
star wars history timeline
Star Wars history timeline is a complex and intricate tapestry that spans thousands of years,
encompassing various eras, characters, and events that have captivated audiences across
generations. From its humble beginnings in 1977 with the release of "Star Wars: Episode IV - A New
Hope" to a sprawling universe of films, animated series, novels, comics, and video games, the Star
Wars saga is a monumental achievement in storytelling. This article will delve into the history of Star
Wars, structured in a timeline format that highlights significant events, characters, and the evolution
of the franchise.

1. The Old Republic Era

The timeline of Star Wars begins long before the films, during an era known as the Old Republic,
which spans thousands of years.

1.1. The Rise of the Jedi

- 5,000 BBY (Before the Battle of Yavin): The Jedi Order is fully established, and its members are
guardians of peace and justice in the galaxy.
- 3,996 BBY: The Great Hyperspace War occurs, with the Sith attempting to conquer the galaxy,
which leads to their first defeat by the Jedi.

1.2. The Sith Wars

- 3,000 BBY: The Jedi and Sith engage in a series of conflicts known as the Sith Wars.
- 1,000 BBY: The infamous Sith Lord, Darth Bane, establishes the Rule of Two, which dictates that
there will always be two Sith: a master and an apprentice.

2. The Rise of the Galactic Republic

The Galactic Republic thrives for several centuries, but it is plagued by corruption and the rise of the
Sith.

2.1. The Fall of the Republic

- 32 BBY: The Phantom Menace marks the beginning of the prequel trilogy. Jedi Qui-Gon Jinn and his
apprentice, Obi-Wan Kenobi, discover Anakin Skywalker, a young slave on Tatooine, who is believed
to be the Chosen One.



- 22 BBY: The Clone Wars begin, a conflict between the Galactic Republic and the Separatists led by
Count Dooku.

2.2. The Clone Wars

- 19 BBY: The Clone Wars conclude with the rise of the Galactic Empire. Anakin Skywalker
succumbs to the dark side and becomes Darth Vader, serving under Emperor Palpatine.

3. The Galactic Empire Era

The establishment of the Galactic Empire marks a dark chapter in the galaxy's history.

3.1. The Rise of the Empire

- 0 BBY: The events of "Star Wars: Episode IV - A New Hope" unfold. The Rebel Alliance, formed to
oppose the Empire, steals the Death Star plans. Luke Skywalker, Han Solo, and Princess Leia play
pivotal roles in the destruction of the Death Star.

3.2. The Rebellion

- 3 ABY (After the Battle of Yavin): "Star Wars: Episode V - The Empire Strikes Back" showcases the
Rebel Alliance's struggles against the Empire and introduces Yoda, who trains Luke in the ways of
the Force.

- 4 ABY: "Star Wars: Episode VI - Return of the Jedi" concludes the original trilogy. The Rebels defeat
the Empire and destroy the second Death Star, leading to the fall of Emperor Palpatine.

4. The New Republic and the Rise of the First Order

Following the fall of the Empire, the galaxy attempts to rebuild, but new threats emerge.

4.1. The New Republic

- 5 ABY: The New Republic is established, attempting to restore democracy and stability to the
galaxy.

- 34 ABY: The events of "Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force Awakens" begin, introducing the First
Order, a remnant of the Empire led by Supreme Leader Snoke. Rey, a scavenger on Jakku, discovers
her connection to the Force.



4.2. The Resistance

- 35 ABY: "Star Wars: Episode VIII - The Last Jedi" explores the Resistance's struggle against the
First Order, with Rey seeking training from Luke Skywalker.

- 35 ABY: "Star Wars: Episode IX - The Rise of Skywalker" concludes the sequel trilogy, revealing
Rey's lineage and the return of Emperor Palpatine. The final battle against the Sith culminates in the
emergence of a new Jedi Order.

5. The Expanded Universe and Legends

In addition to the films, the Star Wars universe has expanded through various media, known as the
Expanded Universe (now referred to as "Legends").

5.1. Novels and Comics

- Numerous novels, such as Timothy Zahn's "Thrawn Trilogy," and comics enrich the lore and
explore events between the films, including the rise of Grand Admiral Thrawn and the adventures of
Luke, Han, and Leia post-Empire.

5.2. Animated Series

- 2008: "Star Wars: The Clone Wars" animated series expands on the events of the Clone Wars,
introducing new characters like Ahsoka Tano and exploring the moral complexities of war.

- 2014: "Star Wars Rebels" takes place between the prequel and original trilogies, focusing on the
formation of the Rebel Alliance.

6. The Future of Star Wars

As of 2023, the Star Wars franchise continues to thrive with new projects in development.

6.1. Upcoming Films and Series

- Various films and series are in the pipeline, including:
- "Rogue Squadron," directed by Patty Jenkins
- "Star Wars: Ahsoka," focusing on the beloved character Ahsoka Tano
- "The Mandalorian," which has received critical acclaim and has expanded the universe further.

- The upcoming "Star Wars: Skeleton Crew" series will follow a group of children lost in the galaxy.



6.2. The Legacy of Star Wars

- Star Wars has had a profound impact on popular culture, influencing countless filmmakers, writers,
and artists.
- The franchise has expanded beyond film and television into video games, merchandise, and theme
parks, solidifying its place as a cultural phenomenon.

Conclusion

The Star Wars history timeline is a rich narrative that showcases the evolution of a universe filled
with heroes, villains, and complex moral dilemmas. From the ancient Jedi and Sith to the rise of the
Galactic Empire and the ongoing battle between the Resistance and the First Order, Star Wars
continues to capture the imagination of audiences worldwide. As the franchise moves forward into
new stories and adventures, its legacy remains an enduring part of our cultural landscape, inviting
both old fans and new generations to explore the galaxy far, far away.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the timeline of the Star Wars saga from the Old
Republic to the sequel trilogy?
The Star Wars timeline starts with the Old Republic, followed by the rise of the Sith, the fall of the
Jedi, the Galactic Civil War, the rise of the Empire, the events of the original trilogy, the rise of the
New Republic, and concludes with the sequel trilogy.

How does the Star Wars timeline differentiate between canon
and legends?
The Star Wars timeline distinguishes canon as the official storyline established by Lucasfilm,
including the films, series, and certain books, while legends refer to the expanded universe materials
that were declared non-canon after Disney's acquisition of Lucasfilm.

What significant events occur during the High Republic era in
the Star Wars timeline?
During the High Republic era, the Jedi are at their peak, protecting the galaxy from the Nihil, a
group of space marauders, and the era showcases the Jedi's exploration and expansion into the
Outer Rim.

When did the Clone Wars take place in the Star Wars
timeline?
The Clone Wars took place between Episode II: Attack of the Clones and Episode III: Revenge of the



Sith, spanning approximately three years.

What are the key events in the Star Wars timeline that lead to
the rise of the Galactic Empire?
Key events include the fall of the Jedi Order, the manipulation of Anakin Skywalker by Emperor
Palpatine, the creation of the Clone Army, and the eventual Order 66, which led to the near
extermination of the Jedi.

How does the 'Star Wars: The Bad Batch' fit into the timeline?
'Star Wars: The Bad Batch' is set shortly after the events of 'The Clone Wars' and follows a group of
elite clone troopers as they navigate the early days of the Empire.

What important developments occur in the Star Wars timeline
during the sequel trilogy?
The sequel trilogy focuses on the rise of the First Order, the legacy of the Jedi, the return of
Emperor Palpatine, and the journey of new characters like Rey, Finn, and Poe Dameron.

What role do the Jedi play throughout the Star Wars history
timeline?
The Jedi serve as peacekeepers in the galaxy, protectors against the Sith, and key players in major
conflicts such as the Clone Wars and the Galactic Civil War.

What is the significance of the Star Wars timeline for fans and
new viewers?
The Star Wars timeline provides context for character arcs, plot developments, and the overarching
narrative, helping fans and new viewers understand the interconnectedness of the saga.
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