfeld challenges readers to reflect on their values and the pressures they
face in their own lives.

Critical Reception

"Specials" received a mix of reviews upon its release. Critics praised Westerfeld's
imaginative world-building and the depth of his characters. Many noted that the book
successfully expanded upon the themes introduced in the earlier books, providing a fitting
conclusion to Tally's journey. However, some readers felt that the pacing was uneven and
that certain plot points could have been further developed.

Despite these critiques, "Specials" has maintained its status as a significant work in the
young adult dystopian genre. It continues to resonate with readers, particularly those
grappling with issues of identity and self-acceptance.

Conclusion

In summary, "Specials" by Scott Westerfeld is a thought-provoking exploration of beauty,
identity, and societal norms within the framework of a dystopian narrative. Tally
Youngblood's journey from a naive girl to a powerful Special serves as a compelling
metaphor for the struggles many face in their pursuit of acceptance and authenticity.
Through its rich characters and intricate themes, "Specials" remains a vital part of the
Uglies series and a relevant commentary on the complexities of modern beauty standards.

As readers delve into "Specials," they are invited to reflect on their own identities and the
societal constructs that shape their perceptions of beauty and worth. The series as a whole
encourages a critical examination of the values we uphold and the lengths we go to in
order to conform, making it an enduring and impactful read.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Specials' by
Scott Westerfeld?

The main themes in 'Specials' include the concept of beauty and identity, societal
pressure, the consequences of conformity, and the ethical implications of genetic
modification.

How does Tally Youngblood's character evolve
throughout 'Specials'?

Tally Youngblood evolves from a naive girl seeking acceptance in a superficial society to a
more self-aware individual who questions the values of her world and fights for
authenticity and freedom.

What role do the 'Specials’' play in the society depicted
in Scott Westerfeld's series?

In the series, 'Specials' are elite enforcers who maintain order and control in society,
using their enhanced abilities to suppress dissent and promote the ideals of beauty and
conformity.

How does 'Specials' connect to the earlier books in the
Uglies series?

'‘Specials' serves as a culmination of the themes and conflicts introduced in 'Uglies' and
'Pretties', showcasing the repercussions of the transformations and the ongoing struggle
between individuality and societal expectations.

What are the major conflicts faced by Tally in 'Specials'?

Tally faces internal conflicts regarding her identity and morality, as well as external
conflicts with the government and the societal norms that dictate beauty and acceptance.

What impact has 'Specials’' had on young adult
literature and discussions about beauty standards?

'Specials' has sparked conversations about beauty standards, self-acceptance, and the
implications of cosmetic surgery, influencing many readers to critically assess societal
norms surrounding appearance.
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