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Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic is a critically acclaimed role-playing game (RPG) set in
the expansive Star Wars universe, developed by BioWare and released in 2003. Among the game's
various characters, one stands out as particularly intriguing and complex: Revan. This article
explores the character of Revan, his significance in the Star Wars lore, and the impact he has had on
fans and the franchise.

Who is Revan?

Revan is one of the central figures in the narrative of Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic.
Initially introduced as a legendary Jedi Knight, he played a crucial role in the Jedi Civil War. His
journey is marked by themes of redemption, identity, and the struggle between light and dark.
Revan's story is both rich and multifaceted, making him one of the most compelling characters in the
Star Wars expanded universe.

Background

Revan was born on the planet of unknown origins but displayed exceptional skills in the Force from a
young age. He was trained as a Jedi and quickly rose through the ranks, becoming a respected
member of the Jedi Order. He was known for his charisma, strategic mind, and prowess in battle.
However, his life took a dramatic turn during the Mandalorian Wars, a conflict between the Galactic
Republic and the Mandalorians.

As the war escalated, Revan made a controversial decision to lead Jedi forces into battle against the
Mandalorians, despite the Jedi Council's wishes to remain neutral. This choice marked the beginning
of his transformation from a noble Jedi to a figure who would ultimately embrace the dark side.

The Fall to the Dark Side

Revan's descent into darkness is a pivotal element of his character arc. After leading the Republic to
victory against the Mandalorians, he was seduced by the dark side and became the Sith Lord known
as Darth Revan. Alongside his apprentice, Darth Malak, he sought to conquer the Republic and
impose his vision of order through fear and power.

The Jedi Civil War

Darth Revan's reign was marked by the Jedi Civil War, a conflict that saw the Jedi splintering into
factions. Many Jedi followed Revan, believing in his cause, while others remained loyal to the Jedi
Council. The war caused widespread devastation, and Revan's tactical genius made him a formidable
foe for the Republic.



However, his power was not without consequences. The dark side began to corrupt him further,
leading to a series of catastrophic events that ultimately resulted in his downfall. Malak, his
apprentice, betrayed him, leading to a climactic confrontation that would change the course of
Revan's life forever.

Redemption and Return

After his defeat, Revan was captured by the Jedi and had his memory erased as part of a plan to
redeem him. He was returned to the Jedi Order, stripped of his identity and past. This second chance
at life set the stage for the events of Knights of the Old Republic, where players take on the role of a
new protagonist who uncovers Revan's legacy and identity.

Player Choices and Revan's Legacy

In Knights of the Old Republic, players have the unique opportunity to shape their character's
journey, leading to various endings based on their choices. The game's mechanics allow players to
make decisions that reflect the light or dark sides of the Force, ultimately affecting Revan's legacy.

- Light Side Choices: If players follow a light side path, they can redeem Revan, restoring his
memory and allowing him to embrace his former self as a Jedi Knight. This outcome emphasizes
themes of forgiveness and redemption.
- Dark Side Choices: Conversely, if players choose the dark side, they can embrace the Sith legacy,
leading to a darker ending where Revan is consumed by power and ambition once more.

The fluidity of Revan's character allows for diverse interpretations and outcomes, making him a
compelling figure who resonates with players long after the game ends.

Revan's Impact on Star Wars Lore

Revan's character has had a lasting impact on the Star Wars franchise, influencing both the lore and
future storytelling. His complex nature as a character who straddles the line between good and evil
has made him a subject of fascination for fans.

Expanded Universe and Canon

Revan's story has been expanded upon in various media, including novels, comics, and even fan
creations. Notably, the Star Wars: The Old Republic MMORPG further explores his legacy,
introducing new characters and storylines that build upon Revan's mythos.

In recent years, the status of Revan within the official Star Wars canon has been a topic of
discussion. While his original story exists in the now non-canon "Legends" continuity, elements of his
character have made their way into the new canon, ensuring that Revan's influence remains
palpable.



The Cultural Significance of Revan

Revan has transcended the confines of the game, becoming a cultural icon within the Star Wars fan
community. His duality, complex motivations, and struggle for identity resonate with many fans,
leading to a rich tapestry of fan art, fiction, and discussions.

Fan Community and Interpretations

The character has inspired a vibrant fan community that engages in various forms of creative
expression, including:

- Fan Art: Artists frequently depict Revan in their unique styles, showcasing his iconic mask and
robes.
- Cosplay: Revan’s distinctive look has made him a popular choice for cosplayers at conventions,
allowing fans to embody the character.
- Discussion and Theories: Fans actively discuss Revan's motivations, the implications of his choices,
and how he fits into the larger Star Wars narrative.

Moreover, the ambiguity of Revan's character—his struggles with identity, morality, and
redemption—invites diverse interpretations, encouraging deeper engagement with the story and its
themes.

Conclusion

Revan remains a cornerstone of the Star Wars universe, particularly within the realm of video
games. His journey from a heroic Jedi Knight to a dark Sith Lord and ultimately to a redeemed figure
encapsulates themes of conflict, redemption, and the complexity of the human experience. As Star
Wars: Knights of the Old Republic continues to be celebrated and its influence felt across various
media, Revan's legacy endures, captivating new generations of fans and ensuring his place in the
pantheon of iconic Star Wars characters. Whether viewed as a hero, a villain, or a tragic figure,
Revan's story is a testament to the rich narrative possibilities that lie within the Star Wars galaxy.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Revan in 'Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic'?
Revan is the main protagonist of 'Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic' and a former Jedi Knight
who becomes a Sith Lord before ultimately seeking redemption.

What is the significance of Revan's story in the Star Wars



universe?
Revan's story is significant as it explores themes of identity, redemption, and the struggle between
light and dark, influencing the broader narrative of the Star Wars saga.

How does Revan's character development unfold throughout
the game?
Revan's character development involves a journey from a heroic Jedi to a feared Sith Lord and back
to a figure seeking redemption, allowing players to make moral choices that affect the outcome.

What choices can players make regarding Revan's alignment?
Players can choose to follow a light side or dark side path, affecting Revan's alignment, abilities, and
relationships with other characters in the game.

How does Revan's influence extend beyond 'Knights of the Old
Republic'?
Revan's influence extends into other media, including novels, comics, and the MMORPG 'Star Wars:
The Old Republic', where his legacy is further explored.

What role does the character of Bastila Shan play in Revan's
journey?
Bastila Shan is a key character in Revan's journey, serving as a Jedi companion and love interest,
and her battle meditation ability plays a crucial role in the game's climax.

What are some popular fan theories about Revan's backstory?
Popular fan theories about Revan's backstory include speculations about his origins, his connection
to the Jedi Civil War, and potential ties to other characters in the Star Wars lore.

What impact did 'Knights of the Old Republic' have on the
Star Wars franchise?
The success of 'Knights of the Old Republic' rejuvenated interest in Star Wars video games,
established a rich lore for the Old Republic era, and paved the way for future storytelling in the
franchise.
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