star wars the old republic series

Star Wars: The Old Republic Series has emerged as one of the most engaging and expansive
narratives within the Star Wars universe, drawing players into a galaxy filled with rich lore, complex
characters, and epic conflicts. Set thousands of years before the rise of the Galactic Empire, this
series explores the tumultuous period of the Old Republic, spotlighting the age-old struggle between
the Jedi and the Sith. This article will delve into the origins of the series, its gameplay mechanics,
character development, and the impact it has had on the broader Star Wars franchise.

Origins of Star Wars: The Old Republic

The Old Republic era was first introduced in the 2003 video game "Star Wars: Knights of the Old
Republic" (KOTOR), developed by BioWare. This critically acclaimed RPG set the stage for a wealth
of storytelling possibilities within the Star Wars universe. The success of KOTOR led to the
development of a sequel, "Knights of the Old Republic II: The Sith Lords," and ultimately paved the
way for "Star Wars: The Old Republic" (SWTOR), released in December 2011.

Development and Launch

- Developers: BioWare and LucasArts collaborated on SWTOR, leveraging their expertise in
storytelling and game design to create an immersive experience.

- Launch: Upon its release, SWTOR became one of the most anticipated MMORPGs, attracting
millions of players eager to explore the Old Republic's expansive universe.

- Setting: The game spans multiple planets, including familiar locations such as Tatooine and
Coruscant, along with new planets like Alderaan and Nar Shaddaa.

Gameplay Mechanics

SWTOR incorporates numerous gameplay mechanics that set it apart from other MMORPGs,
focusing on narrative-driven quests and character customization.

Character Creation

Players begin their journey by creating a character, choosing from several classes, each with unique
abilities and storylines. The main classes include:

1. Jedi Knight - A classic hero archetype wielding a lightsaber and the Force.

2. Jedi Consular - A more diplomatic class, focusing on healing and support abilities.

3. Sith Warrior - A powerful class embodying the dark side, specializing in melee combat.
4. Sith Inquisitor - A cunning and manipulative class with a focus on dark Force powers.
5. Smuggler - A rogue character skilled in stealth and ranged combat.



6. Trooper - A frontline class utilizing blasters and advanced technology.
7. Bounty Hunter - A versatile class that balances melee and ranged attacks with gadgets.

Each class features a unique storyline that unfolds through a series of quests, allowing players to
make choices that impact their character’s development and the overall narrative.

Combat System

The combat in SWTOR is both engaging and dynamic, featuring a real-time action system. Key
elements include:

- Abilities: Players have access to a variety of abilities that can be customized and upgraded,
allowing for unique playstyles.

- Companions: Each player is accompanied by a companion character, adding depth to the gameplay
experience. Companions can assist in combat, offer story insights, and help with crafting.

- Flashpoints and Operations: These are group content designed for players seeking cooperative
gameplay experiences. Flashpoints are smaller, story-driven missions, while Operations are large-
scale raids requiring teamwork and strategy.

Storytelling and Quests

One of SWTOR's standout features is its emphasis on storytelling. The game employs a fully voiced
narrative structure, with each character having voiced dialogue, making the experience feel more
cinematic.

Main Story Arcs

SWTOR's narrative is divided into several main story arcs, each tied to the player’s chosen class. Key
arcs include:

- The Jedi vs. Sith Conflict: Central to the narrative, this ongoing conflict drives the story and shapes
the player's choices, leading to different outcomes.

- The Galactic War: As players progress, they become embroiled in the larger galactic war between
the Sith Empire and the Galactic Republic, influencing the fate of the galaxy.

- Companion Stories: Each companion features their own narrative arc, allowing players to explore
personal stories and relationships that deepen the overall lore.

Choice and Consequence

SWTOR introduces a morality system that allows players to make choices that reflect their alignment
with the light or dark side of the Force. Decisions can lead to:

- Character Development: Choices affect not only the player's character but also relationships with



companions, influencing their loyalty and potential storylines.
- Game Outcomes: Major choices can have far-reaching consequences, altering the course of the
narrative and the player's experience.

Expansions and Updates

Since its launch, SWTOR has received numerous expansions and updates that have significantly
expanded the game world and narrative.

Notable Expansions

1. Rise of the Hutt Cartel (2013) - This expansion introduced a new storyline revolving around the
Hutt Cartel’s rise to power, along with new planets and increased level caps.

2. Shadow of Revan (2014) - Focusing on the return of the infamous Sith Lord Revan, this expansion
deepened the overarching narrative and introduced new gameplay features.

3. Knights of the Fallen Empire (2015) - A pivotal expansion that introduced an episodic story
format, allowing players to experience a new narrative structure and character arcs.

4. Onslaught (2019) - Continuing the story of the Galactic War, this expansion added new content
and increased player engagement through fresh gameplay mechanics.

Regular Updates

The developers have consistently released content updates, including new storylines, gameplay
features, and quality-of-life improvements, ensuring that the game remains fresh and engaging for
returning players.

Community and Legacy

The Star Wars: The Old Republic Series has cultivated a dedicated community of players and fans,
contributing to its lasting legacy within the gaming landscape.

Community Engagement

- Forums and Fan Sites: Players actively engage in discussions across various forums and fan sites,
sharing insights, fan art, and experiences.

- Events and Contests: Bioware often holds in-game events and contests that foster community
participation and encourage player interaction.



Impact on Star Wars Lore

SWTOR has significantly influenced the broader Star Wars universe by expanding the lore and
introducing new characters and narratives that resonate with fans. The game’s events and
characters have been referenced in novels, comics, and other media, establishing a rich tapestry of
interconnected stories.

Conclusion

The Star Wars: The Old Republic Series has successfully created an immersive and engaging
experience for players, blending rich storytelling with dynamic gameplay. From its origins in KOTOR
to its ongoing expansions and updates, the series continues to evolve, captivating new and returning
players alike. As it stands, SWTOR represents a significant chapter in the Star Wars saga,
celebrating the timeless conflict between light and dark. With a passionate community and a legacy
that continues to grow, SWTOR is sure to remain a beloved part of the Star Wars universe for years
to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main story arcs in 'Star Wars: The Old Republic'?

The main story arcs in 'Star Wars: The Old Republic' include the conflict between the Galactic
Republic and the Sith Empire, the Jedi Knight's struggle against the Sith, the warrior's quest for
honor, the smuggler's pursuit of fortune, and the inquisitor's journey to uncover dark secrets.

How has 'Star Wars: The Old Republic' evolved since its
launch?

Since its launch in 2011, 'Star Wars: The Old Republic' has evolved through numerous expansions,
including 'Rise of the Hutt Cartel' and 'Onslaught’, introducing new storylines, planets, gameplay
mechanics, and classes to enhance player experience.

What role do companions play in '‘Star Wars: The Old
Republic'?

Companions in 'Star Wars: The Old Republic' serve multiple roles, including combat support, story-
driven interactions, and crafting assistance. Players can build relationships with their companions,
influencing their loyalty and unlocking unique storylines.

What are some popular classes to play in 'Star Wars: The Old
Republic'?

Some popular classes in 'Star Wars: The Old Republic' include the Jedi Knight, Sith Warrior,



Smuggler, and Imperial Agent. Each class features unique abilities, storyline choices, and playstyles
that cater to different types of players.

Is 'Star Wars: The Old Republic' free-to-play, and what are the
benefits of subscribing?

'‘Star Wars: The Old Republic' operates on a free-to-play model, but subscribing offers benefits such
as increased experience gains, access to all expansions, additional character slots, and exclusive in-
game items, enhancing the overall gaming experience.
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