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Star Wars: The 0ld Republic is a significant and expansive entry in the Star
Wars franchise, offering fans an immersive experience set in a galaxy far,
far away during a pivotal era. Launched by BioWare and LucasArts in December
2011, this MMORPG (massively multiplayer online role-playing game) allows
players to journey through the rich lore of the Star Wars universe, exploring
the conflict between the Sith Empire and the Galactic Republic. With its deep
storytelling, intricate character development, and engaging gameplay, Star
Wars: The 0ld Republic has captivated millions of players worldwide.

Setting and Timeline

The game is set approximately 3,000 years before the events of the original
Star Wars trilogy, during a time when the Jedi and Sith were engaged in a
fierce struggle for dominance. This period, known as the 0ld Republic era, is
characterized by political intrigue, mighty battles, and the exploration of
the Force's light and dark sides.

The Galactic Republic

The Galactic Republic represents the light side of the Force in the game. It
is an organization that promotes peace, democracy, and justice across the
galaxy. Key features of the Republic include:

1. The Jedi Order: Guardians of peace and justice, the Jedi are trained in
the ways of the Force and dedicated to protecting the Republic.

2. Diverse Species: The Republic is home to a multitude of species, each
contributing unique perspectives and cultures.

3. Political Structure: The Republic is governed by a Senate, which
represents various planets and systems, reflecting the democratic ideals of
the organization.

The Sith Empire

In stark contrast to the Republic, the Sith Empire embodies the dark side of
the Force. Key aspects of the Sith Empire include:

1. Sith Lords: Powerful users of the dark side, Sith Lords seek power and
domination, often through manipulation and warfare.

2. Hierarchy and Betrayal: The Sith operate under a strict hierarchy, where
betrayal is commonplace, and only the strongest survive.

3. Dark Side Temptation: The game explores the allure of the dark side,
presenting players with moral choices that can lead to significant



consequences.

Character Creation and Classes

One of the most appealing features of Star Wars: The O0ld Republic is its
robust character creation system. Players can choose from various species,
each with unique racial abilities and traits, as well as select one of the
eight available classes.

Available Classes

Each class represents a different path within the game, complete with its
unique storylines and gameplay mechanics. The classes are divided into two
main factions: the Galactic Republic and the Sith Empire.

1. Republic Classes:

- Jedi Knight: A master of lightsaber combat and the Force, focused on
protecting others.

- Jedi Consular: A wise and powerful Force user who excels in diplomacy and
healing.

- Smuggler: Quick-witted and resourceful, the Smuggler relies on cunning and
blasters.

- Trooper: A heavily armed soldier, the Trooper is the backbone of the
Republic’s military forces.

2. Sith Classes:

- Sith Warrior: A fierce combatant, the Sith Warrior embodies raw power and
aggression.

- Sith Inquisitor: Masters of manipulation and dark side powers, they utilize
stealth and cunning.

- Bounty Hunter: Ruthless and skilled, Bounty Hunters pursue their prey for
profit.

- Imperial Agent: Trained in espionage and subterfuge, the Imperial Agent
excels in stealth and strategy.

Gameplay Mechanics

Star Wars: The 0ld Republic features a blend of traditional MMORPG elements
and unique mechanics that set it apart from other games in the genre.

Story-Driven Quests

One of the game’s standout features is its emphasis on storytelling. Each



class has its own narrative arc, complete with voice-acted dialogue and
choices that can affect the outcome of the story. Players will encounter:

- Companions: Throughout their journey, players meet companions who can join
their party. Each companion has its own backstory and personality, enhancing
the narrative experience.

- Moral Choices: Decisions made during quests can lead to different outcomes,
affecting the player’s alignment with the light or dark side of the Force.

Combat System

The combat system in Star Wars: The 0ld Republic combines traditional MMORPG
mechanics with real-time action elements. Players engage in:

- Active Combat: Players must actively engage their abilities while managing
cooldowns and positioning.

- Tactical Group Play: Grouping with other players is essential for tackling
challenging content, such as flashpoints (dungeons) and operations (raids).

Crafting and Economy

The game features a robust crafting system that allows players to gather
resources and create items, enhancing their gear and abilities. The economy
is influenced by player-driven markets, enabling trade and commerce among
players.

Expansions and Updates

Since its launch, Star Wars: The 0ld Republic has received numerous
expansions and content updates, continually expanding the game world and its
narrative.

Key Expansions

1. Rise of the Hutt Cartel (2013): This expansion introduced new storylines
and gameplay mechanics, including new levels and areas to explore.

2. Shadow of Revan (2014): Focusing on the return of the infamous Revan, this
expansion deepened the game's lore and introduced new gameplay systems.

3. Knights of the Fallen Empire (2015): A significant update that revamped
storytelling, introducing episodic content and new character arcs.

4. Onslaught (2019): This expansion focused on the conflict between the Jedi
and the Sith, bringing new content and gameplay features.



Continued Support and Community

The developers at BioWare have continued to support the game with regular
updates, addressing player feedback and introducing new features to enhance
the experience. The community around Star Wars: The 0ld Republic remains
active, with players participating in forums, fan sites, and social media
groups.

Impact on the Star Wars Franchise

Star Wars: The 0ld Republic has had a significant impact on the Star Wars
franchise, influencing various media and expanding the lore of the universe.

Expanded Universe Contributions

The game’s rich storytelling and character development have contributed to
the larger Star Wars Expanded Universe, introducing new characters,
locations, and concepts that resonate with fans. Notable contributions
include:

- Character Arcs: Many characters introduced in the game, such as Revan and
the Emperor, have become iconic within the Star Wars lore.

- New Species and Planets: Players encounter various species and planets that
enrich the Star Wars galaxy, providing depth to its history.

Influence on Future Games

The success and design of Star Wars: The 0ld Republic have influenced
subsequent Star Wars games and other MMORPGs, showcasing the potential of
narrative-driven gameplay in an online environment.

Conclusion

Star Wars: The 0ld Republic stands as a testament to the enduring allure of
the Star Wars universe, offering players an opportunity to immerse themselves
in a galaxy filled with adventure, conflict, and rich storytelling. With its
engaging gameplay, compelling narratives, and a vibrant community, the game
continues to attract new players while retaining a loyal fan base. As the
game evolves with new expansions and updates, it remains a pivotal part of
the Star Wars legacy, ensuring that its impact will be felt for years to
come. Whether you are a lifelong Star Wars fan or a newcomer to the
franchise, Star Wars: The 0ld Republic provides an unforgettable journey



through one of the most beloved universes in popular culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of gameplay in Star Wars:
The 0ld Republic?

Star Wars: The 0ld Republic features a blend of traditional MMORPG elements
with a strong emphasis on story-driven gameplay. Key features include class-
specific storylines, fully voiced characters, choice-driven dialogue, and the
ability to engage in both PvE and PvP content. Players can also form
alliances in guilds and participate in large-scale operations.

How does the storyline of Star Wars: The 0ld
Republic connect to the larger Star Wars universe?

The storyline of Star Wars: The 0ld Republic is set approximately 300 years
after the events of the Knights of the 0ld Republic games and before the rise
of the Galactic Empire. It explores the conflict between the Galactic
Republic and the Sith Empire, delving into themes of power, betrayal, and
redemption, while featuring iconic locations and characters from the broader
Star Wars lore.

What classes are available for players in Star Wars:
The 0ld Republic?

Players can choose from eight distinct classes in Star Wars: The 0ld
Republic, divided between the Galactic Republic and the Sith Empire. The
classes include Jedi Knight, Jedi Consular, Smuggler, Trooper for the
Republic, and Sith Warrior, Sith Inquisitor, Imperial Agent, Bounty Hunter
for the Empire. Each class has its unique story and playstyle.

Are there any expansions for Star Wars: The 0ld
Republic, and what do they add to the game?

Yes, Star Wars: The 0ld Republic has several expansions, including 'Rise of
the Hutt Cartel,' 'Shadow of Revan,' 'Knights of the Fallen Empire,' and
‘Onslaught.' These expansions introduce new storylines, planets, operations,
and gameplay mechanics, expanding the lore and offering players new
challenges and experiences.

What is the significance of the player choices in
Star Wars: The 0ld Republic?

Player choices in Star Wars: The 0ld Republic significantly impact the game's



narrative and character development. Decisions made during conversations and
quests can lead to different story outcomes, affect character alignments
(Light vs. Dark Side), and influence relationships with companions, creating
a personalized experience for each player.
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