
stihl ms271 starting instructions

stihl ms271 starting instructions are essential for anyone operating this powerful and reliable chainsaw.
Understanding the proper starting procedure not only ensures the longevity of the machine but also
guarantees safe and efficient operation. The Stihl MS271 is designed with user-friendly features that
simplify starting and maintenance, but following the correct steps is critical. This article provides a detailed
guide on how to start the Stihl MS271, covering everything from preparation and safety checks to choke
settings and pull-start techniques. With clear, step-by-step instructions and expert tips, users can
confidently power up their chainsaw every time. Additionally, troubleshooting advice is included to
address common starting issues, making this guide comprehensive for both beginners and experienced
users.
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Preparation and Safety Checks
Before attempting to start the Stihl MS271, it is crucial to perform thorough preparation and safety checks.
Proper preparation ensures the chainsaw operates smoothly and helps prevent accidents. The chainsaw
should be inspected for any visible damage or wear, with particular attention to the chain tension, fuel
level, and oil reservoir. Using fresh fuel mixed according to Stihl’s recommended ratio is essential for
optimal engine performance. Additionally, wearing appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) such
as gloves, eye protection, and hearing protection is mandatory to safeguard the operator during startup and
operation.

Inspecting the Chainsaw
Check the guide bar and chain for damage, ensuring the chain is sharp and properly tensioned. Loose or
dull chains can cause kickback and reduce cutting efficiency. Verify that the chain brake is engaged before
starting to prevent accidental chain movement.



Fuel and Oil Levels
Fill the fuel tank with the correct mix of gasoline and two-stroke engine oil as specified in the user
manual. The Stihl MS271 typically requires a 50:1 fuel-to-oil ratio. Also, check and fill the bar and chain oil
reservoir to ensure proper lubrication during operation.

Personal Protective Equipment
Always wear safety gear including gloves, safety glasses or a face shield, ear protection, and sturdy
footwear. These safety measures help protect against injuries during startup and cutting tasks.

Understanding the Controls and Settings
Familiarizing oneself with the controls and settings of the Stihl MS271 is fundamental to executing the
correct starting procedure. The chainsaw features a combination throttle trigger and stop switch, a choke
lever, a decompression valve, and a primer bulb, all designed to facilitate smooth starting and operation.

Choke Lever Functionality
The choke lever controls the air-fuel mixture entering the carburetor. It has several positions including
cold start, warm start, and run. Proper positioning of the choke lever based on engine temperature is vital
for successful ignition.

Primer Bulb Usage
The primer bulb, located near the carburetor, helps draw fuel into the carburetor before starting. Pressing
it several times primes the engine, which is especially helpful during cold starts.

Stop Switch and Throttle Trigger
The stop switch is used to turn off the engine, while the throttle trigger controls engine speed. Before
starting, ensure the stop switch is in the “on” position and the throttle trigger is not engaged.

Step-by-Step Starting Procedure
The following step-by-step guide outlines the proper sequence for starting the Stihl MS271 chainsaw.
Adhering to these instructions will help avoid engine flooding and ensure a quick, reliable start.



Place the chainsaw on a flat, stable surface with the chain brake engaged.1.

Activate the decompression valve by pressing it once to reduce the effort needed to pull the starter2.
rope.

Set the choke lever to the cold start position if the engine is cold, or to the run position if the engine3.
is warm.

Press the primer bulb 5 to 6 times until fuel is visible inside the bulb.4.

Hold the front handle firmly with one hand and the rear handle with the other.5.

Pull the starter rope slowly until resistance is felt, then pull briskly to turn the engine over.6.

Once the engine fires briefly (fires or sputters), move the choke lever to the warm start position.7.

Pull the starter rope again until the engine starts running.8.

Allow the engine to warm up for a few seconds, then release the chain brake before cutting.9.

Cold Start Tips
For a cold engine, ensure the choke lever is fully engaged in the cold start position and the primer bulb is
fully pressed. This provides the necessary fuel mixture for ignition.

Warm Start Tips
If the engine was recently used and is still warm, the choke lever should be set to the run position, and the
primer bulb may not need to be pressed. This prevents flooding the engine with excess fuel.

Troubleshooting Common Starting Issues
Despite following the correct starting procedure, users may encounter difficulties starting the Stihl MS271.
Understanding common problems and their remedies can save time and prevent damage.



Engine Won’t Start
If the engine fails to start, check fuel quality and ensure the fuel tank is not empty. Inspect the spark plug
for fouling or damage and replace it if necessary. Also, verify that the stop switch is in the “on” position.

Engine Starts Then Stalls
This issue often results from the choke being left in the cold start position after ignition. Move the choke to
the warm start or run position immediately after the engine fires. Additionally, ensure the air filter is clean
and not restricting airflow.

Starter Rope Hard to Pull
A stiff starter rope could indicate a lack of decompression or internal engine issues. Confirm the
decompression valve is functioning correctly and that the chain brake is engaged. If problems persist,
professional servicing may be required.

Maintenance Tips for Optimal Starting Performance
Regular maintenance is key to ensuring the Stihl MS271 starts effortlessly and operates efficiently. Proper
care extends the life of the chainsaw and reduces the likelihood of starting problems.

Regular Cleaning
Keep the air filter clean by inspecting and cleaning it after every use. A clogged air filter restricts airflow
and negatively impacts starting and performance. Remove dust, dirt, and debris from the engine housing
and carburetor area.

Spark Plug Maintenance
Inspect the spark plug periodically and replace it if it shows signs of wear or carbon buildup. Using the
correct spark plug type recommended by Stihl is essential for reliable ignition.

Fuel System Care
Use fresh, properly mixed fuel and avoid storing fuel in the chainsaw for extended periods. If the chainsaw
will not be used for some time, drain the fuel tank to prevent stale fuel from clogging the carburetor.



Chain and Bar Maintenance
Maintain proper chain tension and keep the cutting chain sharp. Lubricate the bar and chain with quality
oil to reduce friction and wear. Regularly inspect the guide bar for damage or wear.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I start the Stihl MS271 chainsaw for the first time?
To start the Stihl MS271 for the first time, ensure the chain brake is engaged, set the master control lever
to the cold start position (choke), press the decompression valve, pull the starter cord until the engine
attempts to start, then move the lever to the warm start position and pull again until the engine runs.

What is the correct choke setting on the Stihl MS271 when starting cold?
When starting the Stihl MS271 cold, set the master control lever to the full choke position (cold start) to
allow maximum fuel flow for easy ignition.

Should the chain brake be engaged before starting the Stihl MS271?
Yes, always engage the chain brake before starting the Stihl MS271 for safety to prevent the chain from
moving unexpectedly.

How many times should I pull the starter cord on the Stihl MS271?
Pull the starter cord firmly several times until the engine fires or attempts to start, usually within 5-6
pulls, then adjust the choke and pull again to start the engine fully.

What fuel mixture ratio is recommended for the Stihl MS271?
The recommended fuel mixture for the Stihl MS271 is 50:1, which means mixing 50 parts gasoline with 1
part 2-stroke engine oil.

How do I restart the Stihl MS271 after it has warmed up?
After the engine warms up, set the master control lever to the run position (middle) and pull the starter
cord until the engine starts without using the choke.

What should I do if the Stihl MS271 does not start after several attempts?
If it does not start, check the fuel level, ensure the spark plug is clean and connected, verify the air filter is



clean, and confirm the chain brake is engaged. Also, check the decompression valve and restart procedures.

Is it necessary to use the decompression valve when starting the Stihl
MS271?
Yes, pressing the decompression valve before pulling the starter cord reduces compression, making it easier
to start the engine.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering the Stihl MS271: A Beginner’s Guide to Starting and Maintenance
This book provides a comprehensive introduction to the Stihl MS271 chainsaw, focusing on step-by-step
starting instructions. It covers basic maintenance tips, safety protocols, and troubleshooting common issues.
Perfect for first-time users aiming to get the most out of their equipment safely.

2. Stihl MS271 Operation Manual Simplified
An easy-to-understand guide that breaks down the official Stihl MS271 manual into clear, user-friendly
language. The book emphasizes the starting procedure, fuel mixture preparation, and routine care to ensure
optimal performance. It's ideal for users who want a quick reference without technical jargon.

3. The Chainsaw Handbook: Stihl MS271 Starting and Usage Tips
This handbook offers practical advice on starting the Stihl MS271 chainsaw efficiently and safely. It includes
expert tips on cold starts, choke settings, and throttle control. Additionally, it explains safety gear and best
practices for prolonged chainsaw use.

4. Effortless Starting Techniques for the Stihl MS271
Focusing solely on the starting process, this guide explores various methods to get your Stihl MS271
running smoothly in different conditions. Whether you’re working in cold weather or after long storage,
this book provides solutions to common starting challenges.

5. Stihl MS271 Chainsaw Maintenance and Starting Guide
This book combines detailed maintenance instructions with starting procedures specific to the Stihl MS271.
It explains how to keep your chainsaw in top condition, from chain tensioning to air filter cleaning,
ensuring reliable starts every time.

6. Quick Start: Stihl MS271 Chainsaw Essentials
Designed for users who need fast, concise instructions, this quick-start guide covers the fundamental steps
to start and operate the Stihl MS271 safely. It includes illustrations and checklists that help streamline the
preparation and starting process.

7. Professional Chainsaw Operation: Stihl MS271 Starting and Safety
Targeted at professionals and serious hobbyists, this book delves into advanced starting techniques and



safety measures for the Stihl MS271 chainsaw. It highlights proper handling, startup diagnostics, and
emergency procedures to enhance user confidence and safety.

8. Stihl MS271 Troubleshooting and Starting Solutions
This manual addresses common starting problems and their fixes for the Stihl MS271. It guides users
through diagnosing issues like engine flooding, spark problems, and fuel system faults, offering practical
solutions to get the chainsaw started quickly.

9. The Ultimate Guide to Using Your Stihl MS271 Chainsaw
Covering everything from unboxing to first start and regular use, this ultimate guide is perfect for new
owners of the Stihl MS271. It offers detailed starting instructions, maintenance schedules, and tips for
maximizing the chainsaw’s performance and lifespan.
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