st john travel guide

St John travel guide: Nestled in the turquoise waters of the Caribbean, St John is a tropical paradise
that promises breathtaking landscapes, rich history, and vibrant culture. As part of the United States
Virgin Islands, St John offers a unique blend of pristine beaches, lush rainforests, and charming towns.
Whether you're an adventure seeker, a history buff, or simply looking for a serene escape, this St John
travel guide will help you navigate the best experiences this island has to offer.

Getting to St John

Traveling to St John is an adventure in itself. Unlike many other destinations, St John does not have an
airport, which means you'll need to arrive via neighboring islands. Here's how you can get there:

1. Arriving by Air

- Fly into St Thomas (STT): Most travelers start their journey by flying into Cyril E. King Airport in St
Thomas. Once you land, the next step is to make your way to St John.

- Ferry Transfer: After arriving in St Thomas, you'll need to take a ferry to St John. The ferry departs
from Red Hook and Charlotte Amalie and takes about 20-30 minutes. Make sure to check the ferry

schedule in advance, especially during peak travel seasons.

2. Alternative Arrival Options

- Private Boat Charters: If you're craving a more personalized experience, consider hiring a private
boat charter from St Thomas to St John.

- Cruise Ships: St John is also a popular stop for cruise ships, allowing travelers to experience its
beauty for a day.

Where to Stay

Finding the perfect accommodation can enhance your St John experience. The island offers a range of
options, from luxury resorts to cozy vacation rentals.

1. Resorts and Hotels

- Caneel Bay Resort: A stunning luxury resort located in a national park, offering beachfront access
and exquisite dining options.

- The Westin St John Resort & Villas: Known for its family-friendly amenities and beautiful beachfront,
this resort is perfect for those traveling with kids.



2. Vacation Rentals

- Airbnb and Vrbo: For a more local experience, consider renting a villa or apartment through
platforms like Airbnb or Vrbo. This option provides a home-like atmosphere and often stunning views.

Top Attractions and Activities

St John is renowned for its natural beauty and outdoor activities. Here are some must-see attractions
and experiences:

1. Virgin Islands National Park

- Overview: Comprising over two-thirds of the island, this park is a haven for nature lovers. It boasts
hiking trails, historic sugar mill ruins, and stunning beaches.

- Hiking Trails: Popular trails include the Reef Bay Trail and the Cinnamon Bay Trail, both offering
breathtaking views and unique flora and fauna.

2. Beaches

- Trunk Bay: Often dubbed one of the most beautiful beaches in the world, Trunk Bay is famous for its
crystal-clear waters and underwater snorkeling trail.

- Cinnamon Bay: A perfect spot for swimming and water sports, Cinnamon Bay is also home to
camping facilities for those looking to immerse themselves in nature.

3. Snorkeling and Diving

- Coki Beach: A vibrant spot for snorkeling, Coki Beach is teeming with marine life. Don’t forget your
underwater camera!
- The Indians: A short boat ride from St John, this snorkeling site features colorful coral reefs and an
array of tropical fish.

Dining and Nightlife

St John's culinary scene is as diverse as its landscape. From beachside shacks to upscale dining, here
are some top picks:

1. Local Cuisine

- The Beach Bar: Enjoy casual dining with a beachfront view, serving up local favorites and refreshing
cocktails.

- ZoZo's at the Sugar Mill: This upscale restaurant offers fine dining with a Caribbean flair, featuring
fresh seafood and a romantic ambiance.



2. Nightlife

- The Tap Room: A great spot for craft beers and live music, this bar is perfect for a laid-back evening.
- Bamboo Studio: A unique venue featuring art, music, and performances, Bamboo Studio often hosts
local musicians for a fun night out.

Practical Tips for Travelers

To ensure a smooth trip to St John, keep these practical tips in mind:

1. Transportation on the Island

- Car Rentals: While public transportation is available, renting a car is highly recommended for
exploring the island’s hidden gems.

- Taxis: Taxis are available but can be pricey. Many drivers are familiar with the island and can take
you to popular destinations.

2. Best Time to Visit

- Peak Season: The best weather is typically from mid-December to mid-April, but this is also the
busiest time for tourists.

- Off-Peak Travel: Consider visiting during the shoulder months (May and November) for fewer crowds
and more affordable rates.

3. Health and Safety

- Sun Protection: The Caribbean sun can be intense, so be sure to wear sunscreen and stay hydrated.
- Emergency Services: Familiarize yourself with local emergency numbers and healthcare facilities in
case of any unexpected situations.

Conclusion

St John is a captivating destination that offers something for everyone—whether it's lounging on a
sun-kissed beach, exploring lush trails, or indulging in delicious local cuisine. With this comprehensive
St John travel guide, you are now equipped with all the information you need to plan your perfect
getaway. Embrace the island's natural beauty, immerse yourself in its culture, and create
unforgettable memories in this Caribbean paradise.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the must-visit attractions in St. John?

Some must-visit attractions in St. John include Trunk Bay, Cinnamon Bay, and the Virgin Islands
National Park, which offers beautiful hiking trails and stunning beaches.

What is the best time to visit St. John?

The best time to visit St. John is from December to April, when the weather is dry and temperatures
are pleasant, making it ideal for outdoor activities.

Are there any local dining recommendations in St. John?

Yes, some popular dining options include The Longboard, which offers Caribbean cuisine, and
Skinner's Loft, known for its casual atmosphere and fresh seafood.

How can | get to St. John from St. Thomas?

You can get to St. John from St. Thomas by taking a ferry from Red Hook or Charlotte Amalie, with
ferry rides typically taking about 20-30 minutes.

What outdoor activities are available in St. John?

Outdoor activities in St. John include snorkeling, scuba diving, hiking, kayaking, and exploring the
numerous beaches and coral reefs.

Is St. John family-friendly for travelers?

Yes, St. John is family-friendly, offering activities suitable for all ages, including beach days, nature
walks, and educational tours at the Virgin Islands National Park.

What should | pack for a trip to St. John?

You should pack lightweight clothing, swimwear, sunscreen, insect repellent, a reusable water bottle,
and comfortable shoes for hiking and exploring.
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