
steal away home study guide answers
steal away home study guide answers provide essential insights and
clarifications for students and educators exploring the novel "Steal Away
Home." This novel, rich in historical context and emotional depth, requires a
thoughtful examination to fully grasp its themes, characters, and plot
developments. The study guide answers serve as a valuable resource for
understanding the nuanced narrative and for preparing for tests or
discussions. This article will delve into comprehensive explanations of key
elements within the book, offering detailed responses to common questions.
Additionally, it will highlight significant themes, character analyses, and
plot summaries to ensure a well-rounded comprehension. Whether preparing for
a classroom assignment or enhancing one’s personal understanding, these
answers are tailored to support critical thinking and literary analysis.
Below is a structured overview to navigate the essential topics covered in
the guide.

Overview of "Steal Away Home"

Character Analysis

Plot Summary and Key Events

Major Themes and Motifs

Important Symbols in the Novel

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

Study Tips for "Steal Away Home"

Overview of "Steal Away Home"
"Steal Away Home" is a historical fiction novel that explores the life and
struggles of African Americans during a turbulent period in American history.
The narrative is centered around a young protagonist who faces challenges
related to freedom, identity, and family. This section of the study guide
provides context about the setting, author background, and the novel’s place
within the genre.

Historical Context
The story is set during a time when slavery and the fight for emancipation
were pivotal issues in the United States. Understanding the historical



backdrop is critical to appreciating the challenges faced by the characters.
The novel captures the tension and hope prevalent in this era, illustrating
the complexities of social and political dynamics.

Author’s Purpose
The author aims to shed light on the resilience and courage of individuals
seeking freedom and justice. Through vivid storytelling, the narrative
encourages readers to reflect on themes of bravery, loyalty, and the human
spirit. The study guide answers reveal how the author's intentions inform the
novel’s tone and message.

Character Analysis
Characters form the heart of "Steal Away Home," each contributing to the
development of the plot and the thematic structure. This section provides
detailed descriptions and analyses of the main and supporting characters,
highlighting their motivations, relationships, and growth.

Main Characters
The protagonist is a young African American navigating the dangers of a
divided society. Other key figures include family members, friends, and
antagonists whose interactions shape the protagonist’s journey. Understanding
these characters helps in interpreting the novel’s moral and social
questions.

Character Development
Throughout the novel, characters evolve in response to their circumstances.
The study guide answers explain significant changes in their behavior and
outlook, linking these transformations to pivotal plot moments and thematic
developments.

Plot Summary and Key Events
A thorough summary of the plot is essential for grasping the full narrative
arc of "Steal Away Home." This section outlines the sequence of events,
highlighting critical moments that define the story’s trajectory and
emotional impact.



Beginning
The novel opens with the protagonist’s initial situation, introducing the
setting and establishing the central conflict. Early events set the tone and
foreshadow challenges ahead.

Middle
The middle section covers the protagonist’s attempts to overcome obstacles,
including encounters with both allies and enemies. These events build
suspense and deepen the reader’s engagement with the story.

Ending
The conclusion resolves major conflicts and reveals the outcomes for the
characters. The study guide answers clarify ambiguities and interpret the
significance of the ending.

Major Themes and Motifs
"Steal Away Home" explores several significant themes that resonate
throughout the novel. This section examines these themes in detail, providing
explanations and examples from the text.

Freedom and Oppression
The novel’s primary theme revolves around the struggle for freedom against
systemic oppression. Characters’ experiences illustrate the harsh realities
of slavery and the enduring hope for liberation.

Family and Loyalty
Relationships between family members and friends are central to the story,
emphasizing trust, support, and sacrifice. The study guide answers explore
how these bonds influence character decisions and plot development.

Courage and Resilience
The protagonists demonstrate bravery in the face of adversity. This motif
underscores the novel’s message about the strength of the human spirit.



Important Symbols in the Novel
Symbols enrich the narrative by adding layers of meaning. This section
identifies and interprets key symbols used throughout "Steal Away Home."

The River: Often represents freedom and escape, symbolizing the journey
toward liberation.

Chains: Symbolize bondage and oppression but also the struggle to break
free.

Home: Represents safety, belonging, and identity, central to the
protagonist’s motivations.

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers
This section addresses common queries related to the novel’s content, themes,
and characters, providing clear and concise responses to enhance
understanding.

What is the significance of the title "Steal Away Home"?1.
The title reflects the secretive and courageous efforts of enslaved
people to escape to freedom, often under the cover of darkness,
symbolizing both physical and emotional journeys.

How does the protagonist’s perspective evolve?2.
Initially uncertain and fearful, the protagonist grows in confidence and
determination, reflecting the broader theme of personal growth amid
adversity.

What role do supporting characters play?3.
Supporting characters provide assistance, represent societal attitudes,
and create conflict, all of which contribute to the protagonist’s
development and the story’s depth.

Study Tips for "Steal Away Home"
Effective study strategies can enhance comprehension and retention of the



novel’s contents. This section offers practical advice for students using the
study guide answers to prepare for exams or discussions.

Active Reading
Engage with the text by annotating, highlighting key passages, and noting
questions or reflections. This active approach aids in deeper understanding.

Reviewing Study Guide Answers
Use the study guide answers to clarify confusing aspects and confirm
interpretations. Cross-reference answers with the text to ensure accuracy.

Discussion and Analysis
Participate in group discussions or write analytical essays to explore themes
and character motivations. This practice encourages critical thinking and
insight.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Steal Away' as discussed
in the home study guide?
The main theme of 'Steal Away' is the struggle for freedom and the impact of
slavery on individuals and families.

Who are the primary characters analyzed in the
'Steal Away' home study guide?
The primary characters analyzed include the protagonist, a young enslaved
person seeking freedom, and other key figures who influence their journey.

How does the home study guide explain the
significance of the title 'Steal Away'?
The guide explains that 'Steal Away' refers to the act of escaping slavery,
symbolizing hope and courage in the face of oppression.

What historical context does the 'Steal Away' study



guide provide to better understand the story?
The guide provides historical context about slavery in America, the
Underground Railroad, and the risks involved in attempting to escape bondage.

According to the study guide, what literary devices
are prominent in 'Steal Away'?
Prominent literary devices include symbolism, imagery, and metaphor, which
help convey the emotional depth and themes of the story.

How does the home study guide address the character
development in 'Steal Away'?
It discusses how the protagonist evolves from fear to bravery, highlighting
key moments that mark their personal growth.

What questions does the home study guide suggest for
classroom discussion about 'Steal Away'?
Suggested questions include exploring the motivations behind the characters'
actions, the meaning of freedom, and the impact of historical events on the
story.

How does the 'Steal Away' study guide recommend
approaching the story for a deeper understanding?
The guide recommends close reading, reflecting on the historical background,
and relating the story’s themes to modern discussions about freedom and human
rights.

Are there any quizzes or activities included in the
'Steal Away' home study guide?
Yes, the guide typically includes quizzes, comprehension questions, and
creative activities to reinforce understanding and engagement with the text.

Additional Resources
1. Steal Away Home by Lois Ruby - Study Guide and Analysis
This guide provides a comprehensive overview and detailed analysis of Lois
Ruby’s novel "Steal Away Home." It includes chapter summaries, character
breakdowns, and thematic discussions that help readers better understand the
historical context and personal struggles depicted in the story. Ideal for
students and book clubs, it enhances comprehension and critical thinking
about the novel’s portrayal of the Underground Railroad.



2. Understanding Historical Fiction: Themes in Steal Away Home
This book explores the broader genre of historical fiction with a focus on
themes similar to those found in "Steal Away Home." It discusses how authors
blend fact and fiction to bring history to life, particularly the era of
slavery and the Underground Railroad. Readers will gain insights into
narrative techniques and historical accuracy in storytelling.

3. Underground Railroad Stories: A Companion Guide
Focusing on stories related to the Underground Railroad, this companion guide
includes summaries and analyses of various books including "Steal Away Home."
It examines the courageous journeys of freedom seekers and the risks taken by
those who helped them. The guide also offers discussion questions and
historical background to deepen understanding.

4. Character Studies in Steal Away Home
This book delves into the main and secondary characters of "Steal Away Home,"
exploring their motivations, growth, and relationships. It provides
psychological and sociological perspectives that reveal the complexities of
living in a divided America. This resource is perfect for students wanting to
analyze character development in depth.

5. Steal Away Home: Historical Context and Analysis
A detailed examination of the historical backdrop of "Steal Away Home," this
book covers the social, political, and cultural factors influencing the
novel’s setting. It highlights the realities of slavery, abolitionist
movements, and the Underground Railroad’s operation. This work is useful for
readers who want to place the novel within its authentic historical
framework.

6. Teaching Steal Away Home: Lesson Plans and Activities
Designed for educators, this resource offers lesson plans, quizzes, and
interactive activities based on "Steal Away Home." It aims to engage students
with the novel’s themes such as courage, freedom, and justice. The book also
provides strategies to encourage critical thinking and empathy through
classroom discussion.

7. Exploring Themes of Freedom in Young Adult Literature
This book investigates how young adult novels like "Steal Away Home" address
the theme of freedom across various historical periods. It compares different
authors’ approaches to depicting struggles for liberation and identity.
Readers will find thematic essays and study questions that connect literature
to broader social issues.

8. The Role of Courage in Steal Away Home
Focusing on the theme of courage, this study guide analyzes how bravery
shapes the characters and plot of "Steal Away Home." It discusses personal
and collective acts of courage in the face of oppression. The guide
encourages readers to reflect on their own values and the meaning of heroism.

9. Slavery and Abolition in Children’s Literature
This scholarly work examines how children’s and young adult literature,



including "Steal Away Home," portray slavery and abolitionist efforts. It
critiques the accuracy and impact of these narratives on young readers’
understanding of history. The book is a valuable resource for educators,
parents, and researchers interested in historical representation in
literature.
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