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Standard Method of Measurement of Building Works Seventh Edition is a crucial
guideline for construction professionals, providing a systematic approach to
measuring and defining building works. This document serves as an essential
framework for quantity surveying, ensuring consistency, transparency, and
accuracy in the measurement and pricing of building projects. This article
delves into the significant aspects of the seventh edition, its historical
context, key features, and its implications for the construction industry.

Historical Context

The Standard Method of Measurement of Building Works (SMM) has its roots in
the early 20th century, evolving through various editions to adapt to the
changing landscape of the construction industry.

Evolution of the SMM

1. First Edition (1970): Introduced to standardize measurement practices
across the UK.
2. Second to Sixth Editions: Each edition incorporated feedback from industry
practitioners, addressing emerging trends, technological advancements, and
construction practices.
3. Seventh Edition (2013): Represents the latest iteration, reflecting
contemporary practices and the increased complexity of modern construction.

Key Features of the Seventh Edition

The seventh edition of the Standard Method of Measurement of Building Works
brings several significant updates and refinements, making it a vital
resource for professionals in the construction sector.

1. Structure and Layout

- Clarity in Definitions: The seventh edition provides clear definitions of
terms and phrases used in measurement, ensuring all professionals have a
common understanding.
- Logical Organization: The document is structured to guide users through the
measurement process systematically.



2. Measurement Standards

- Detailed Measurement Rules: The seventh edition outlines specific
measurement rules for various building elements, including:
- Foundations
- Superstructures
- Finishes
- Services
- Standard Units: It reinforces the use of standard units of measurement,
promoting uniformity across projects.

3. Inclusion of New Technologies

- Digital Measurement Tools: The seventh edition acknowledges the rise of
digital tools and technologies, providing guidelines on how to incorporate
these into measurement practices.
- Building Information Modelling (BIM): It includes sections on how to
utilize BIM for accurate measurement and cost estimation.

4. Environmental Considerations

- Sustainability Metrics: The seventh edition introduces methodologies for
measuring sustainability aspects of building works, encouraging
environmentally responsible practices.
- Life Cycle Assessment: It emphasizes the importance of considering the
entire life cycle of building materials in measurement and pricing.

5. Enhanced Guidance for Quantity Surveyors

- Guidelines for Pricing: The document provides comprehensive guidance on how
to price building works accurately, taking into consideration labor,
materials, and overhead costs.
- Risk Management: It addresses risk management, offering strategies for
identifying and mitigating risks associated with measurement and cost
estimation.

Implications for the Construction Industry

The Standard Method of Measurement of Building Works seventh edition has
profound implications for various stakeholders in the construction industry,
including contractors, clients, and quantity surveyors.



1. Improved Communication

- Common Language: By standardizing measurement practices, the SMM fosters
clearer communication among all parties involved in building projects.
- Reduced Disputes: A common framework minimizes misunderstandings, leading
to fewer disputes over measurements and costs.

2. Enhanced Cost Control

- Accurate Cost Estimation: With detailed guidelines on measurement, quantity
surveyors can provide more accurate cost estimates, aiding in budget
management.
- Financial Planning: Clients can better plan their finances, ensuring
projects are completed within budget.

3. Increased Efficiency

- Streamlined Processes: By following standard measurement practices,
construction professionals can streamline their workflows, leading to
increased efficiency.
- Time Savings: The clarity provided by the SMM reduces the time spent on
measurements and estimations.

4. Training and Development

- Educational Resource: The seventh edition serves as an educational resource
for training new quantity surveyors and construction professionals.
- Professional Development: It encourages ongoing professional development by
providing a framework for understanding current best practices.

Implementation Challenges

Despite its numerous benefits, the implementation of the Standard Method of
Measurement of Building Works seventh edition presents certain challenges.

1. Resistance to Change

- Traditional Practices: Some professionals may resist adopting the new
standards due to familiarity with older methods.
- Training Requirements: Organizations may need to invest in training to



ensure all staff are up to date with the new guidelines.

2. Variability in Application

- Inconsistent Use: Different firms may interpret the guidelines in various
ways, leading to inconsistencies in measurement and pricing.
- Need for Oversight: Regular oversight and auditing may be required to
ensure adherence to the SMM.

Future Developments

As the construction industry continues to evolve, so too will the Standard
Method of Measurement of Building Works.

1. Ongoing Revisions

- Feedback Mechanisms: Continuous feedback from industry practitioners will
be essential for future iterations of the SMM.
- Adapting to Technological Advances: The integration of emerging
technologies will further refine measurement practices.

2. Global Adaptation

- International Standards: As the industry becomes more globalized, there may
be a push towards creating internationally recognized measurement standards.
- Cross-Border Collaboration: Improved measurement practices will facilitate
collaboration on international construction projects.

Conclusion

The Standard Method of Measurement of Building Works seventh edition is an
indispensable tool for professionals in the construction industry. Its
structured approach to measurement not only enhances clarity and consistency
but also plays a critical role in cost control and project management. While
there are challenges to its implementation, the benefits of adopting the
seventh edition far outweigh the obstacles. As the construction landscape
continues to evolve, ongoing adaptation and refinements of the SMM will
ensure it remains relevant and effective in meeting the needs of the
industry.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Standard Method of Measurement of
Building Works, Seventh Edition?
The Standard Method of Measurement of Building Works, Seventh Edition, is a
comprehensive guide that provides standardized procedures for measuring
building works in the construction industry, ensuring consistency and clarity
in the quantification of materials and labor.

Who publishes the Standard Method of Measurement of
Building Works?
The Standard Method of Measurement of Building Works is published by the
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS), which aims to uphold
professional standards in surveying and construction.

What significant updates were made in the Seventh
Edition compared to previous editions?
The Seventh Edition includes updates to reflect current practices,
technological advancements, and changes in construction methods, as well as
greater emphasis on sustainability and environmental considerations.

How does the Seventh Edition address sustainability
in building measurement?
The Seventh Edition incorporates guidelines for measuring sustainable
building practices, including energy-efficient designs, sustainable
materials, and waste reduction, promoting environmentally responsible
construction.

Is the Standard Method of Measurement of Building
Works applicable internationally?
While primarily used in the UK, the principles outlined in the Standard
Method of Measurement of Building Works can be adapted for international use,
offering a framework for consistency in construction measurement globally.

What role does the Standard Method of Measurement
play in construction contracts?
The Standard Method of Measurement provides a common language for clients,
contractors, and quantity surveyors, facilitating clearer communication and
reducing disputes related to quantities and costs in construction contracts.



How can professionals access the Standard Method of
Measurement of Building Works, Seventh Edition?
The Seventh Edition can be accessed through the RICS website, where
professionals can purchase a digital or printed copy, or through various
construction industry publications and libraries.

What are some key features of the Seventh Edition?
Key features of the Seventh Edition include detailed measurement rules,
guidance on new construction technologies, improved clarity in definitions,
and enhanced examples for practical application.

How often is the Standard Method of Measurement
updated?
The Standard Method of Measurement is typically reviewed and updated every
few years to reflect changes in the construction industry, technological
advancements, and evolving best practices.
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