
speech language pathology praxis
passing score
speech language pathology praxis passing score is a critical benchmark for
aspiring speech-language pathologists seeking certification and licensure in
the United States. Understanding the specific passing score requirements,
along with the structure and content of the Praxis exam, is essential for
effective preparation and successful completion. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the speech language pathology Praxis passing score,
including how scores are determined, the exam format, and strategies to
achieve a passing score. Additionally, it discusses the importance of the
Praxis exam in the certification process and offers guidance on retaking the
exam if necessary. By the end of this article, candidates will have a
thorough understanding of what to expect and how to navigate the Praxis exam
requirements confidently.
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Understanding the Speech Language Pathology
Praxis Exam

The speech language pathology Praxis exam, officially known as the Praxis
Speech-Language Pathology test (Test Code 5331), is a standardized
examination used to assess the knowledge and skills of candidates pursuing
certification from the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA)
and state licensure boards. The exam evaluates foundational and clinical
knowledge essential for professional practice. Passing this exam is a
mandatory step in the certification process for speech-language pathologists
(SLPs) across many states and institutions.



Purpose and Importance

The primary purpose of the Praxis exam in speech-language pathology is to
ensure that candidates possess the requisite knowledge and competencies to
provide effective clinical services. It serves as a gatekeeper to
professional practice, safeguarding public health by verifying that licensed
practitioners meet national standards. The speech language pathology Praxis
passing score is therefore integral to maintaining the profession’s
credibility and quality of care.

Who Must Take the Exam?

Typically, graduate students in speech-language pathology programs or
individuals seeking ASHA certification and state licensure must take the
Praxis exam. Requirements vary by state but generally align with ASHA’s
certification standards. Candidates should confirm their specific state or
certification board requirements regarding the speech language pathology
Praxis passing score before registering for the exam.

Details of the Speech Language Pathology Praxis
Passing Score

The speech language pathology Praxis passing score is established by the
Educational Testing Service (ETS) in consultation with ASHA and state
regulatory bodies. This score represents the minimum threshold that
candidates must achieve to be considered proficient in the knowledge areas
tested. Understanding this score helps candidates set goals and measure their
readiness for the exam.

Current Passing Score Requirement

As of the most recent guidelines, the speech language pathology Praxis
passing score is set at a scaled score of 162. This score is consistent
across most states and certification bodies that utilize the Praxis exam for
speech-language pathology. Achieving a score of 162 or higher indicates that
the candidate has demonstrated sufficient knowledge and skills to meet
professional standards.

Variability by State and Certification Board



While 162 is the widely recognized passing score, some states may have
additional requirements or slightly different passing thresholds. It is
crucial for candidates to verify their specific state licensure requirements,
as some states may require additional exams or components beyond the Praxis
test. The speech language pathology Praxis passing score should be considered
alongside other certification prerequisites.

Scoring Process and Score Interpretation

The scoring process for the speech language pathology Praxis exam is
standardized and designed to provide an accurate assessment of a candidate’s
knowledge. Scores are reported on a scale that ranges from 100 to 200, with
162 being the passing mark. Understanding how scores are interpreted can help
candidates make informed decisions about their exam preparation and
performance.

Scaled Scores vs. Raw Scores

Raw scores reflect the number of questions answered correctly on the exam.
These raw scores are converted into scaled scores to account for variations
in exam difficulty across different test versions. The scaled score is what
determines whether a candidate has met the speech language pathology Praxis
passing score. This approach ensures fairness and consistency in scoring.

Score Reporting Timeline

Typically, candidates receive their scores within two to three weeks after
the exam date. Receiving timely score reports allows candidates to plan next
steps, whether that involves applying for certification or preparing for a
retake if the speech language pathology Praxis passing score was not
achieved.

Exam Content and Format

The speech language pathology Praxis exam covers a broad range of topics
relevant to clinical practice, assessment, and intervention. Familiarity with
the exam content and format is essential to focus study efforts effectively
and increase the likelihood of achieving the required passing score.



Exam Structure

The exam consists of approximately 132 selected-response questions to be
completed within 2 hours. The questions assess knowledge across several
domains, including speech sound disorders, language development, swallowing
disorders, and professional issues.

Content Areas Covered

Foundations and Professional Issues

Screening, Assessment, Evaluation, and Diagnosis

Planning, Implementation, and Evaluation of Treatment

Speech Sound Disorders

Language Disorders

Fluency and Voice Disorders

Swallowing Disorders

Mastery of these areas is essential to achieve the speech language pathology
Praxis passing score. Candidates should use official Praxis study materials
and practice tests to target their preparation effectively.

Strategies for Achieving a Passing Score

Preparation is key to meeting or exceeding the speech language pathology
Praxis passing score. Employing effective study strategies, time management,
and test-taking techniques can significantly impact performance on exam day.

Study Plan Development

Creating a structured study schedule that allocates sufficient time to review
each content area is recommended. Prioritizing weaker subjects and utilizing
a variety of resources, including textbooks, online courses, and practice
exams, can enhance knowledge retention and confidence.



Practice Tests and Review

Taking full-length practice exams under timed conditions helps familiarize
candidates with the test format and pacing. Reviewing incorrect answers and
understanding the rationale behind questions strengthens test-taking skills
and content mastery.

Test Day Preparation

On the day of the exam, candidates should ensure adequate rest, arrive early
at the testing center, and bring required identification. Staying calm and
focused during the test can improve concentration and performance,
contributing to achieving the speech language pathology Praxis passing score.

Retaking the Speech Language Pathology Praxis
Exam

In cases where candidates do not meet the speech language pathology Praxis
passing score on their first attempt, understanding the retake policies and
preparing effectively for subsequent attempts is vital.

Retake Policies and Waiting Periods

ETS allows candidates to retake the Praxis exam; however, there may be
specific waiting periods between attempts, typically 21 days. Candidates
should consult the official ETS guidelines and their state board policies to
comply with retake requirements.

Improvement Strategies for Retakes

After an unsuccessful attempt, candidates should analyze score reports to
identify areas needing improvement. Adjusting study strategies, seeking
additional academic support, or enrolling in review courses can increase the
likelihood of achieving the speech language pathology Praxis passing score on
future attempts.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the passing score for the Speech-Language
Pathology Praxis exam?
The passing score for the Speech-Language Pathology Praxis exam is typically
162, as set by the Educational Testing Service (ETS). However, some states or
licensing boards may have different requirements.

Is the Praxis Speech-Language Pathology passing
score the same in all states?
No, while ETS sets a recommended passing score of 162, some states have their
own passing score requirements for licensure or certification, so candidates
should verify with their state licensing board.

How is the Speech-Language Pathology Praxis exam
scored?
The exam is scored on a scale from 100 to 200. The raw score (number of
correct answers) is converted to this scaled score to account for variations
in difficulty across different test forms.

Can I retake the Speech-Language Pathology Praxis
exam if I do not achieve the passing score?
Yes, candidates can retake the Praxis Speech-Language Pathology exam if they
do not pass. There may be waiting periods or limits on the number of retakes
depending on state regulations and ETS policies.

Where can I find the official passing score for the
Speech-Language Pathology Praxis exam?
The official passing score can be found on the ETS Praxis website and on your
state licensing board's website, as they provide the most up-to-date and
accurate information.

Does the passing score for the Speech-Language
Pathology Praxis exam change over time?
The passing score can be reviewed and adjusted periodically by ETS or state
licensing boards, so it is important to check the latest requirements before
taking the exam.



What happens if I score below the passing score on
the Speech-Language Pathology Praxis exam?
If you score below the passing score, you will not be certified or licensed
until you retake and pass the exam. You may need to prepare more thoroughly
or seek additional study resources before retesting.

Are there separate passing scores for different
sections of the Speech-Language Pathology Praxis
exam?
No, the Speech-Language Pathology Praxis exam is scored as a whole, and there
is one overall passing score. There are no individual section passing scores.

Additional Resources
1. Praxis Speech-Language Pathology (5331) Exam Secrets Study Guide
This comprehensive study guide is designed to help candidates prepare
effectively for the Praxis Speech-Language Pathology exam. It includes
detailed content reviews, practice questions, and test-taking strategies that
target key areas of the exam. The guide also offers tips for managing exam
anxiety and improving time management during the test.

2. Speech-Language Pathology Praxis Exam Prep: Study Guide and Practice
Questions
This book provides a focused review of the core topics covered on the Praxis
SLP exam, including assessment, intervention, and professional issues. It
features numerous practice questions with detailed answer explanations to
reinforce understanding. Additionally, it includes strategies to help test-
takers achieve a passing score on their first attempt.

3. Praxis Speech-Language Pathology 5331 Study Guide 2023-2024
Updated for the latest exam format, this study guide offers a thorough
overview of speech and language development, disorders, and intervention
techniques. It contains chapter summaries, practice tests, and review
exercises designed to boost confidence and mastery of exam content. The guide
also emphasizes clinical application relevant to the Praxis exam.

4. Speech-Language Pathology Praxis Exam Flashcard Study System
This flashcard set is an excellent resource for quick review and memorization
of critical concepts tested on the Praxis SLP exam. It covers terminology,
theories, assessment methods, and treatment approaches in a convenient,
portable format. The flashcards are designed to complement other study
materials and facilitate active recall.

5. Praxis Speech-Language Pathology Secrets Study Guide
Utilizing a question-and-answer format, this guide reveals essential secrets
and tips for passing the Praxis SLP exam. It breaks down complex topics into



understandable segments and emphasizes high-yield information. The book also
includes practice questions and strategies aimed at improving test
performance.

6. Master the Praxis Speech-Language Pathology Exam
This exam preparation manual offers comprehensive content review alongside
practice questions that simulate the actual test experience. It highlights
common pitfalls and provides advice on how to avoid them. The book is
tailored to help candidates increase their chances of achieving a passing
score.

7. Praxis Speech-Language Pathology Exam Study Guide 2024-2025
Featuring updated content aligned with the latest exam standards, this study
guide covers speech and hearing science, assessment techniques, and
intervention strategies. It includes practice tests with detailed rationales
for answers to help learners understand their mistakes. The guide also offers
test-taking tips specific to the Praxis format.

8. The Complete Praxis Speech-Language Pathology Exam Guide
This all-encompassing guide provides in-depth coverage of all exam topics,
including anatomy, phonetics, language disorders, and ethics. It combines
theory with practical examples and case studies to enhance comprehension. The
book also contains multiple practice exams to build confidence before test
day.

9. Praxis Speech-Language Pathology Exam Review and Practice Questions
Designed for thorough exam preparation, this book offers concise reviews of
essential content paired with a wide array of practice questions. It
emphasizes critical thinking and application of knowledge to clinical
scenarios. The resource aims to help candidates achieve and exceed the
required passing score.
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