stand athwart history yelling stop

Stand athwart history yelling stop is a phrase that encapsulates a particular political and
philosophical stance, famously associated with the conservative movement in the United States. The
phrase was popularized by William F. Buckley Jr., a prominent conservative intellectual and founder
of the National Review magazine. It has since come to symbolize a reactionary approach to societal
and political change, emphasizing the need to halt or resist the prevailing tides of history that
threaten traditional values and institutions. This article explores the origins, implications, and
contemporary relevance of this phrase in the context of modern political discourse.

Origins of the Phrase

The phrase “stand athwart history yelling stop” first appeared in William F. Buckley Jr.’s 1955
National Review article. Buckley argued that conservatives have a crucial role in society: to resist
the progressive movements that he believed were eroding the moral and social fabric of America.
His contention was that history often moves towards liberalization and progressivism, and it is the
duty of conservatives to push back against these changes.

William F. Buckley ]r.

Buckley, a Yale graduate and a skilled debater, was a central figure in the post-World War II
conservative movement. His work was characterized by a blend of intellectual rigor and wit, as he
engaged with contemporary political issues. Key aspects of his life and work include:

- Founding National Review: In 1955, Buckley established the magazine, which became a platform
for conservative thought and a counter to liberal ideologies.

- Cultural Commentary: Buckley’s writings often addressed cultural issues, arguing for the
importance of tradition and moral clarity.

- Television and Debate: He popularized conservative ideas through television appearances, notably
with his show “Firing Line,” where he debated prominent figures from various political backgrounds.

The Philosophical Context

The phrase “stand athwart history yelling stop” is deeply rooted in a broader philosophical context.
It reflects a conservative worldview that values tradition, skepticism towards change, and a belief in
the importance of established institutions.

Conservatism and Tradition

Conservatives often argue that traditions represent the accumulated wisdom of generations. They
see rapid changes in society—whether social, political, or economic—as potentially destabilizing. Key



points in this regard include:

- Value of Tradition: Traditions provide continuity and stability, serving as a guide for moral and
ethical behavior.

- Caution Against Utopianism: Conservatives tend to be wary of radical changes that promise
utopian outcomes, as history has shown that such transformations can lead to chaos and suffering.
- Institutional Integrity: Many conservatives advocate for the preservation of institutions like family,
religion, and community, which they believe are essential for societal cohesion.

Historical Context of Change

The phrase also evokes a historical consciousness, suggesting that history is not an inevitable march
toward progress. Instead, it is filled with moments of crisis, conflict, and regression. Key
considerations include:

- Historical Cycles: Some theorists propose that societies go through cycles of rise and fall,
indicating that progress is not linear.

- The Role of Agency: The phrase implies that individuals and groups have the power to influence the
direction of history, highlighting the importance of resistance to unwanted changes.

Contemporary Relevance

In recent years, the phrase has gained renewed attention as political polarization has intensified.
The landscape of American politics is characterized by extreme partisanship, making the call to
“stand athwart history” particularly resonant.

The Response to Progressivism

Modern conservatives often find themselves in opposition to progressive movements advocating for
social justice, environmental reforms, and increased government intervention. Key aspects of this
response include:

- Cultural Values: Many conservatives perceive progressive policies as a threat to traditional values,
prompting a defensive posture.

- Economic Concerns: The push for economic interventions, such as increased taxation and
regulation, is seen as detrimental to individual freedoms and economic growth.

- National Identity: Issues surrounding immigration and national identity have prompted
conservatives to argue for policies that emphasize sovereignty and cultural cohesion.

Figures and Movements

Several contemporary figures and movements embody the spirit of “standing athwart history yelling
stop.” These include:



- Donald Trump: The former president’s rhetoric often emphasized a rejection of established norms
and a call to halt progressive changes in areas such as immigration, trade, and foreign policy.

- Tea Party Movement: Emerging in the late 2000s, this grassroots movement focused on limited
government and fiscal conservatism, opposing what its members viewed as excessive government
overreach.

- Traditionalist Thinkers: Writers and thinkers like Rod Dreher advocate for a return to traditional
values and lifestyles, often emphasizing the need for a cultural counter-revolution.

Criticism of the Stance

While the phrase “stand athwart history yelling stop” resonates with many conservatives, it is also
subject to significant criticism. Critics argue that such a defensive posture can be regressive and
limit the potential for necessary social progress.

Arguments Against the Philosophy

1. Resistance to Progress: Critics contend that an unwavering resistance to change can hinder social
justice and equality, which are often achieved through progressive reforms.

2. Fear of Change: Opponents argue that the conservative stance embodies a fear of change that is
counterproductive in a rapidly evolving world.

3. Cultural Stagnation: There is a concern that excessive focus on tradition can lead to cultural
stagnation, preventing societies from adapting to new challenges and opportunities.

The Role of Pragmatism

Some argue for a more pragmatic approach that balances tradition with the need for reform. This
perspective suggests that while it is important to respect historical values, there should also be an
openness to necessary change. Key ideas include:

- Incremental Change: Advocates for gradual change rather than abrupt upheaval, which can lead to
instability.

- Dialogue Across Divides: Encouraging conversations between differing political camps can lead to
more nuanced solutions that respect both tradition and progress.

Conclusion

“Stand athwart history yelling stop” is more than just a phrase; it represents a significant
philosophical and political stance that resonates with many in the conservative movement. While it
encapsulates a powerful call to preserve tradition and resist unwanted change, it also invites debate
and critique. In an era of rapid transformation, the challenge remains to find a balance between
honoring the past and embracing the future. As societies grapple with complex issues, the
conversation surrounding this phrase will undoubtedly continue to evolve, reflecting the dynamic
nature of political discourse.



Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'stand athwart history yelling stop'
mean?

The phrase, popularized by conservative commentator William F. Buckley Jr., expresses a desire to
halt the relentless march of progressivism and change in society, advocating for a return to
traditional values.

Who originally coined the phrase 'stand athwart history yelling
stop'?

The phrase was coined by William F. Buckley Jr. in his 1955 book 'God and Man at Yale', where he
argued for a conservative approach to political and social issues.

In what context is 'stand athwart history yelling stop' often
used today?

Today, the phrase is often used in political discourse to express opposition to rapid societal changes,
particularly in areas like social justice, immigration, and economic policy, from a conservative
perspective.

How has the meaning of 'stand athwart history yelling stop'
evolved over time?

Originally focused on mid-20th century conservatism, the phrase has evolved to encompass a
broader critique of contemporary liberalism and progressivism, reflecting ongoing debates about the
pace and direction of social change.

What are some criticisms of the philosophy behind 'stand
athwart history yelling stop'?

Critics argue that this philosophy can promote stagnation and resist necessary reforms, hindering
progress on critical issues such as civil rights, environmental policy, and social equity.

How do modern conservative movements interpret 'stand
athwart history yelling stop'?

Modern conservative movements often interpret the phrase as a rallying cry to defend traditional
values and resist what they see as the excesses of modern liberalism, emphasizing a need for
cautious and measured approaches to change.
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