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Star Wars: Attack of the Clones Characters introduced fans to a plethora of
new and returning characters that enriched the galaxy far, far away. Released
in 2002, the film is the second installment in the prequel trilogy, directed
by George Lucas. Set ten years after the events of "The Phantom Menace,"
"Attack of the Clones" delves into the complexities of love, war, and the
looming shadow of the Galactic Empire. This article will explore the key
characters in the film, their motivations, and their roles in the broader
narrative of the Star Wars saga.

Main Characters

The film features several prominent characters, each contributing to the
intricate storyline that weaves together personal conflicts and the larger
galactic turmoil.

Anakin Skywalker

Anakin Skywalker, portrayed by Hayden Christensen, is the central character
in "Attack of the Clones." He is a Jedi Padawan, training under Obi-Wan
Kenobi. Anakin's story arc is one of conflict, torn between his duties as a
Jedi and his growing feelings for Padmé Amidala.

- Character Traits:
- Impulsive and passionate
- Struggles with his emotions and attachments
- Exhibits extraordinary piloting skills and Force abilities

- Key Moments:
- His secret marriage to Padmé Amidala
- The visions of his mother's suffering, which contribute to his dark path
- His struggles with Jedi teachings, which emphasize detachment

Padmé Amidala

Padmé Amidala, played by Natalie Portman, is the former Queen of Naboo and
now a senator. She is a strong, independent character who plays a crucial
role in the political landscape of the galaxy.

- Character Traits:
- Compassionate and intelligent



- Skilled diplomat and leader
- Deeply cares for Anakin, despite the risks involved

- Key Moments:
- Her romantic relationship with Anakin, which forms the emotional core of
the film
- Her involvement in the Senate debates regarding the Clone Wars
- The tension between her duties as a senator and her love for Anakin

Obi-Wan Kenobi

Obi-Wan Kenobi, portrayed by Ewan McGregor, serves as Anakin’s mentor and a
prominent Jedi Knight. His character is crucial for providing guidance and
wisdom to Anakin, even as he senses the growing darkness within him.

- Character Traits:
- Wise and patient
- Strong sense of duty as a Jedi
- Skilled in combat and diplomatic negotiations

- Key Moments:
- His investigation into the assassination attempts on Padmé
- His discovery of the Clones and the creation of the Clone Army
- His eventual confrontation with Anakin's inner turmoil

Count Dooku

Count Dooku, played by Christopher Lee, is a former Jedi Master turned Sith
Lord. He serves as a prominent antagonist in "Attack of the Clones," leading
the Separatists against the Republic.

- Character Traits:
- Charismatic and cunning
- Holds a strong belief in the need for change in the galaxy
- Masterful in lightsaber combat

- Key Moments:
- His manipulation of Anakin and the Jedi
- The pivotal duel with Obi-Wan and Anakin on Geonosis
- His chilling demeanor and philosophical discussions about the Force

Supporting Characters

In addition to the main characters, "Attack of the Clones" introduces a range
of supporting characters who add depth to the story.



C-3PO and R2-D2

C-3PO (Anthony Daniels) and R2-D2 (voiced by Jimmy Bennett) return as fan-
favorite droids, providing comic relief and crucial support throughout the
film.

- C-3PO:
- A protocol droid fluent in over six million forms of communication.
- Frequently provides humorous commentary and assists in diplomatic
situations.

- R2-D2:
- An astromech droid known for his resourcefulness and bravery.
- Plays a key role in several action sequences, including saving Anakin and
Padmé.

Jango Fett

Jango Fett, portrayed by Temuera Morrison, is a bounty hunter who serves as
the genetic template for the Clone Army. His character is pivotal in
understanding the origins of the Clone Troopers.

- Character Traits:
- Ruthless and skilled assassin
- Highly proficient in combat and weaponry
- Devoted father to Boba Fett

- Key Moments:
- His battle with Obi-Wan on Kamino
- The revelation of the Clone Army's creation
- His confrontation with Mace Windu, showcasing his combat prowess

Boba Fett

Boba Fett, the son of Jango Fett, is a young bounty hunter who makes his
first appearance in the prequel trilogy. Though his role is minimal, he
leaves an indelible mark on the Star Wars universe.

- Character Traits:
- Inherits traits from his father, including ruthlessness and skill
- A quiet and observant character, hinting at his future reputation

- Key Moments:
- Witnessing his father's death and vowing revenge
- His interaction with Anakin during the film’s climax



Minor Characters and Their Impact

Several minor characters also contribute to the film's narrative, adding
layers to the story and highlighting the political intrigue of the Star Wars
universe.

Mas Amedda and Bail Organa

- Mas Amedda: The Vice Chair of the Galactic Senate, who plays a role in the
political discussions surrounding the Clone Wars.

- Bail Organa: Played by Jimmy Smits, he is a senator from Alderaan and one
of Padmé's allies. He later becomes a key figure in the Rebel Alliance.

Clones and Jedi Knights

- Clone Troopers: The Clones, led by Captain Rex in later series, are central
to the war efforts that follow the film, representing the Republic's military
might.

- Jedi Council Members: Characters like Mace Windu (Samuel L. Jackson) and
Yoda (voiced by Frank Oz) provide wisdom and guidance to the Jedi Order
during turbulent times.

Thematic Elements and Character Development

The characters in "Attack of the Clones" not only serve the plot but also
embody the film's central themes, such as love, loyalty, and the moral
complexities of war.

Love and Attachment

The romantic relationship between Anakin and Padmé is fraught with tension,
ultimately leading to significant consequences in the galaxy. Their love
story underscores the Jedi Code’s warning against attachment, foreshadowing
Anakin's tragic fall.

Conflict and Duty

Obi-Wan's struggle to maintain his duties as a Jedi while trying to guide



Anakin reflects the broader conflict within the Jedi Order. The rise of the
Sith and the challenges of leadership during war highlight the sacrifices
made by the characters.

Identity and Transformation

Anakin’s journey in "Attack of the Clones" sets the stage for his
transformation into Darth Vader, showcasing his internal struggles and the
choices that lead him down a dark path. The film foreshadows the tragic fate
awaiting many characters in the saga.

In conclusion, the characters of Star Wars: Attack of the Clones are
intricately woven into a narrative that explores love, conflict, and the
moral dilemmas faced within the galaxy. Each character contributes not only
to the film's immediate storyline but also to the overarching saga of Star
Wars, making it a pivotal chapter in this timeless narrative. The
complexities of their relationships and the choices they make resonate
throughout the Star Wars universe, leaving a lasting impact on fans and
elevating the franchise’s rich storytelling tradition.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the primary antagonist in Star Wars: Attack
of the Clones?
The primary antagonist is Count Dooku, a former Jedi who becomes a Sith Lord
and leads the Separatist movement.

What is the significance of Padmé Amidala's
character in Attack of the Clones?
Padmé Amidala serves as a senator and embodies themes of democracy and peace,
while also being central to Anakin Skywalker's emotional struggles and
eventual fall to the dark side.

How does Anakin Skywalker’s character develop in
Attack of the Clones?
Anakin Skywalker is portrayed as a conflicted young Jedi, torn between his
duties and his feelings for Padmé, which ultimately foreshadows his
transformation into Darth Vader.



What role does Obi-Wan Kenobi play in Attack of the
Clones?
Obi-Wan Kenobi acts as a mentor to Anakin Skywalker, investigating the
assassination attempts on Padmé and discovering the creation of the Clone
Army.

Who are the Clone Troopers and what is their purpose
in Attack of the Clones?
The Clone Troopers are genetically engineered soldiers created from the DNA
of Jango Fett, designed to serve the Galactic Republic in the Clone Wars.

What relationship dynamic is explored between Anakin
Skywalker and Padmé Amidala in Attack of the Clones?
The film explores the romantic relationship between Anakin and Padmé,
highlighting themes of forbidden love, as Anakin struggles with his Jedi vows
and his deep feelings for her.

How does Attack of the Clones set the stage for the
events of the Star Wars saga?
Attack of the Clones introduces key elements such as the rise of the
Separatists, the Clone Wars, and the gradual corruption of Anakin Skywalker,
all of which are crucial to the overarching Star Wars narrative.
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