
standard of excellence percussion book 1

Standard of Excellence Percussion Book 1 is an essential resource for beginning percussionists, offering a
comprehensive introduction to the techniques, skills, and knowledge required for mastering percussion
instruments. This book is part of the highly regarded "Standard of Excellence" series created by Bruce
Pearson and has been instrumental in music education for students in middle school and beyond. With its
methodical approach, engaging content, and thorough explanations, it serves as an ideal starting point for
aspiring percussionists.

Overview of the Standard of Excellence Percussion Book 1

The Standard of Excellence Percussion Book 1 is designed for students who are new to percussion. It covers
a wide range of topics, including rhythm, technique, and instrument-specific skills. The book emphasizes a
well-rounded musical education and encourages students to develop their musicality while acquiring
essential technical skills.

Content Structure

The book is organized into various sections, which include:

1. Fundamentals of Rhythm:
- Introduction to basic rhythmic values (whole, half, quarter, eighth notes, and rests).
- Simple time signatures and their implications for percussion playing.

2. Technique Development:
- Exercises designed to improve stick control and hand coordination.
- Focus on proper grip, posture, and playing position.

3. Instrument Specifics:
- Sections dedicated to snare drum, keyboard percussion (like xylophone and marimba), and auxiliary
percussion instruments.
- Detailed explanations of each instrument’s role in an ensemble.

4. Sight Reading and Ear Training:
- Exercises aimed at enhancing a student's ability to read music and recognize rhythms by ear.

5. Performance Pieces:
- A selection of pieces that provide opportunities for practical application of skills learned in the book.



- Pieces vary in style and difficulty, catering to different levels of proficiency.

Key Features of the Book

The Standard of Excellence Percussion Book 1 stands out due to several key features that enhance the
learning experience:

Comprehensive Instruction

The book provides in-depth explanations and guidance on fundamental principles of percussion playing.
Each concept is broken down into manageable sections, making it easy for students to grasp new ideas.

Engaging Exercises

Exercises are designed to be engaging and fun, ensuring that students remain motivated throughout their
learning journey. The inclusion of musical games and challenges keeps the practice sessions lively and
enjoyable.

Use of Technology

Modern editions of the Standard of Excellence books often include access to online resources. These may
include:

- Interactive practice tools: Online applications or websites that allow students to play along with
accompaniment tracks.
- Video tutorials: Visual demonstrations of techniques and exercises to reinforce learning.

Assessment Tools

The book offers assessment tools, such as:

- Self-assessment checklists: Allowing students to track their progress and identify areas for improvement.
- Performance evaluations: Guidelines for assessing playing during recitals or ensemble performances.



Benefits of Using the Standard of Excellence Percussion Book 1

The Standard of Excellence Percussion Book 1 provides numerous benefits for both students and educators
in a music program.

For Students

1. Solid Foundation:
- Students develop a strong foundation in percussion that will serve them throughout their musical careers.

2. Diverse Learning Methods:
- The combination of written exercises, performance pieces, and technology promotes various learning
styles.

3. Confidence Building:
- As students progress through the book, they gain confidence in their abilities, which encourages them to
take on new challenges.

For Educators

1. Structured Curriculum:
- Provides a clear and structured curriculum that aligns with educational standards.

2. Comprehensive Resources:
- Offers a wealth of resources for teaching, including lesson plans and performance suggestions.

3. Fostering Musical Growth:
- Encourages a holistic approach to teaching music, promoting both technical proficiency and musical
expression.

How to Incorporate the Book into Lessons

For educators looking to effectively incorporate the Standard of Excellence Percussion Book 1 into their
lessons, consider the following strategies:



Creating a Lesson Plan

1. Set Goals:
- Identify specific goals for each lesson based on the chapters or sections of the book.

2. Engage in Warm-Up Exercises:
- Begin each lesson with warm-up exercises from the book to reinforce technique and rhythm skills.

3. Incorporate Performance Pieces:
- Allocate time for students to practice the performance pieces, focusing on musical expression and
ensemble playing.

4. Utilize Technology:
- Integrate online resources and interactive tools to enhance engagement and practice efficiency.

Assessment and Feedback

- Regularly assess student progress using self-assessment checklists and performance evaluations.
- Provide constructive feedback to help students refine their skills and build confidence.

Conclusion

The Standard of Excellence Percussion Book 1 is not just a method book; it is a comprehensive educational
tool that equips beginning percussionists with the skills and knowledge necessary for success. With its
structured approach, engaging exercises, and modern resources, it lays a solid foundation for a lifetime of
musical exploration and enjoyment. Whether you are a student embarking on your percussion journey or
an educator seeking a valuable resource for your music program, this book is an invaluable asset that fosters
growth, creativity, and a passion for music.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Standard of Excellence Percussion Book 1' designed for?
The 'Standard of Excellence Percussion Book 1' is designed for beginner percussionists, providing a
comprehensive introduction to percussion instruments, techniques, and music reading.



What types of percussion instruments are covered in Book 1?
Book 1 covers a variety of percussion instruments, including snare drum, bass drum, tambourine, cymbals,
and mallet instruments like xylophone and marimba.

Does 'Standard of Excellence Percussion Book 1' include play-along
tracks?
Yes, the book typically includes access to play-along tracks that help students practice their skills with
accompaniment, enhancing their learning experience.

Is 'Standard of Excellence Percussion Book 1' suitable for group
instruction?
Absolutely, it's suitable for group instruction as it includes ensemble pieces and exercises that promote
teamwork and collaborative playing among students.

What is the approach of 'Standard of Excellence Percussion Book 1'
towards music theory?
The book integrates music theory concepts throughout, introducing students to essential terms and ideas in
a way that complements their practical playing and enhances their overall musicianship.
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