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Star Ocean: First Departure R is a remastered version of the classic RPG that originally
debuted on the Super Famicom in 1996. This enhanced edition brings a host of
improvements to the graphics, audio, and gameplay, making it accessible to both
newcomers and returning fans of the franchise. This guide aims to provide players with
essential tips, character insights, battle strategies, and much more to ensure a fulfilling
adventure through the stars in this beloved title.

Getting Started with Star Ocean: First Departure
R

Before diving into the universe of Star Ocean, you need to understand the basic mechanics
and how to set up your game.

Game Setup

1. Choose Your Difficulty: The game offers multiple difficulty levels. Select one that matches
your experience with RPGs.
2. Character Selection: At the game's outset, you will select your main character and party
members. Your choice will affect dialogue and the story's outcome.
3. Controls: Familiarize yourself with the controls. The remastered version has options for
both classic and modern control schemes.

Understanding the Story and Setting

Star Ocean: First Departure R is set in the world of Expel, a planet caught in the conflict
between various factions. You play as either Claude C. Kenny or Rena Lanford, who must
embark on a quest to retrieve the legendary sword and combat the evil forces threatening
their world.

Main Characters

- Claude C. Kenny: A young ensign from Earth with a strong sense of justice.
- Rena Lanford: A mysterious girl who summons Claude to Expel to help her save her world.
- Other Party Members: As you progress, you’ll recruit various characters, including:
- Celine Jules: A sorceress with a deep connection to magic.
- Bowman Jean: A skilled fighter with a vendetta against the game's antagonists.
- Precis F. Neumann: An inventor and a powerful ally in battles.



Gameplay Mechanics

Understanding the core gameplay mechanics is crucial for success in Star Ocean: First
Departure R.

Combat System

The combat system in Star Ocean is real-time, allowing for dynamic battles. Players can
control individual party members or issue commands.

- Basic Controls:
- Attack: Standard melee attacks can be performed by simply pressing a button.
- Skills: Characters can learn various skills; make sure to experiment during battles.
- Items: Use items strategically to heal or buff party members.

Leveling Up and Skills

As you defeat enemies, your characters will gain experience points (EXP), which helps them
level up.

- Skill Points: Each character can learn new skills and abilities. Consider focusing on:
- Combat Skills: Essential for physical attackers.
- Magic Skills: Crucial for characters like Celine.
- Crafting Skills: Useful for item creation and enhancements.

Exploration and Quests

1. World Map: Navigate the world map to discover towns, dungeons, and hidden locations.
2. Side Quests: Engage in side quests to obtain unique items and experience.
3. NPC Interactions: Speak with non-playable characters (NPCs) to gather valuable
information and lore.

Strategic Tips for Success

To excel in Star Ocean: First Departure R, consider the following strategic tips:

Character Development

- Balance Your Party: Ensure you have a mix of physical and magical attackers.
- Customize Skills: Tailor each character’s skills to their strengths and your playstyle.



- Equip the Best Gear: Regularly check shops and treasure chests for upgrades.

Combat Strategies

- Positioning: Keep your characters spread out to avoid area damage.
- Target Weaknesses: Identify enemy weaknesses and exploit them using elemental
attacks.
- Use Items Wisely: Don’t hesitate to use healing items during tough battles, but save them
for critical situations.

Resource Management

- Save Often: Utilize save points frequently to avoid losing progress.
- Stock Up on Supplies: Before venturing into dungeons, ensure you have enough healing
items and mana potions.
- Monitor Your Party’s Status: Keep an eye on health and mana levels during battles.

Exploring the Game World

The world of Star Ocean is rich with lore and hidden secrets waiting to be discovered.

Key Locations

- Towns: Often serve as hubs for quests, shops, and rest areas.
- Dungeons: Explore these areas for treasures, challenges, and boss encounters.
- Hidden Areas: Look for secret paths and hidden rooms to find rare items.

Items and Equipment

Managing your inventory is crucial:

- Weapons: Equip the best weapons available to maximize damage.
- Armor: Invest in armor that provides the best defense for your characters.
- Crafting Materials: Collect materials to craft better items at specific locations.

Boss Fights and Challenges

As you progress, you will encounter various bosses that require specific strategies to
defeat.



Preparation for Boss Fights

1. Study Boss Patterns: Each boss has unique attack patterns; learn them to avoid damage.
2. Party Configuration: Choose the right characters based on the boss’s strengths and
weaknesses.
3. Utilize Buffs: Use skills and items to buff your party before engaging in battle.

Notable Bosses

- Duke: A challenging opponent with high attack power and resistance to physical attacks.
- Rena’s Father: Requires strategic use of magic and positioning to defeat effectively.

Conclusion

Star Ocean: First Departure R offers a captivating mix of engaging gameplay, rich
storytelling, and memorable characters. By following this guide, players can enhance their
experience, navigate the complexities of the combat system, and fully immerse themselves
in the world of Expel. Whether you are a newcomer or a veteran of the series, this
remastered title promises an adventure worth taking. So gather your party, hone your
skills, and prepare to embark on a journey through the stars!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Star Ocean: First Departure R'?
'Star Ocean: First Departure R' is a remastered version of the classic RPG 'Star Ocean',
originally released on the Super Famicom. It features updated graphics, enhanced
gameplay mechanics, and new content.

Where can I find a complete guide for 'Star Ocean: First
Departure R'?
You can find a complete guide for 'Star Ocean: First Departure R' on various gaming
websites, such as GameFAQs, IGN, and dedicated fan forums, which provide walkthroughs,
tips, and character builds.

What are the differences between the original 'Star
Ocean' and 'First Departure R'?
'First Departure R' includes improved visuals, re-recorded voice acting, a new scenario
added for character depth, and enhanced gameplay features like the ability to skip battles
and improved item management.



How do I optimize my character builds in 'Star Ocean:
First Departure R'?
To optimize character builds, focus on their unique abilities, choose skills that complement
their strengths, and equip them with the best available items. Experiment with different
party combinations for optimal synergy.

What is the best way to level up quickly in 'Star Ocean:
First Departure R'?
To level up quickly, engage in battles regularly, focus on defeating tougher enemies, utilize
the game's 'battle chain' system to gain more experience, and make use of the 'Experience
Boost' items.

Are there any missable achievements in 'Star Ocean:
First Departure R'?
Yes, there are several missable achievements in the game. It is crucial to pay attention to
story events, character interactions, and specific side quests to ensure you unlock all
achievements.

What is the best party composition for late-game in
'Star Ocean: First Departure R'?
A balanced party composition that includes a strong healer, a high-damage dealer, and a
versatile support character is ideal for late-game. Consider characters like Claude, Rena,
and Ashton for a well-rounded team.

How can I access the new content in 'First Departure
R'?
New content in 'First Departure R' is accessible by progressing through the main storyline
and completing specific side quests that were added in this remaster, which can include
new characters and scenarios.

What are some tips for managing items effectively in
'Star Ocean: First Departure R'?
To manage items effectively, regularly organize your inventory, use consumables wisely,
prioritize crafting powerful items, and keep an eye out for rare materials that can enhance
your gear.

Is there a way to change difficulty levels in 'Star Ocean:
First Departure R'?
Yes, 'Star Ocean: First Departure R' allows players to change the difficulty level in the



settings menu. This can be adjusted at any time, but note that some achievements may be
tied to specific difficulty settings.
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