
star wars legion painting guide
Star Wars Legion Painting Guide: If you’re diving into the thrilling world of Star Wars Legion, one of
the most satisfying aspects of the hobby is painting your miniatures. Whether you're a novice painter
or a seasoned pro, this guide will walk you through the essentials of painting your Star Wars Legion
models, transforming them into stunning representations of your favorite characters and units from
the beloved franchise.

Understanding Your Materials

Before you start painting, it's crucial to gather the right materials. Proper tools can make a significant
difference in the quality of your work and the enjoyment of the process.

Essential Painting Supplies
1. Miniatures: Your first step is to have the Star Wars Legion miniatures ready for painting.
2. Paints: Acrylic paints are the most popular choice. Brands like Citadel, Vallejo, or Army Painter offer
excellent options.
3. Brushes: Invest in a variety of brushes:
- Large flat brush for base coats
- Medium round brush for detailing
- Fine detail brush for intricate work
4. Palette: A wet palette can help keep your paints moist and workable.
5. Primer: A good primer helps paint adhere better to the miniatures. Choose a color that
complements your painting scheme (white, grey, or black).
6. Water Cup: For rinsing your brushes.
7. Paper Towels: Useful for cleaning brushes and dabbing excess paint.
8. Sealer: A matte or gloss sealer will protect your finished miniatures.

Optional Supplies
- Airbrush: For those looking to achieve smooth gradients and base coats quickly.
- Texture paints: For adding depth to bases.
- Washes and inks: These can enhance details and provide depth to your paint job.

Preparation Steps

Proper preparation is key to achieving a fantastic paint job. Follow these steps to ensure your
miniatures are ready for painting.



Cleaning the Miniatures
- Remove Mold Lines: Use a hobby knife or file to carefully scrape away any mold lines on the
miniatures. This will help create a smooth surface for painting.
- Wash with Soap: Clean the miniatures with warm soapy water to remove any oils or residues from
manufacturing. Rinse and let them dry completely.

Assembling the Miniatures
- Glue: Use plastic cement or super glue to assemble your miniatures. Ensure they are fully dry before
proceeding to the next step.
- Consider Magnetizing: If you want to swap out weapons or poses, consider magnetizing certain parts
before painting.

Painting Techniques

Now that your miniatures are prepared, it’s time to dive into the painting process. Here are some
techniques to help you achieve stunning results.

Base Coating
- Apply Primer: After assembly, apply a coat of primer to your miniatures. This helps paint adhere
better. A spray primer is often the easiest method.
- Choose a Base Color: Decide on a base color for each section of the miniature. Apply this with a
large brush for speed.

Layering and Highlighting
- Layering: Once your base coat is dry, apply a second layer of a lighter shade of your base color to
the raised areas to create depth.
- Highlighting: Use a fine detail brush to apply highlights to edges and raised surfaces. This adds
dimension and brings your miniatures to life.

Shading and Washing
- Washes: Apply a wash to the entire miniature or specific areas to deepen shadows. For example, a
dark brown wash can bring out the details in armor.
- Dry Brushing: After the wash dries, you can dry brush a lighter color over the raised surfaces to
enhance highlights and details further.

Detailing
- Facial Features: Take your time with small details like eyes, mouths, and intricate designs. Use a fine
brush and be patient.
- Accessories: Paint additional elements like weapons, belts, or insignias with care, using reference



images for accuracy.

Finishing Touches

Once your painting is complete, don’t forget to add the final touches that can elevate your miniatures.

Basing Your Miniatures
- Choose a Base Theme: Decide on a theme that complements your faction (e.g., urban, desert, or
forest).
- Add Texture: Use sand, gravel, or texture paint to create a realistic terrain effect on the base.
- Paint the Base: Match the base color to your chosen theme, and consider adding details like grass or
foliage.

Sealing and Protecting Your Work
- Sealer Options: Use a matte or gloss sealer to protect your paint job. Spray sealers are easy to apply
and provide a protective coat.
- Avoiding Damage: Ensure your miniatures are completely dry before sealing to avoid trapping
moisture, which can damage the paint.

Painting Strategies for Different Factions

Each faction in Star Wars Legion has its unique characteristics and color schemes. Here are some tips
for painting popular factions.

Galactic Empire
- Colors: Use shades of black, grey, and white with occasional highlights of red for accents.
- Techniques: Utilize washes to bring out the details in armor and use metallic paints for weapons.

Rebel Alliance
- Colors: Opt for earthy tones, greens, and browns with splashes of orange and blue.
- Techniques: Layering and dry brushing can effectively highlight the rugged appearance of Rebel
troops.

Separatists
- Colors: Use metallics and dark colors, along with sandy and earthy tones for droids.
- Techniques: Pay attention to the detailing on droid miniatures, using washes to enhance mechanical
features.



Clone Troopers
- Colors: Bright whites with color accents for different legions (e.g., blue for the 501st).
- Techniques: Clean lines are essential for Clone Troopers. Use masking tape to create crisp edges
between colors.

Tips for Improving Your Painting Skills

As you paint more miniatures, consider these tips to continuously improve your skills.

- Practice Regularly: The more you paint, the better you’ll become. Try painting different techniques
and styles.
- Seek Feedback: Join online forums or local clubs to get feedback on your work. Constructive criticism
can help you grow.
- Study Reference Images: Look at photos of painted miniatures for inspiration and tips on color
choices and techniques.
- Experiment with Techniques: Don’t be afraid to try new methods or tools. Every painter has their
unique style.

In conclusion, painting your Star Wars Legion miniatures is a rewarding experience that enhances
your gameplay and allows you to express your creativity. With the right materials, techniques, and a
bit of practice, you’ll be able to create a stunning army that stands out on the battlefield. So grab
your brushes, unleash your imagination, and may the Force be with you as you embark on your
painting journey!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best paint brands for painting Star Wars Legion
miniatures?
Some of the best paint brands for Star Wars Legion miniatures include Citadel, Vallejo, and Army
Painter. These brands offer a wide range of colors and are known for their quality and ease of use.

How do I prepare my Star Wars Legion miniatures for
painting?
To prepare your miniatures for painting, clean them with soap and water to remove any mold release
agents. Then, assemble the parts if necessary, and consider applying a primer to help the paint
adhere better.

What techniques can I use for shading and highlighting my
Star Wars Legion models?
You can use techniques like washing, where you apply a diluted paint to recesses for shading, and dry
brushing, which involves lightly brushing on a lighter color to highlight raised areas.



Are there specific colors that are recommended for the
various factions in Star Wars Legion?
Yes, each faction has its iconic color scheme. For example, the Galactic Empire often uses blacks and
grays, while the Rebel Alliance features earthy tones and bright colors. It's best to reference official
artwork for inspiration.

What tools do I need for painting Star Wars Legion
miniatures?
Essential tools include a variety of paintbrushes (fine detail and larger brushes), a palette for mixing
paints, a wet palette to keep paints moist, and possibly an airbrush for smoother applications.

How can I achieve a weathered look on my Star Wars Legion
models?
To achieve a weathered look, use techniques like stippling to add texture, applying rust and dirt
washes, and using a sponge to create chipped paint effects on armor and vehicles.

What is the best way to seal painted miniatures?
After your paint job is complete and fully dried, use a matte or satin varnish spray to seal your
miniatures. This protects the paint and ensures durability during gameplay.

Are there online resources or communities for Star Wars
Legion painting tips?
Yes, there are numerous online resources including YouTube channels, Reddit communities like
r/StarWarsLegion, and dedicated painting forums where you can find tutorials and share your work
with others.
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