standard accommodations available to
ells for assessment in arizona

Standard accommodations available to ELLs for assessment in Arizona are
critical for ensuring that students who are English Language Learners (ELLs)
can demonstrate their knowledge and skills effectively during assessments. As
Arizona continues to diversify, the educational system needs to provide
appropriate support for ELLs, who may face unique challenges due to language
barriers. This article will explore the various accommodations available to
ELLs during assessments, the rationale behind these accommodations, and best
practices for their implementation.

Understanding ELLs and Their Needs

In Arizona, ELLs represent a significant portion of the student population,
necessitating an understanding of their specific learning needs. ELLs are
students whose primary language is not English, and they require additional
support to reach proficiency in the language while also mastering academic
content. In assessments, language proficiency can significantly impact
performance, potentially leading to an inaccurate representation of a
student's knowledge and capabilities.

Rationale for Accommodations

The primary goal of providing accommodations for ELLs during assessments is
to level the playing field. Accommodations can help mitigate the effects of
language barriers and ensure that ELLs can demonstrate their understanding of
the subject matter without being hindered by their English language
proficiency. The following reasons highlight the importance of
accommodations:

1. Equity: Ensuring that all students have an equal opportunity to succeed is
crucial in an inclusive educational environment.

2. Validity: Assessments should accurately reflect a student's knowledge and
skills, not their language proficiency.

3. Confidence: Appropriate accommodations can help ELLs feel more comfortable
and confident during assessments, potentially improving their performance.

Types of Standard Accommodations for ELLs in
Arizona

In Arizona, the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) outlines several



standard accommodations for ELLs. These accommodations can be categorized
into several areas, including presentation, response, setting, and
timing/scheduling.

1. Presentation Accommodations

Presentation accommodations modify how information is delivered to ELLs.
These accommodations can include:

- Bilingual dictionaries: Allowing ELLs to use bilingual dictionaries can aid
in understanding complex vocabulary and concepts.

- Translated test directions: Providing test instructions in a student's
native language can help ensure comprehension.

- Visual aids: Incorporating charts, graphs, and pictures can assist ELLs in
grasping content more effectively.

- Audio recordings: Some assessments may benefit from being read aloud to
ELLs, allowing them to focus on comprehension without being hindered by
reading difficulties.

2. Response Accommodations

Response accommodations assist ELLs in demonstrating their knowledge in
various ways. These include:

- Alternative response formats: Allowing students to respond orally, through
drawings, or using technology (such as speech-to-text software) can provide
ELLs with more ways to express their understanding.

- Extended time for written responses: Granting additional time for written
tasks can help ELLs formulate their thoughts without the pressure of a time
limit.

- Use of a scribe: For students who struggle with writing in English, a
scribe can help by transcribing their ideas.

3. Setting Accommodations

Setting accommodations involve changes to the physical environment in which
assessments take place. These accommodations can include:

- Small group settings: Administering assessments in smaller groups can
provide a less intimidating environment for ELLs.

- Quiet locations: Offering assessments in quiet areas can help reduce
distractions for ELLs, allowing for better concentration.



4. Timing/Scheduling Accommodations

Timing and scheduling accommodations allow more flexibility in how
assessments are administered. These accommodations include:

- Extended time: Providing additional time for assessments ensures that ELLs
can focus on comprehension and expression without feeling rushed.

- Breaks during assessments: Allowing breaks can help ELLs manage fatigue and
stress, particularly during lengthy assessments.

Implementation of Accommodations

Effective implementation of accommodations requires collaboration among
educators, administrators, and families. Here are steps for successful
implementation:

1. Identifying Needs

Assessing individual student needs is vital. Teachers should work with ELL
specialists to determine which accommodations will be most beneficial for
each student based on their proficiency levels and learning styles.

2. Training Educators

Professional development for educators is essential to ensure they understand
the importance of accommodations and how to implement them effectively.
Training should cover:

- The specific accommodations available to ELLs.
- Best practices for modifying assessments while maintaining rigor.
- Strategies for fostering an inclusive classroom environment.

3. Communication with Families

Engaging families in the accommodation process is crucial. Educators should
communicate with families about the types of accommodations being utilized
and solicit input regarding their child's needs. This collaboration can
enhance the effectiveness of accommodations and support student success.



Challenges and Considerations

While accommodations are beneficial, challenges can arise in their
implementation. Some considerations include:

- Inconsistent application: Ensuring that accommodations are applied
consistently across different assessments and classrooms can be challenging.
- Balancing rigor and support: While accommodations are intended to support
ELLs, it is essential to maintain the rigor and integrity of the assessments.
- Monitoring effectiveness: Educators must regularly assess the effectiveness
of accommodations and make adjustments based on student performance and
feedback.

Conclusion

In conclusion, standard accommodations available to ELLs for assessment in
Arizona are essential tools for fostering equity and ensuring that ELLs have
the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and skills effectively. By
understanding the unique needs of ELLs and implementing appropriate
accommodations, educators can create a more inclusive and supportive
assessment environment. Ongoing collaboration between educators, families,
and specialists is crucial in making accommodations work effectively,
ultimately leading to improved outcomes for ELLs in Arizona's diverse
educational landscape. Through these efforts, we can help ELLs thrive
academically and prepare them for future success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are standard accommodations for English
Language Learners (ELLs) during assessments in
Arizona?

Standard accommodations for ELLs in Arizona include extended time on tests,
use of bilingual dictionaries, simplified instructions, and the ability to
take assessments in a separate location to reduce distractions.

How does Arizona determine which accommodations are
appropriate for ELLs during assessments?

In Arizona, the determination of appropriate accommodations for ELLs is based
on individual student needs, language proficiency levels, and input from
educators, parents, and assessment coordinators.



Are ELLs allowed to use their native language during
assessments in Arizona?

Yes, ELLs in Arizona may use their native language to assist with
understanding assessment instructions, but the actual test responses must be
provided in English unless specifically allowed otherwise.

What role do teachers play in providing
accommodations for ELLs in Arizona assessments?

Teachers play a crucial role by identifying the specific needs of ELLs,
implementing appropriate accommodations, and ensuring that students are aware
of the supports available to them during assessments.

Can schools in Arizona provide accommodations for
ELLs beyond standardized testing?

Yes, schools in Arizona can provide accommodations for ELLs in all classroom
activities, including formative assessments, assignments, and classroom
instruction, to support their learning and language development.

What resources are available to help educators
implement accommodations for ELLs in assessments?

Educators in Arizona have access to various resources, including professional
development workshops, guidance from the Arizona Department of Education, and
materials from organizations focused on ELL education and assessment best
practices.
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