STATE OF WAR BY NINOTCHKA ROSCA

STATE OF WAR BY NINOTCHKA ROSCA IS A SEMINAL WORK IN PHILIPPINE LITERATURE THAT EXPLORES THEMES OF POLITICAL
UNREST, SOCIAL INJUSTICE, AND PERSONAL IDENTITY DURING A TURBULENT PERIOD IN THE COUNTRY’S HISTORY. THIS NOVEL,
WRITTEN BY NINOTCHKA ROSCA, IS WIDELY REGARDED FOR ITS VIVID PORTRAYAL OF THE MARTIAL LAW ERA UNDER FERDINAND
MARCOS AND THE IMPACT OF DICTATORSHIP ON FILIPINO SOCIETY. THE NARRATIVE WEAVES TOGETHER ELEMENTS OF HISTORY,
MYTHOLOGY, AND PERSONAL STRUGGLE, PROVIDING A MULTI-LAYERED PERSPECTIVE ON RESISTANCE AND OPPRESSION. IN THIS
ARTICLE, WE WILL DELVE INTO THE BACKGROUND OF THE AUTHOR, ANALYZE THE PLOT AND KEY THEMES, EXAMINE THE LITERARY
STYLE, AND DISCUSS THE NOVEL’S SIGNIFICANCE IN BOTH PHILIPPINE AND GLOBAL LITERARY CONTEXTS. UNDERSTANDING STATE
OF WAR BY NINOTCHKA ROSCA OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHT INTO THE SOCIO-POLITICAL CLIMATE OF THE PHILIPPINES AND THE
ENDURING POWER OF LITERATURE AS A FORM OF ACTIVISM.
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BACKGROUND AND AUTHOR

NINOTCHKA ROSCA, THE AUTHOR OF STATE OF WAR BY NINOTCHKA ROSCA, IS A PROMINENT FILIPINO WRITER, ACTIVIST, AND
JOURNALIST KNOWN FOR HER OUTSPOKEN CRITICISM OF AUTHORITARIANISM. BORN IN THE PHILIPPINES, ROSCA’S EXPERIENCES
DURING THE MARCOS REGIME DEEPLY INFLUENCED HER WRITING. SHE WAS AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT IN THE RESISTANCE MOVEMENT
AND LATER BECAME AN EXILE, WHICH PROVIDED HER WITH A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON POLITICAL REPRESSION AND EXILE’S TOLL
ON IDENTITY. ROSCA’S LITERARY WORK, INCLUDING STATE OF WAR, REFLECTS HER COMMITMENT TO SOCIAL JUSTICE AND HUMAN
RIGHTS, MAKING HER ONE OF THE PIVOTAL VOICES IN CONTEMPORARY FILIPINO LITERATURE.

AUTHOR’S ACTIVISM AND INFLUENCE

ROSCA’s ACTIVISM IS INSEPARABLE FROM HER LITERARY OUTPUT. DURING THE MARTIAL LAW PERIOD IN THE PHILIPPINES, SHE
WAS DETAINED AND LATER FLED THE COUNTRY DUE TO POLITICAL PERSECUTION. THIS PERSONAL HISTORY LENDS AUTHENTICITY
AND URGENCY TO THE THEMES EXPLORED IN STATE OF WAR BY NINOTCHKA ROSCA. HER INVOLVEMENT WITH FEMINIST AND
POLITICAL MOVEMENTS ALSO INFORMS THE NOVEL’S STRONG FEMALE CHARACTERS AND ITS CRITIQUE OF PATRIARCHAL POWER
STRUCTURES.

HisToricAL CoNTEXT ofF THE NOVEL

THE NOVEL IS SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF FERDINAND MARCOS’ DICTATORSHIP, A PERIOD MARKED BY MARTIAL LAW,
CURTAILMENT OF CIVIL LIBERTIES, AND WIDESPREAD HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES. UNDERSTANDING THIS HISTORICAL CONTEXT IS
ESSENTIAL TO GRASP THE NOVEL’S DEEPER MEANINGS AND ITS PORTRAYAL OF SOCIETAL FEAR, RESISTANCE, AND RESILIENCE.

PLoT OVERVIEW AND SETTING

STATE OF WAR BY NINOTCHKA ROSCA CENTERS ON THE LIVES OF SEVERAL CHARACTERS WHO NAVIGATE THE OPPRESSIVE



POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF THE PHILIPPINES DURING MARTIAL LAW. THE STORY UNFOLDS IN MANILA AND OTHER PARTS OF THE
COUNTRY, CAPTURING BOTH URBAN AND RURAL EXPERIENCES UNDER DICTATORSHIP. THE NARRATIVE INTERWEAVES PERSONAL
STORIES WITH COLLECTIVE STRUGGLES, HIGHLIGHTING THE TENSION BETWEEN SURVIVAL AND RESISTANCE.

MAIN CHARACTERS

THE NOVEL FEATURES A DIVERSE CAST OF CHARACTERS, INCLUDING ACTIVISTS, WRITERS, AND ORDINARY CITIZENS CAUGHT IN
THE CROSSFIRE OF POLITICAL TURMOIL. KEY FIGURES EMBODY DIFFERENT FACETS OF FILIPINO SOCIETY AND THE COMPLEXITIES OF
OPPOSING AN AUTHORITARIAN REGIME.

SETTING AND ATMOSPHERE

THE SETTING IS INTEGRAL TO THE NOVEL’S MOOD, PORTRAYING A COUNTRY UNDER SIEGE BY FEAR AND CENSORSHIP. Rosca’s
DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PHILIPPINES DURING MARTIAL LAW EVOKE A PALPABLE SENSE OF TENSION AND UNCERTAINTY, IMMERSING
READERS IN THE OPPRESSIVE ATMOSPHERE THAT SHAPED THE CHARACTERS LIVES.

THEMES AND SYMBOLISM

STATE OF WAR BY NINOTCHKA ROSCA EXPLORES SEVERAL PROFOUND THEMES, MANY OF WHICH RESONATE BEYOND THE
PHILIPPINE CONTEXT. THE NOVEL’S THEMATIC RICHNESS CONTRIBUTES SIGNIFICANTLY TO ITS STATUS AS A LANDMARK
POLITICAL NOVEL.

PoLiTicAL OPPRESSION AND RESISTANCE

THE CENTRAL THEME REVOLVES AROUND THE CONSEQUENCES OF AUTHORITARIAN RULE, INCLUDING REPRESSION, SURVEILLANCE,
AND THE SUPPRESSION OF DISSENT. THE CHARACTERS’ VARIOUS FORMS OF RESISTANCE, FROM OVERT ACTIVISM TO SUBTLE
SUBVERSION, ILLUSTRATE THE MULTIFACETED NATURE OF OPPOSITION UNDER DICTATORSHIP.

IDENTITY AND EXILE

THE NOVEL ALSO GRAPPLES WITH QUESTIONS OF IDENTITY, DISPLACEMENT, AND THE PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT OF EXILE. [HESE
THEMES REFLECT ROSCA’S OWN EXPERIENCES AND HIGHLIGHT THE BROADER FILIPINO DIASPORA’S STRUGGLES DURING AND AFTER
THE MARCOS REGIME.

MyTHoLoGY AND CULTURAL SYMBOLISM

ROSCA INCORPORATES ELEMENTS OF PHILIPPINE MYTHOLOGY AND INDIGENOUS BELIEFS, ENRICHING THE NARRATIVE WITH
SYMBOLIC LAYERS. THIS BLENDING OF FOLKLORE WITH POLITICAL REALITY SERVES TO DEEPEN THE NOVEL’S EXPLORATION OF
NATIONAL IDENTITY AND COLLECTIVE MEMORY.

LisT oF KEY THEMES IN STATE oF WAR

e AUTHORITARIANISM AND POLITICAL REPRESSION
® RESISTANCE AND ACTIVISM

® FEMINISM AND GENDER ROLES



L4 |DENTITY/ EXILE, AND DIASPORA
e MYTHOLOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE

¢ MEMORY AND HISTORICAL TRAUMA

LITERARY STYLE AND NARRATIVE TECHNIQUES

NINOTCHKA ROSCA’S NARRATIVE STYLE IN STATE OF WAR BY NINOTCHKA ROSCA IS CHARACTERIZED BY ITS LYRICAL PROSE,
MULTI-PERSPECTIVE STORYTELLING, AND INTERTEXTUALITY. THESE ELEMENTS COMBINE TO CREATE A COMPLEX AND ENGAGING
READING EXPERIENCE.

UsE oF MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES

THE NOVEL EMPLOYS MULTIPLE POINTS OF VIEW, ALLOWING READERS TO SEE THE POLITICAL CRISIS FROM DIFFERENT ANGLES.
THIS TECHNIQUE ENHANCES THE DEPTH OF THE NARRATIVE AND HUMANIZES THE BROAD SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ISSUES IT
ADDRESSES.

SYMBOLISM AND ALLEGORY

ROSCA’S USE OF SYMBOLISM AND ALLEGORY IS NOTABLE, WITH RECURRING MOTIFS THAT REINFORCE THE NOVEL’S THEMES. THE
INTERPLAY BETWEEN MYTH AND REALITY SERVES AS A NARRATIVE DEVICE TO COMMENT ON THE CYCLICAL NATURE OF
OPPRESSION AND RESISTANCE.

LANGUAGE AND STYLE

THE PROSE IS BOTH POETIC AND DIRECT, COMBINING RICH IMAGERY WITH CLEAR POLITICAL COMMENTARY. ROSCA’S LANGUAGE
REFLECTS HER BACKGROUND AS A JOURNALIST AND ACTIVIST, BALANCING ARTISTIC EXPRESSION WITH A SENSE OF URGENCY AND
CLARITY.

CRrRITICAL RECEPTION AND LEGACY

STATE OF WAR BY NINOTCHKA ROSCA HAS BEEN WIDELY ACCLAIMED FOR ITS BOLD PORTRAYAL OF A DARK CHAPTER IN
PHILIPPINE HISTORY AND ITS LITERARY MERIT. THE NOVEL REMAINS A CRUCIAL TEXT FOR UNDERSTANDING THE COUNTRY’S
POLITICAL STRUGGLES AND THE ROLE OF LITERATURE IN SOCIAL MOVEMENTS.

IMPACT ON PHILIPPINE LITERATURE

THE NOVEL HAS INFLUENCED GENERATIONS OF FILIPINO WRITERS AND READERS, INSPIRING A TRADITION OF POLITICALLY ENGAGED
LITERATURE. |T IS FREQUENTLY STUDIED IN ACADEMIC SETTINGS FOR ITS HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL INSIGHTS AS WELL AS ITS
ARTISTIC QUALITIES.

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION

BeYoND THE PHILIPPINES/ ROSCA’S WORK HAS GARNERED ATTENTION FOR ITS UNIVERSAL THEMES OF OPPRESSION, EXILE, AND
RESISTANCE. |T CONTRIBUTES TO GLOBAL CONVERSATIONS ABOUT DICTATORSHIP, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THE POWER OF



STORYTELLING.

AWARDS AND HONORS

W/HILE SPECIFIC AWARDS FOR STATE OF WAR INCLUDE RECOGNITION FROM VARIOUS LITERARY ORGANIZATIONS, ITS ENDURING
LEGACY LIES IN ITS CONTINUED RELEVANCE AND THE CRITICAL DISCUSSIONS IT GENERATES.

NoTABLE ASPECTS OF THE NOVEL’S LEGACY

® ENDURING RELEVANCE IN DISCUSSIONS OF AUTHORITARIANISM

® |NSPIRATION FOR POLITICAL AND FEMINIST ACTIVISM

INCLUSION IN PHILIPPINE LITERATURE CURRICULA

e TRANSLATION AND STUDY IN INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC CONTEXTS

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE MAIN THEME OF ‘STATE oF W AR’ BY NINOTCHKA RoscA?

THE MAIN THEME OF ‘STATE OF WAR' IS THE STRUGGLE AGAINST POLITICAL OPPRESSION AND THE QUEST FOR FREEDOM IN THE
PHILIPPINES DURING THE MARCOS DICTATORSHIP.

\W/HO IS THE PROTAGONIST IN ‘STATE OF WAR' AND WHAT IS HER SIGNIFICANCE?

THE PROTAGONIST IS ELIZA HANSEN, A FILIPINA ACTIVIST WHOSE PERSONAL JOURNEY REFLECTS THE BROADER RESISTANCE
AGAINST AUTHORITARIAN RULE IN THE PHILIPPINES.

How poes NINOTCHKA ROSCA USE SYMBOLISM IN ‘STATE oF WAR'?

ROSCA EMPLOYS SYMBOLISM SUCH AS THE 'STATE OF WAR' ITSELF TO REPRESENT THE CONSTANT CONFLICT BETWEEN THE
PEOPLE AND THE DICTATORSHIP, AND USES MOTIFS LIKE WATER AND SILENCE TO CONVEY THEMES OF MEMORY AND REPRESSION.

\WHAT ROLE DOES MEMORY PLAY IN ‘STATE ofF WAR'?

MEMORY IS CRUCIAL AS IT SHAPES THE CHARACTERS' IDENTITIES AND FUELS THEIR RESISTANCE;, THE NOVEL EXPLORES HOW
REMEMBERING PAST INJUSTICES IS VITAL TO THE FIGHT AGAINST OPPRESSION.

How DoES ‘STATE OF W AR’ REFLECT THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE PHILIPPINES
UNDER MARCOS?

THE NOVEL IS SET DURING THE MARTIAL LAW PERIOD AND VIVIDLY DEPICTS THE POLITICAL TURMOIL, HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES,
AND THE RESILIENCE OF ACTIVISTS OPPOSING THE REGIME.

\WHAT NARRATIVE STYLE DOES NINOTCHKA ROSCA USE IN ‘STATE oF WAR'?

ROSCA EMPLOYS A NON-LINEAR NARRATIVE WITH MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES, BLENDING REALISM WITH MAGICAL REALISM TO



CAPTURE THE COMPLEXITY OF THE POLITICAL AND PERSONAL STRUGGLES.

How ARE WOMEN PORTRAYED IN ‘STATE oF WAR'?

X/ OMEN IN THE NOVEL ARE PORTRAYED AS STRONG, RESILIENT, AND CENTRAL TO THE RESISTANCE MOVEMENT, CHALLENGING
TRADITIONAL GENDER ROLES WITHIN A PATRIARCHAL SOCIETY.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TITLE 'STATE oF WAR'?

THE TITLE SIGNIFIES BOTH THE LITERAL POLITICAL STATE OF MARTIAL LAW IN THE PHILIPPINES AND THE METAPHORICAL
INTERNAL AND SOCIAL CONFLICTS EXPERIENCED BY THE CHARACTERS.

How poes NINOTCHKA ROSCA ADDRESS THE THEME OF EXILE IN ‘STATE ofF WAR'?

EXILE IS DEPICTED AS BOTH A PHYSICAL DISPLACEMENT AND A PSYCHOLOGICAL STATE, REFLECTING THE ALIENATION OF
ACTIVISTS FORCED TO LEAVE THEIR HOMELAND BUT REMAINING CONNECTED THROUGH MEMORY AND COMMITMENT.

\WHAT IMPACT HAS '‘STATE oF W AR’ HAD ON FILIPINO LITERATURE AND POLITICAL
DISCOURSE?

‘STATE OF WAR' IS CONSIDERED A SEMINAL WORK THAT BROUGHT INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION TO PHILIPPINE POLITICAL
STRUGGLES, INSPIRING SUBSEQUENT GENERATIONS OF WRITERS AND ACTIVISTS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. AmericA Is iN THE HEART BY CARLOS BULOSAN

THIS SEMI~AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL NOVEL CHRONICLES THE EXPERIENCES OF A FILIPINO IMMIGRANT IN THE UNITED STATES DURING
THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY. |T EXPLORES THEMES OF COLONIALISM, LABOR EXPLOITATION, AND IDENTITY, MUCH LIKE NINOTCHKA
ROSCA’S FOCUS ON POLITICAL OPPRESSION AND RESISTANCE. BULOSAN’S NARRATIVE OFFERS A POIGNANT LOOK AT THE
STRUGGLES FACED BY FILIPINOS BOTH AT HOME AND ABROAD.

2. In THE CoUNTRY BY MIA ALVAR

A COLLECTION OF SHORT STORIES THAT DEPICT THE LIVES OF FILIPINOS BOTH IN THE PHILIPPINES AND IN THE DIASPORA,
HIGHLIGHTING ISSUES OF POLITICAL UNREST, DISPLACEMENT, AND SURVIVAL. ALVAR’S WORK RESONATES WITH THE THEMES OF
WAR, EXILE, AND PERSONAL STRUGGLE FOUND IN ROSCA’S WRITING. EACH STORY CAPTURES THE COMPLEXITY OF FILIPINO
IDENTITY IN A TURBULENT SOCIO-POLITICAL LANDSCAPE.

3. THE Woman WHo Hap Two NaveLs By Nick JOAQUIN

A CLASSIC PHILIPPINE NOVEL THAT DELVES INTO THE COUNTRY’S COLONIAL PAST AND ITS LINGERING PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS
ON INDIVIDUALS. JOAQUIN’S WORK, LIKE ROSCA’S, EXPLORES THEMES OF IDENTITY, HISTORY, AND THE PERSONAL IMPACT OF
NATIONAL UPHEAVAL. THE NOVEL’S RICH SYMBOLISM AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT PROVIDE A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF FILIPINO
CULTURAL STRUGGLES.

4. Po-ongy F. SIoNIL Jos[?]

SET DURING THE PHILIPPINE REVOLUTION AGAINST SPANISH COLONIZATION, THIS NOVEL EXPLORES THEMES OF RESISTANCE,
FAMILY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. JOS[] S NARRATIVE ALIGNS WITH ROSCA’S EXAMINATION OF THE EFFECTS OF WAR AND POLITICAL
CONFLICT ON ORDINARY PEOPLE. THE STORY HIGHLIGHTS THE RESILIENCE AND COURAGE OF FILIPINOS FIGHTING FOR FREEDOM.

5. lLusTrADO BY MIGUEL SYyjuco

A CONTEMPORARY NOVEL THAT BLENDS MYSTERY AND POLITICAL CRITIQUE TO EXPLORE THE COMPLEXITIES OF MODERN
PHILIPPINE SOCIETY. SYJUCO’S WORK ADDRESSES THEMES OF CORRUPTION, IDENTITY, AND EXILE, PARALLELING ROSCA’S FOCUS
ON POLITICAL DISSENT AND THE COST OF SPEAKING OUT. THE NOVEL OFFERS A MULTIFACETED PERSPECTIVE ON THE COUNTRY’S
TROUBLED HISTORY.

6. WHen THE ELEPHANTS DANCE BY TESS URIZA HOLTHE



SET DURING THE JAPANESE OCCUPATION OF THE PHILIPPINES IN W/ ORLD W/ AR II, THIS NOVEL TELLS THE STORIES OF ORDINARY
FILIPINOS CAUGHT IN THE TURMOIL OF WAR. |T EXPLORES THEMES OF SURVIVAL, COURAGE, AND THE HUMAN SPIRIT UNDER
OPPRESSION, MUCH LIKE ROSCA’S FOCUS ON THE PERSONAL IMPACTS OF POLITICAL CONFLICT. THE NARRATIVE WEAVES
TOGETHER FOLKLORE AND HISTORY TO CREATE A POWERFUL DEPICTION OF RESILIENCE.

7. THE CoNJUGAL DICTATORSHIP BY PRIMITIVO MIJARES

A MEMOIR AND EXPOS[?] OF THE MARCOS REGIME’S DICTATORSHIP IN THE PHILIPPINES, OFFERING AN INSIDER’S VIEW OF POLITICAL
REPRESSION AND HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES. MJARES® ACCOUNT PROVIDES HISTORICAL CONTEXT TO THE THEMES OF
AUTHORITARIANISM AND RESISTANCE FOUND IN ROSCA’S WORK. THIS BOOK IS ESSENTIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE REAL-LIFE
BACKDROP AGAINST WHICH MANY FILIPINO WRITERS, INCLUDING ROSCA, HAVE WRITTEN.

8. STATE oF WArBY NINOTCHKA Rosca

ROSCA’S SEMINAL NOVEL THAT INTERTWINES THE PERSONAL AND POLITICAL, DEPICTING THE STRUGGLES OF FILIPINOS UNDER A
REPRESSIVE REGIME. THROUGH RICH STORYTELLING AND COMPLEX CHARACTERS, THE BOOK EXPLORES THEMES OF ACTIVISM,
EXILE, AND THE QUEST FOR JUSTICE. IT REMAINS A POWERFUL COMMENTARY ON THE IMPACT OF DICTATORSHIP ON SOCIETY AND
INDIVIDUALS.

Q. BALIKBAYANBY LizA MAGTOTO
A PLAY THAT ADDRESSES ISSUES OF MIGRATION, IDENTITY, AND POLITICAL TURMOIL IN THE PHILIPPINES, FOCUSING ON THE
EXPERIENCES OF FILIPINOS WHO RETURN HOME AFTER YEARS ABROAD. MAGTOTO’S WORK COMPLEMENTS ROSCA’S THEMES BY

EXPLORING THE EMOTIONAL AND SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF POLITICAL CONFLICT AND DIASPORA. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE ENDURING
EFFECTS OF WAR AND DISPLACEMENT ON FILIPINO FAMILIES.
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