steal like an artist austin kleon

steal like an artist austin kleon is a powerful concept and book title that has influenced
countless creatives worldwide. This idea encourages artists, writers, designers, and other
professionals to embrace inspiration from existing work, transforming it into something
uniquely their own. Austin Kleon, the author, presents a fresh perspective on creativity,
emphasizing that originality is a myth and that all creative work builds upon what came
before. This article delves into the core principles of "Steal Like an Artist," explores Austin
Kleon’s background, and discusses how his insights can be applied to foster innovation and
artistic growth. Additionally, it outlines practical tips derived from Kleon's philosophy to
help individuals unlock their creative potential effectively.
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Understanding "Steal Like an Artist" by Austin
Kileon

"Steal Like an Artist" is a bestselling book by Austin Kleon that redefines creativity by
encouraging readers to embrace influence rather than shy away from it. The book
dismantles the traditional notion of pure originality, arguing that all creative work is
derivative to some extent. Kleon’s approach helps artists see stealing not as plagiarism but
as a process of collecting ideas, remixing them, and making something new. The book is
concise, practical, and filled with illustrations and examples that make its message
accessible to a wide audience.

The Concept Behind the Title

The phrase “steal like an artist” suggests that artists should collect ideas from a variety of
sources, study them deeply, and combine the elements in a way that reflects their unique
perspective. Kleon highlights that artists who borrow ideas effectively do so with respect
and transformation, making the concepts their own rather than copying outright. This
mindset liberates creatives from the pressure of reinventing the wheel and encourages
exploration and experimentation.



The Book’s Format and Style

Kleon’s book is known for its visually appealing format, combining minimal text with
engaging hand-drawn illustrations. This design choice reinforces the idea that creativity is
not about complexity but about clarity and accessibility. The book’s chapters are short and
focused, making it a practical guide rather than a dense theoretical work.

The Life and Influence of Austin Kleon

Austin Kleon is a writer and artist known for his work on creativity and artistic processes. He
has gained international recognition for his unique approach to inspiring creators to
embrace their influences and cultivate their own voice. Kleon’s background as a writer and
visual artist informs his accessible style and practical advice. His impact extends beyond
his books to include talks, workshops, and an active online presence.

Kleon’s Career and Creative Philosophy

Before becoming a bestselling author, Austin Kleon worked as a newspaper writer and
engaged in various creative projects. His philosophy revolves around demystifying
creativity by encouraging people to learn from others and build on existing ideas. Kleon
emphasizes daily creative habits, openness to influence, and the importance of sharing
work publicly to foster growth.

Other Works by Austin Kleon

Alongside "Steal Like an Artist," Kleon has authored other influential books such as "Show
Your Work!" and "Keep Going." These works continue to expand on themes of creativity,
persistence, and self-promotion. His books have inspired a broad spectrum of creatives,
from students to professionals, reinforcing the accessibility of artistic expression.

Key Principles of "Steal Like an Artist"

The core ideas of "Steal Like an Artist" are distilled into ten transformative principles that
guide creative processes. These principles encourage openness, curiosity, and proactive
engagement with one’s influences. Understanding these concepts is crucial to applying
Kleon’s teachings effectively.

The Ten Principles

¢ Steal Like an Artist: Collect ideas from various sources and transform them.

e Don’t Wait Until You Know Who You Are to Get Started: Begin creating even if
you feel uncertain.



e Write the Book You Want to Read: Create work that fulfills your own needs and
interests.

e Use Your Hands: Engage physically with your work to stimulate creativity.

e Side Projects and Hobbies Are Important: Explore diverse interests to fuel
inspiration.

e The Secret: Do Good Work and Share It with People: Build an audience through
quality and openness.

e Geography Is No Longer Our Master: Use technology to connect and collaborate
globally.

e Be Nice (The World Is a Small Town): Cultivate positive relationships within
creative communities.

e Be Boring (It’s the Only Way to Get Work Done): Establish disciplined routines to
maintain productivity.

e Creativity Is Subtraction: Focus on simplicity and removing distractions.

The Role of Influence in Creativity

Kleon stresses that all creators stand on the shoulders of giants, meaning that every
original idea is influenced by previous work. He encourages acknowledging these influences
openly and learning from them, which leads to deeper, more authentic creativity. This
principle helps alleviate the anxiety around originality and promotes a culture of sharing
and growth.

Applying Kleon’s Ideas to Enhance Creativity

Implementing the concepts from "Steal Like an Artist" can transform creative workflows and
output. Kleon provides actionable advice that helps individuals overcome creative blocks
and develop sustaining artistic habits.

Practical Tips for Creatives

» Keep a Swipe File: Collect inspiring images, quotes, and ideas for future reference.
* Create Daily: Develop a habit of producing something every day, regardless of scale.

e Share Work Regularly: Use social media or blogs to showcase your progress and
receive feedback.



e Embrace Constraints: Use limitations as a way to focus and innovate.

e Collaborate and Network: Connect with other creatives to exchange ideas and
support.

e Maintain a Balance: Pursue hobbies and side projects to replenish creative energy.

Overcoming Creative Blocks

By adopting Kleon’s philosophy, creators can reframe creative blocks as opportunities to
explore new influences and directions. The emphasis on stealing ideas responsibly
encourages experimentation and reduces fear of failure. Kleon also advocates for the
importance of rest, routine, and persistence in maintaining creative momentum.

Criticism and Impact of "Steal Like an Artist"

While "Steal Like an Artist" has received widespread acclaim for its refreshing take on
creativity, it has also faced criticism. Some argue that the concept of “stealing” can be
misinterpreted as endorsing plagiarism. However, Kleon clarifies that his intent is to inspire
transformative borrowing rather than direct copying. The book’s impact on creative
communities, educational settings, and professional artists remains significant.

Common Critiques

Critics caution that without careful understanding, the message of stealing ideas might lead
to ethical issues regarding intellectual property. Additionally, some readers find the book’s
brevity and informal style less suitable for deep academic study of creativity. Despite these
concerns, the practical nature of Kleon’s advice has proven valuable for a broad audience.

Legacy and Influence

"Steal Like an Artist" has become a cultural touchstone for creatives seeking guidance in an
age of information overload. Its principles have been incorporated into art education,
creative workshops, and personal development programs. Austin Kleon’s work continues to
inspire a generation to embrace creativity with confidence and openness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main idea behind 'Steal Like an Artist' by



Austin Kleon?

The main idea of 'Steal Like an Artist' is that creativity is for everyone and that all creative
work builds on what came before. Kleon encourages readers to embrace influence, remix
ideas, and 'steal' from various sources to develop their own unique artistic voice.

How does Austin Kleon define 'stealing’ in the context
of creativity?

Austin Kleon defines 'stealing' as the act of borrowing ideas from existing work in an honest
and ethical way, transforming and combining them to create something new, rather than
plagiarizing. It's about learning from others and making those ideas your own.

What are some practical tips Austin Kleon offers for
becoming more creative?

Some practical tips include: keeping a swipe file of inspiring work, embracing limitations to
spark creativity, showing your work regularly to get feedback, staying curious and open-
minded, and cultivating a daily creative routine.

Why does Austin Kleon emphasize the importance of
‘'showing your work' in creativity?

Kleon emphasizes 'showing your work' because sharing your creative process and progress
helps build a community, invites feedback, and keeps you motivated. It demystifies
creativity and encourages continuous learning and growth.

How does 'Steal Like an Artist' address the fear of being
unoriginal?
The book reassures readers that originality is a myth and that all artists are influenced by

others. Instead of fearing unoriginality, Kleon suggests embracing influence and remixing
ideas to develop a personal style, which is the essence of originality.

What role do limitations play in creativity according to
Austin Kleon?
Austin Kleon believes limitations can actually enhance creativity by forcing artists to think

resourcefully and focus their efforts. Constraints encourage problem-solving and innovation,
helping artists create work that is both unique and meaningful.

Additional Resources

1. Show Your Work! by Austin Kleon
This follow-up to "Steal Like an Artist" encourages creatives to share their process openly.
Kleon offers practical advice on how to get discovered, build an audience, and stay



connected with a community. The book emphasizes transparency and the power of sharing
your journey rather than just the finished product.

2. Creative Confidence by Tom Kelley and David Kelley

Written by the founders of IDEO, this book inspires readers to unlock their creative
potential. It provides strategies for overcoming self-doubt and embracing innovation in
everyday life and work. The authors highlight that everyone has the ability to be creative,
regardless of their background or profession.

3. Big Magic: Creative Living Beyond Fear by Elizabeth Gilbert

Elizabeth Gilbert explores the nature of creativity and the courage it takes to pursue a
creative life. She shares personal anecdotes and insights on how to embrace curiosity, let
go of perfectionism, and face fears head-on. The book is a heartfelt invitation to live a life
fueled by creativity and joy.

4. Show Your Work! by Austin Kleon

This book serves as a companion to "Steal Like an Artist," focusing on sharing your creative
process. Kleon offers ten transformative rules for getting discovered, networking, and
building a supportive creative community. It’s a practical guide to making your work visible
and connecting with others.

5. The War of Art by Steven Pressfield

Pressfield tackles the internal obstacles that prevent creative expression, famously calling
resistance the enemy. The book provides motivation to push through procrastination, self-
doubt, and fear. It's a straightforward and inspiring call to action for artists and
entrepreneurs alike.

6. Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life by Anne Lamott

This classic book offers a humorous and compassionate guide to the writing process.
Lamott shares personal stories and practical advice on tackling creative projects one step
at a time. It's a reminder that creativity is a journey filled with challenges and rewards.

7. Show Your Work! by Austin Kleon

Reinforcing the importance of openness, this work encourages creatives to document and
share their progress. Kleon breaks down barriers to exposure and offers tips for cultivating
an authentic voice online. The book is a valuable resource for artists looking to expand their
reach.

8. Originals: How Non-Conformists Move the World by Adam Grant

Grant explores how individuals champion new ideas and drive innovation. The book
combines research and stories to illustrate how originality can be nurtured and encouraged.
It's an insightful read for anyone looking to challenge the status quo and make an impact.

9. Manage Your Day-to-Day: Build Your Routine, Find Your Focus, and Sharpen Your
Creative Mind edited by Jocelyn K. Glei

This compilation of essays offers practical advice from creative professionals on
maintaining productivity and focus. Topics include developing routines, managing
distractions, and sustaining motivation. It’'s an essential guide for creatives seeking balance
and efficiency in their work life.
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