
stanley gibbons stamps of the world
catalogue
Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World Catalogue is an essential resource for stamp
collectors, philatelists, and historians alike. This catalogue is not only a comprehensive
listing of postage stamps from around the globe but also a vital tool for evaluating the
value and significance of various stamps. With a rich history dating back to the late 19th
century, Stanley Gibbons has established itself as a leading authority in the field of
philately, providing collectors with the information they need to enhance their collections.

Overview of Stanley Gibbons

Founded in 1856 by Stanley Gibbons himself, the company started as a small stamp dealer
in London. Over the years, it expanded its offerings to include various philatelic products,
including the renowned Stanley Gibbons catalogues. The company has become
synonymous with stamp collecting and has played a significant role in promoting the
hobby.

What is the Stamps of the World Catalogue?

The Stamps of the World Catalogue is one of Stanley Gibbons’ flagship publications. It is a
comprehensive reference guide that lists stamps from almost every country around the
globe, making it an invaluable resource for both novice and experienced collectors. The
catalogue provides detailed descriptions, images, and catalog numbers for stamps, allowing
collectors to identify and assess their collections effectively.

Key Features of the Catalogue

1. Global Coverage: The catalogue includes stamps issued from every country, making it
the most extensive reference in the world of philately.
2. Detailed Listings: Each stamp entry includes critical details such as date of issue, design,
colors, and denominations.
3. Images: High-quality images of stamps accompany descriptions, allowing collectors to
visually identify the stamps they own.
4. Market Values: The catalogue provides estimated market values for stamps, helping
collectors understand the worth of their collections.
5. Updates: The catalogue is regularly updated to reflect new issues and changes in the
philatelic market, ensuring that collectors have the most current information.

Importance of the Catalogue for Collectors

The Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World Catalogue serves multiple purposes for
collectors:

1. Identification

For many collectors, identifying stamps is one of the most challenging aspects of the
hobby. The catalogue simplifies this process by providing detailed descriptions and images
that aid in recognizing stamps from various countries and eras.



2. Valuation

Understanding the value of a stamp is crucial for collectors, especially when it comes to
buying, selling, or trading. The catalogue provides a pricing guide based on market trends,
allowing collectors to make informed decisions about their collections.

3. Organization

With thousands of stamps to choose from, organization is key. The catalogue allows
collectors to categorize their stamps systematically, making it easier to manage and
expand their collections over time.

4. Historical Context

Stamps often reflect the history and culture of the nations that issued them. The catalogue
provides insights into the historical significance of various stamps, enriching the collector's
understanding of their collections.

How to Use the Catalogue

Using the Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World Catalogue can be straightforward if you
follow these steps:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Layout

The catalogue is typically organized by geographical regions, followed by individual
countries. Within each country, stamps are listed chronologically and often grouped by type
(e.g., definitive, commemorative).

2. Locate Your Stamp

Use the index or the table of contents to find the country of origin for your stamp. Once
located, you can find the specific stamp listed with its corresponding details.

3. Review the Details

Once you find your stamp, review the information provided, including the description,
image, and estimated value. Take note of the catalogue number, which is essential for
future reference.

4. Keep Updated

Since new stamps are issued regularly, it’s vital to stay updated with the latest editions of
the catalogue. Consider subscribing to Stanley Gibbons’ updates or online services for real-
time information.

Collecting Tips Using the Catalogue

To make the most out of your experience with the Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World
Catalogue, consider the following tips:



1. Start with a Specific Theme

Many collectors find it helpful to focus on a specific theme, such as a particular country,
historical period, or type of stamp. This approach can make collecting more enjoyable and
manageable.

2. Join a Philatelic Society

Engaging with other collectors can enhance your knowledge and skills. Joining a philatelic
society allows you to share insights, trade stamps, and gain access to additional resources.

3. Document Your Collection

Keep detailed records of your collection, including the catalogue numbers, descriptions, and
values of each stamp. This documentation will be invaluable for insurance purposes and
future transactions.

4. Attend Stamp Shows and Auctions

Participating in stamp shows and auctions can provide opportunities to acquire rare stamps
and meet other collectors. The Stanley Gibbons catalogue can assist you in evaluating
potential acquisitions.

The Future of the Catalogue

As technology advances, the Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World Catalogue is also
evolving. The introduction of digital formats and online databases has made access to
philatelic information more convenient than ever. Collectors can now access the catalogue
online, allowing for more frequent updates and a broader range of features.

Digital vs. Print

While the traditional print catalogue remains popular, the digital version offers unique
advantages:

- Accessibility: Collectors can access the catalogue from anywhere, making it easy to look
up information on the go.
- Search Functions: Online databases often provide advanced search capabilities, allowing
users to find specific stamps more quickly.
- Regular Updates: The digital format enables immediate updates, ensuring that users have
access to the latest information without waiting for a new edition.

Conclusion

In summary, the Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World Catalogue is an indispensable tool
for anyone interested in stamp collecting. With its comprehensive listings, detailed
descriptions, and estimated values, it empowers collectors to build, organize, and
understand their collections better. Whether you are a seasoned philatelist or a newcomer
to the hobby, this catalogue will enhance your collecting experience and deepen your
appreciation for the rich world of stamps. With ongoing updates and the evolution of digital
resources, Stanley Gibbons continues to lead the way in making philately accessible and



engaging for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World
Catalogue?
The Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World Catalogue is a comprehensive reference book
that provides detailed listings, descriptions, and valuations of postage stamps from around
the globe, making it an essential resource for stamp collectors.

How often is the Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World
Catalogue updated?
The Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World Catalogue is typically updated annually to reflect
new stamps, price changes, and other relevant information in the philatelic market.

What types of stamps are included in the Stanley
Gibbons Stamps of the World Catalogue?
The catalogue includes a wide variety of stamps, including definitive, commemorative, and
airmail stamps from various countries, as well as revenue stamps and postal stationery.

Is the Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World Catalogue
available in digital format?
Yes, Stanley Gibbons offers a digital version of the Stamps of the World Catalogue, which
allows collectors to access the information online and search for stamps more conveniently.

Can I find rare and valuable stamps in the Stanley
Gibbons Stamps of the World Catalogue?
Yes, the catalogue provides valuations for a wide range of stamps, including rare and
valuable items, helping collectors assess the worth of their collections.

How can the Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World
Catalogue assist new collectors?
The catalogue serves as a valuable educational tool for new collectors by offering insights
into stamp identification, historical context, and market values, aiding them in building and
managing their collections.
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