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Introduction to St. Therese of Lisieux

St. Therese of Lisieux, also known as "The Little Flower," is one of the most beloved saints in the
Catholic Church. Born on January 2, 1873, in Alencon, France, she has inspired countless individuals
with her simple yet profound spirituality and her deep love for God. Her life story, characterized by
humility, trust in God, and a commitment to a "little way" of holiness, continues to resonate with
people across the globe.

Early Life

Therese Martin was the youngest of nine children born to Louis and Zelie Martin, both of whom
were devout Catholics. The family lived in a nurturing environment that emphasized faith, love, and
devotion to God. Sadly, Therese's mother passed away when she was just four years old, leaving a
significant impact on her early life.

Childhood and Family Influence

Growing up in a loving family, Therese was deeply influenced by her parents, especially her father,
who was known for his gentleness and kindness. Her older sisters, Pauline, Marie, and Leonie,
played essential roles in her upbringing, providing emotional support and guidance as they
navigated the challenges of life without their mother.

Therese exhibited a deep spirituality from a young age. She often spoke about her desire to become
a saint and her longing to serve God. Her early experiences of suffering, particularly the loss of her
mother, led her to develop a profound empathy for others, which would later shape her spiritual
journey.

The Call to Religious Life

At the age of 15, Therese felt a strong calling to enter the Carmelite convent in Lisieux. Her
determination was met with obstacles, as her youth and inexperience made it difficult for her to gain
acceptance. However, Therese's unwavering faith and persistence eventually led to her admission to
the Carmelite order on April 9, 1888.

Life in the Carmelite Convent

Once in the convent, Therese adopted the religious name "Sister Therese of the Child Jesus and the



Holy Face." Her life in the convent was marked by a commitment to prayer, community, and a
deepening relationship with God. Despite her youthful age, she quickly became known for her
humility and kindness.

During her time in the convent, Therese developed her spirituality, which she later described as the
"Little Way." This approach emphasized:

e Embracing simplicity in faith

e Trusting in God's love and mercy

e Performing small acts of kindness with great love

Therese believed that one did not need to perform grand gestures to achieve holiness; instead, it
was the small, everyday actions that mattered most. This revolutionary idea has inspired many to
seek holiness in their daily lives.

Health Struggles and Spiritual Growth

Throughout her life, Therese struggled with various health issues, including tuberculosis, which
would ultimately lead to her premature death at the age of 24. Despite her physical suffering, she
remained steadfast in her faith and maintained a positive outlook on life.

Writing and Spiritual Legacy

During her illness, Therese began writing her autobiography, "Story of a Soul." In this work, she
detailed her life, her spiritual journey, and her understanding of the "Little Way." The book was
published posthumously and has since become a spiritual classic, influencing countless readers and
seekers of the faith.

In her writings, Therese emphasized the importance of love in all actions, stating, "For me, prayer is
an aspiration of the heart, a simple look turned toward heaven." Her insights into the nature of
prayer and love have had a lasting impact on Catholic spirituality.

Death and Canonization

Therese's health deteriorated rapidly in the spring of 1897. She passed away on September 30,
1897, after suffering immensely from her illness. Her last words were a testament to her faith and
love for God: "My God, I love You."

After her death, her life of virtue and the miracles attributed to her intercession led to her
beatification in 1923 and canonization in 1925 by Pope Pius XI. St. Therese of Lisieux was



proclaimed a Doctor of the Church on October 19, 1997, becoming one of the few women to receive
this honor.

St. Therese's Influence and Legacy

St. Therese of Lisieux has left an indelible mark on the Catholic Church and beyond. Her "Little
Way" continues to inspire people to approach their faith with simplicity and love. She is the patron
saint of florists, gardeners, and missionaries, reflecting her deep connection to nature and her desire
to spread the love of God to all.

Devotion and Popularity

St. Therese's popularity can be attributed to several factors:

1. Relatable Spirituality: Her emphasis on small acts of love makes holiness accessible to
everyone.

2. Miracles and Intercession: Many have reported miraculous healings and answered prayers
through her intercession.

3. Global Reach: Her writings have been translated into numerous languages, allowing her
message to reach a worldwide audience.

Feast Day and Celebration

St. Therese's feast day is celebrated on October 1st. On this day, many Catholics honor her memory
with special prayers, Masses, and acts of charity. Her legacy encourages individuals to embrace
their own spiritual journeys, no matter how humble or small.

Conclusion

St. Therese of Lisieux, known as "The Little Flower," serves as a powerful example of how faith, love,
and humility can transform lives. Her teachings encourage individuals to find holiness in everyday
life and to trust in God's loving presence. Through her life and writings, St. Therese has become a
beloved figure in the Catholic Church, inspiring generations to seek a deeper relationship with God
through simple acts of love and kindness. Her story reminds us that even the smallest actions can
have a profound impact on the world around us, leading us closer to God and to one another.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was St. Therese of Lisieux?

St. Therese of Lisieux, also known as 'The Little Flower,' was a French Carmelite nun born on
January 2, 1873, in Alencon, France. She is known for her simple yet profound spiritual teachings
and her deep love for God.

What is the significance of St. Therese's 'Little Way'?

St. Therese's 'Little Way' emphasizes doing small acts of love and kindness with great faith, showing
that holiness can be achieved through simple and humble actions rather than grand gestures.

When did St. Therese become a nun?

St. Therese entered the Carmelite convent in Lisieux at the age of 15, taking the name Sister
Therese of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face.

What are some major works or writings of St. Therese?

St. Therese is best known for her autobiography, 'Story of a Soul,' which outlines her spiritual
journey and the principles of her 'Little Way.'

How did St. Therese die, and when?

St. Therese died on September 30, 1897, at the age of 24, after suffering from tuberculosis. Her
death was marked by a deep sense of peace and love.

What is St. Therese's legacy in the Catholic Church?

St. Therese was canonized as a saint in 1925 and declared a Doctor of the Church in 1997,
recognized for her influential spiritual writings and teachings on love and humility.

Why is St. Therese often referred to as 'The Little Flower'?

St. Therese is called 'The Little Flower' because of her love for flowers, which symbolize her belief in
the beauty of simple acts of love and her desire to be like a small flower in God's garden.

How is St. Therese celebrated today?

St. Therese is celebrated on her feast day, October 1, with various devotions, prayers, and events in
many Catholic communities around the world, reflecting her enduring impact on spirituality.
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