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speech in the convention benjamin franklin worksheet answers offer valuable insights into one of the most
pivotal moments in American history. The speech delivered by Benjamin Franklin during the
Constitutional Convention is a critical component of understanding the debates, compromises, and
aspirations that shaped the United States Constitution. This article explores the essential elements of the
speech, providing comprehensive answers to common worksheet questions related to Franklin’s remarks.
It delves into the historical context, key themes, and the impact of Franklin’s speech on the convention’s
outcomes. Additionally, the article addresses how these worksheet answers aid in grasping the significance
of Franklin’s role in the founding of the nation. By examining the speech in detail, readers gain a deeper
appreciation of the political and philosophical underpinnings that influenced the framing of the American
government. The following sections outline the main aspects of the speech in the convention Benjamin
Franklin worksheet answers and provide a structured analysis for students and educators alike.

Historical Context of Benjamin Franklin’s Speech

Key Themes in Franklin’s Convention Speech

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

Significance of Franklin’s Speech in the Convention

Using the Worksheet for Educational Purposes

Historical Context of Benjamin Franklin’s Speech
The speech delivered by Benjamin Franklin at the Constitutional Convention in 1787 occurred during a
time of significant political uncertainty. Delegates from twelve states gathered in Philadelphia to address
the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation and to create a new framework for governance. Franklin,
then the eldest delegate, played a crucial role in mediating disputes and encouraging compromise among
the diverse representatives. His speech came at a critical juncture when the delegates were debating
whether to accept the proposed Constitution despite its imperfections. Understanding the historical
backdrop of post-Revolution America, including the challenges of unity and governance, is essential to
fully appreciating the content and tone of Franklin’s remarks.



The Political Climate in 1787
Following the Revolutionary War, the United States faced numerous challenges, including economic
instability, interstate conflicts, and a lack of centralized authority under the Articles of Confederation.
Delegates were divided on issues such as representation, federal power, and individual rights. Franklin’s
speech addressed these tensions by urging a spirit of cooperation and pragmatism.

Franklin’s Role at the Convention
As a respected elder statesman and diplomat, Franklin provided wisdom and perspective. His speech
reflected his belief in the necessity of compromise and the recognition that no constitution would be
perfect. He advocated for the greater good and encouraged delegates to look beyond personal or state
interests.

Key Themes in Franklin’s Convention Speech
Benjamin Franklin’s speech is notable for its emphasis on unity, compromise, and the imperfect nature of
human institutions. Several key themes emerge from his remarks, which are frequently highlighted in
worksheet questions and answers. These themes continue to resonate in discussions about governance and
constitutional design.

Unity and Cooperation
Franklin stressed the importance of unity among the states to ensure the survival and success of the new
nation. He warned against factionalism and fragmentation, urging delegates to work together despite
differing opinions. This theme underscores the necessity of a strong federal government that balances state
and national interests.

Acceptance of Imperfection
A central message in the speech is the acknowledgment that the proposed Constitution was not without
flaws. Franklin famously suggested that the document should be accepted “because we expect no better and
because we are not sure that it is not the best.” This pragmatic approach encouraged delegates to prioritize
progress over perfection.

The Role of Providence
Franklin invoked the idea of divine guidance, suggesting that the success of the Constitution depended on



the wisdom of the delegates and a higher power. This theme reflects the Enlightenment-era belief in
reason tempered by humility and faith.

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers
Worksheets focusing on Benjamin Franklin’s speech at the convention typically include questions designed
to test comprehension, critical thinking, and historical analysis. The following are some frequently asked
questions along with detailed answers that align with common educational objectives.

What was the main purpose of Benjamin Franklin’s speech?1.
Franklin’s main purpose was to encourage delegates to accept the Constitution despite its
imperfections and to emphasize the need for unity and compromise.

How did Franklin describe the Constitution in his speech?2.
He described it as a document that, while flawed, was the best possible solution available at the time
and worthy of support.

Why did Franklin believe compromise was necessary?3.
He believed compromise was essential because the diverse interests of the states required concessions
to achieve a workable and stable government.

What role did Franklin attribute to Providence in the convention?4.
Franklin suggested that Providence had a hand in guiding the delegates toward a successful outcome,
implying the importance of moral and spiritual considerations.

How does Franklin’s speech reflect Enlightenment ideals?5.
The speech reflects Enlightenment ideals by emphasizing reason, pragmatism, and faith in human
capacity to govern wisely while acknowledging human imperfection.

Significance of Franklin’s Speech in the Convention
Benjamin Franklin’s speech is regarded as a pivotal moment that helped to break the deadlock among
delegates and foster a spirit of cooperation. Its significance lies in both its content and its delivery, which
combined wisdom, humility, and a call for collective responsibility. The speech reinforced the importance
of compromise, which was essential for the ratification of the Constitution.



Impact on Delegates’ Decisions
Franklin’s address helped to sway hesitant delegates by framing the Constitution as a practical and
necessary step forward. His acknowledgement of imperfection made it easier for delegates to accept the
document and focus on future amendments rather than immediate rejection.

Legacy in American Political Thought
The themes of Franklin’s speech continue to influence American political discourse. The acceptance of
imperfection and the emphasis on unity serve as reminders of the complexities inherent in democratic
governance and constitutional law.

Using the Worksheet for Educational Purposes
Worksheets featuring Benjamin Franklin’s speech in the convention are valuable educational tools. They
assist students in analyzing primary historical texts and developing critical thinking skills. Effective use of
these worksheets involves guided reading, discussion, and contextual research to deepen understanding.

Strategies for Educators
Educators can enhance learning outcomes by:

Providing background information on the Constitutional Convention and Franklin’s role

Encouraging students to identify key themes and rhetorical devices in the speech

Facilitating group discussions to explore different perspectives on the speech’s meaning

Assigning comparative analysis with other speeches and writings from the convention

Incorporating writing prompts that ask students to reflect on the relevance of Franklin’s ideas today

Benefits for Students
Through engaging with the speech in the convention Benjamin Franklin worksheet answers, students
gain skills in historical interpretation, textual analysis, and civic understanding. This foundational
knowledge supports their broader study of American history and government.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of Benjamin Franklin's speech in the
convention?
The main purpose of Benjamin Franklin's speech in the convention was to promote unity and encourage
compromise among the delegates to ensure the success of the new Constitution.

How does Benjamin Franklin address the disagreements among the
delegates in his speech?
Franklin acknowledges the disagreements but urges the delegates to overlook their differences and work
together for the greater good of the country.

What tone does Benjamin Franklin use in his speech at the convention?
Franklin uses a respectful and conciliatory tone, appealing to reason and patriotism to convince the
delegates to support the Constitution.

Why is Franklin's speech considered significant in the context of the
Constitutional Convention?
Franklin's speech is significant because it helped ease tensions and fostered cooperation that was crucial for
the ratification of the Constitution.

What key message does Benjamin Franklin convey about the
Constitution in his speech?
He conveys that the Constitution, while not perfect, is the best possible framework for governing the
nation and should be accepted as a foundation for unity.

In Benjamin Franklin's speech, what analogy does he use to describe the
Constitution?
Franklin compares the Constitution to a compromise stew, suggesting it contains ingredients that may not
please everyone but is ultimately nourishing and beneficial.

How does Benjamin Franklin suggest the delegates handle their personal



opinions on the Constitution?
He suggests that delegates set aside personal biases and focus on the collective benefit, endorsing the
Constitution for the sake of national unity.

What role does Benjamin Franklin’s speech play in classroom worksheets
about the Constitutional Convention?
His speech is often used to help students understand the challenges of forming a government and the
importance of compromise during the convention.

Which themes from Benjamin Franklin's speech are commonly
highlighted in worksheet answer keys?
Themes such as unity, compromise, patriotism, and the imperfect but necessary nature of the Constitution
are commonly emphasized.

How can students best approach answering questions about Franklin's
speech in the convention worksheet?
Students should focus on Franklin's calls for compromise, his acknowledgment of imperfections, and his
hope for unity when answering worksheet questions.

Additional Resources
1. The Art of Public Speaking by Dale Carnegie
This classic guide offers practical advice on how to speak confidently and effectively in public settings.
Carnegie covers techniques for overcoming fear, engaging audiences, and organizing speeches clearly. The
book is widely used in speech courses and is relevant for anyone looking to improve their public speaking
skills, including those studying historical conventions like Benjamin Franklin’s.

2. Benjamin Franklin: An American Life by Walter Isaacson
Isaacson’s biography provides an in-depth look at Franklin’s life, including his role as a statesman and orator.
The book explores how Franklin’s speeches and writings influenced the American Revolution and the
shaping of the new nation. Readers can gain insight into the historical context of Franklin’s speeches and
the rhetorical strategies he employed.

3. Rhetoric and Public Speaking: A Guide for Students by Stephen Lucas
This textbook is designed to help students understand the principles of effective rhetoric and public
speaking. It covers speech preparation, delivery, and the use of persuasive techniques that were also
employed by historical figures like Benjamin Franklin. The book includes examples and exercises that



make it ideal for worksheet answers and classroom use.

4. Speak Like Franklin: The Art of Persuasion in the American Revolution by John T. McManus
Focusing specifically on Franklin’s rhetorical style, this book analyzes his speeches and writings during the
American Revolution. It highlights how Franklin used humor, ethos, and logical arguments to sway public
opinion and political leaders. The book is a valuable resource for understanding Franklin’s approach to
speechmaking in conventions.

5. Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student by Edward P.J. Corbett
Corbett’s work introduces the classical principles of rhetoric, which informed the speeches of many
founding fathers, including Franklin. The book explains concepts like ethos, pathos, and logos, and shows
how to apply them in modern speaking contexts. It is especially useful for students working on
assignments related to historical speeches and conventions.

6. Founding Mothers: Women in the American Revolution by Cokie Roberts
While focusing on women’s roles, this book also covers the public speeches and writings that influenced
revolutionary America. It provides context for the conventions where Franklin spoke and sheds light on
the broader rhetorical environment. The book helps readers understand the diverse voices and speeches
that shaped the era.

7. Persuasive Communication by James B. Stiff
This book delves into the psychology and methods behind persuasive speech, applicable to both historical
and contemporary contexts. It explores how speakers like Franklin crafted messages to influence attitudes
and behaviors effectively. The text is suitable for students seeking to analyze and answer worksheet
questions about speech conventions.

8. The Federalist Papers by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay
Though not authored by Franklin, these essays represent key speeches and writings from the founding
period’s political conventions. They exemplify the use of rhetoric to argue for the U.S. Constitution’s
ratification. Studying these texts alongside Franklin’s speeches provides a comprehensive view of the
period’s public discourse.

9. On Speaking Well: How to Give a Speech with Style, Substance, and Clarity by Peggy Noonan
Noonan’s book offers modern advice on crafting and delivering impactful speeches. Drawing on historical
examples, including those from American history, it emphasizes clarity, style, and connection with the
audience. The book is helpful for students analyzing Franklin’s speech techniques and preparing answers
related to convention speeches.
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