st lucys home raised by wolves claudette
character analysis

St. Lucy's Home for Girls Raised by Wolves is a captivating short story by Karen Russell, rich with
themes of identity, belonging, and the struggle between nature and nurture. One of the central
characters in this narrative is Claudette, whose journey serves as a poignant exploration of the
conflicts faced by those who navigate the complexities of a dual existence. This article delves into
Claudette's character, examining her development, motivations, and the symbolic significance she
embodies within the story.

Claudette: The Duality of Existence

Claudette represents the tension between her wolfish instincts and her desire to assimilate into
human society. Raised in the wild, she grapples with the inherent qualities bestowed upon her by
her upbringing and the expectations imposed by the structured environment of St. Lucy's Home.
This duality is a driving force in her character arc, illuminating the broader theme of belonging.

Background and Context

1. Raised by Wolves: Claudette, along with her peers, was literally raised by wolves in a forest. This
primal upbringing instills in her instincts that are at odds with the human behaviors she is expected
to adopt at St. Lucy's.

2. St. Lucy's Home: This institution is designed to civilize the girls, teaching them etiquette,
language, and social norms. For Claudette, this transition is fraught with challenges as she navigates

her identity.

3. The Significance of the Naming: Claudette's name itself carries weight. It connects her to both her
wild origins and her new environment, representing her struggles with identity and acceptance.

Character Development

Claudette’s journey is marked by significant changes in her perspective and behavior as she
attempts to reconcile her two worlds.

The Struggle for Identity

1. Instinctual Behavior: Initially, Claudette exhibits behaviors typical of her wolf upbringing. She is
impulsive, fierce, and exhibits a strong connection to her natural instincts. This creates a deep
internal conflict as she is pushed to conform to societal norms.



2. Desire for Acceptance: As Claudette spends more time at St. Lucy's, her desire for acceptance
grows. She yearns to belong to the human world, which causes her to suppress her instincts. This
struggle is portrayed through her interactions with other girls and the staff, revealing her
vulnerability.

3. Moment of Clarity: A pivotal moment occurs when Claudette realizes that her wolfish nature is not

something to be entirely ashamed of. Instead, it can coexist with her human aspirations. This
acceptance marks a critical turning point in her character development.

Relationships and Interactions

Claudette's relationships with other characters further illuminate her complexities.

1. Sisterhood with Other Girls: Claudette’s interaction with the other girls raised by wolves
showcases a sense of camaraderie. They share a unique bond born from their shared experiences,
yet each girl navigates her feelings of identity differently.

2. Conflict with Authority Figures: Claudette often finds herself at odds with the nuns and caretakers
at St. Lucy's. Their strictures represent the societal norms she is meant to adopt, creating a source
of frustration for her. This tension is emblematic of her broader struggle against conformity.

3. Connection to the Past: Claudette’s memories of her life in the wild serve as a constant reminder

of who she is at her core. These flashbacks provide insight into her character and reveal the richness
of her inner life.

Thematic Significance of Claudette

Claudette’s character embodies several key themes within St. Lucy's Home for Girls Raised by
Wolves, making her a crucial figure for understanding the story's deeper meanings.

Nature vs. Nurture

1. The Instinctual Dilemma: Claudette’s struggle illustrates the conflict between innate behavior and
learned behavior. Her instincts often clash with the expectations of her surroundings, raising
questions about the essence of identity.

2. Cultural Assimilation: Through Claudette, Russell explores the challenges of cultural assimilation.
The pressure to conform can lead to the loss of one's original self, a theme that resonates with many
readers who have experienced similar struggles in their lives.

Belonging and Acceptance

1. Desire for Community: Claudette’s longing for acceptance highlights the universal human desire



for belonging. Her journey reflects the trials many face when navigating different cultural or social
environments.

2. Reconciliation of Selves: The process of reconciling her dual identity is a powerful narrative
thread. Claudette’s eventual acceptance of both her wolfish and human characteristics suggests that
wholeness comes from embracing all aspects of oneself.

Symbolism in Claudette’s Character

Claudette’s character is rich with symbolism, contributing to the broader narrative themes.

The Wolf and the Girl

1. The Wolf as a Symbol: The wolf represents untamed nature, freedom, and instinct. Claudette’s
connection to this symbol serves as a reminder of her origins and the power of her instincts.

2. The Girl as a Symbol: In contrast, the girl symbolizes societal expectations, conformity, and the
complexities of human relationships. Claudette’s struggle to balance these two symbols reflects the
human experience of navigating different aspects of identity.

Transformation and Growth

1. Embracing Change: Claudette’s transformation throughout the story serves as a metaphor for
personal growth. Her journey from a wild girl to someone who can embrace her identity showcases
the potential for change and adaptation.

2. The Power of Choice: Ultimately, Claudette’s story emphasizes the importance of choice in
shaping one’s identity. Rather than being solely defined by her upbringing, she learns that she has
the agency to carve out her own path.

Conclusion

In St. Lucy's Home for Girls Raised by Wolves, Claudette’s character is a multifaceted exploration of
identity, belonging, and the intricate dynamics of nature versus nurture. Through her struggles and
growth, Russell invites readers to reflect on their own identities and the various forces that shape
who they are. Claudette embodies the tension between instinct and societal expectation, revealing
the complexities of the human experience. Her journey resonates with anyone who has grappled
with the question of self in a world that often demands conformity. Ultimately, Claudette is a
powerful symbol of resilience, reminding us that embracing our true selves is the key to finding
belonging in an ever-changing world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key traits of Claudette's character in 'St. Lucy's
Home for Girls Raised by Wolves'?

Claudette is characterized by her strong sense of identity and independence. She is fiercely
protective of her sister and often struggles between her wild instincts and the pressures to conform
to human society.

How does Claudette's relationship with her sister impact her
character development?

Claudette's relationship with her sister, who is more submissive and compliant, highlights her
protective nature and internal conflict. This dynamic pushes Claudette to confront her own desires
and the expectations placed on her.

In what ways does Claudette embody the theme of identity in
the story?

Claudette's journey reflects the theme of identity as she navigates her wolf heritage and the human
world. Her struggles with fitting in and staying true to herself illustrate the broader quest for self-
discovery.

What role does Claudette's wild nature play in her character
arc?

Claudette's wild nature serves as a source of strength and conflict throughout her character arc. It
represents her instincts and the struggle against societal norms, ultimately leading her to seek a
balance between her two worlds.

How does Claudette's perspective on human society differ
from her experiences at St. Lucy's Home?

Claudette initially views human society with skepticism, feeling alienated by its rules and
expectations. Her experiences at St. Lucy's Home challenge her perceptions, forcing her to confront
the complexities of belonging and adaptation.

What symbols are associated with Claudette in the narrative,
and what do they represent?

Symbols associated with Claudette include wolves and the moon, which represent her primal
instincts and connection to her heritage. These symbols highlight her internal conflict between her
natural self and the societal pressures to conform.



How does Claudette's character reflect the broader societal
themes in the story?

Claudette's character reflects themes of conformity, identity, and the struggle for autonomy in a
restrictive society. Her journey underscores the tension between individuality and societal
expectations faced by many adolescents.

What is the significance of Claudette's choice at the end of the
story?

Claudette's choice at the end of the story symbolizes her acceptance of her dual identity. It signifies
her growth and understanding that she can embrace both her wolf heritage and her place in human
society, ultimately forging her own path.
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