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Understanding the Standard of Excellence 2 Clarinet

Standard of Excellence 2 Clarinet is a widely recognized method book designed for young clarinet players
who have completed the first level of the series. This comprehensive resource not only focuses on
improving technical skills but also emphasizes musicality and performance. Published by Kjos Music
Company, the Standard of Excellence series has gained popularity among music educators and students

alike for its engaging approach to learning.

Overview of the Standard of Excellence Series

The Standard of Excellence series was created by Bruce Pearson and is known for its structured

progression through various levels of musical competence. The series is divided into three primary books:
1. Standard of Excellence 1 - For beginners.
2. Standard of Excellence 2 - For intermediate players.

3. Standard of Excellence 3 - For advanced players.

Each book builds upon the skills learned in the previous one, ensuring students develop a solid foundation

in both technique and musical understanding.

Features of Standard of Excellence 2 Clarinet

The Standard of Excellence 2 Clarinet book includes several key features that contribute to its effectiveness

as a teaching tool:

1. Comprehensive Curriculum

The curriculum covers a wide range of musical concepts, including:

- Scales and Arpeggios: Essential for developing finger technique and tonal quality.
- Rhythmic Patterns: Various exercises that enhance rhythmic understanding and execution.

- Sight-Reading Exercises: Designed to improve reading skills and build confidence in playing new music.



2. Engaging Repertoire

The book contains a diverse selection of musical pieces, ranging from classical to contemporary. This variety

ensures that students remain interested and motivated to practice. Some notable features include:
- Familiar Tunes: Many pieces are based on well-known melodies that students will recognize and enjoy
playing.

- Cultural Diversity: The repertoire includes music from various cultures, encouraging students to

appreciate different musical styles.

3. Built-in Assessment Tools

One of the standout features of Standard of Excellence 2 is its emphasis on assessment. The book includes:
- Checklists: These allow students to track their progress and set goals.

- Performance Evaluations: Designed to help students assess their playing and identify areas for

improvement.

4. Accompaniment Options

To enhance the learning experience, the book offers optional accompaniment parts. These can be played by
a piano or other instruments, allowing students to practice in a more ensemble-like setting. This feature is

invaluable for developing listening skills and ensemble playing techniques.

The Importance of Technique in Clarinet Playing

Technique is foundational to mastering the clarinet. The Standard of Excellence 2 Clarinet places significant
emphasis on developing good technique through various exercises and drills. Here are some critical areas of

focus:

1. Embouchure Development

A proper embouchure is essential for producing a clear and focused sound. The book includes exercises

designed to help students develop:

- Tightness and Flexibility: These attributes are crucial for controlling the pitch and tone quality.



- Lip Positioning: Correct lip placement on the mouthpiece aids in producing a stable sound.

2. Breath Control

Breath control is vital for playing the clarinet, as it affects dynamics, phrasing, and overall tone. The book

provides:

- Breathing Exercises: These exercises teach students how to manage their airflow effectively.

- Long Tone Studies: Practicing long tones helps in developing a consistent and resonant sound.

3. Finger Technique

Finger dexterity and coordination are crucial for executing passages with precision. The Standard of

Excellence 2 includes:

- Technical Studies: These studies focus on finger patterns, scales, and arpeggios to build speed and accuracy.
- Articulation Exercises: Various articulation techniques are introduced to help students achieve clarity in

their playing.

Enhancing Musicality Through Performance

‘While technical skills are essential, musicality is equally important in developing a well-rounded musician.
The Standard of Excellence 2 Clarinet encourages students to express themselves musically through several

means:

1. Dynamics and Expression

The book emphasizes the importance of dynamics, phrasing, and articulation in musical performance.

Students learn to:

- Interpret Musical Directions: Understanding terms like "piano," "forte,” and "crescendo” helps in
conveying emotion through music.
- Phrasing: Students are taught how to shape musical lines, adding depth and expression to their

performances.



2. Performances and Recitals

Regular performance opportunities are crucial for developing confidence and stage presence. The Standard

of Excellence 2 encourages:

- Solo Performances: Students are urged to perform solos from the book, allowing them to showcase their
skills.

- Group Performances: Playing in ensembles enhances listening skills and fosters teamwork.

3. Critical Listening Skills

To become a well-rounded musician, students must develop critical listening skills. The book includes:

- Listening Activities: These activities encourage students to analyze performances and identify areas for
improvement.
- Peer Feedback: Students are encouraged to listen to each other and provide constructive feedback,

fostering a collaborative learning environment.

Conclusion

The Standard of Excellence 2 Clarinet is a vital resource for young clarinet players seeking to enhance
their skills and develop a deeper understanding of music. By focusing on technical proficiency, musicality,
and performance, the book equips students with the tools they need for success. As students progress
through the exercises and repertoire, they not only become better musicians but also develop a lifelong
appreciation for music. Whether used in a classroom setting or for individual practice, the Standard of

Excellence 2 Clarinet remains a cornerstone of music education, guiding students on their musical journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Standard of Excellence 2' for clarinet?

Standard of Excellence 2 is a comprehensive method book designed for advancing clarinet students,

focusing on developing technical skills, musicianship, and performance readiness.

‘What age group is 'Standard of Excellence 2' suitable for?

It is typically suitable for students in middle school or early high school who have completed the first level



of the Standard of Excellence series.

‘What skills does 'Standard of Excellence 2' emphasize for clarinet players?

The book emphasizes tone production, technical exercises, music theory, sight-reading, and ensemble

playing, helping students to become well-rounded musicians.

Are there accompanying resources for 'Standard of Excellence 2'?

Yes, there are supplementary materials including a CD for listening and play-along tracks, as well as a

teacher's edition for educators.

How does 'Standard of Excellence 2' incorporate music theory?

The book integrates music theory concepts into lessons, providing students with a foundational

understanding of musical notation, scales, and key signatures as they learn to play.

Can 'Standard of Excellence 2' be used for group lessons?

Absolutely! The structured format and ensemble exercises make it ideal for both individual and group

lessons in a classroom setting.

What are some key pieces included in 'Standard of Excellence 2'?

The book includes a variety of musical selections ranging from classical to contemporary, providing diverse

repertoire for students to practice and perform.

Is 'Standard of Excellence 2' appropriate for all clarinet types?

Yes, 'Standard of Excellence 2' is designed for all types of clarinets, including Bb clarinet, and can be

adapted for bass clarinet players as well.
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