story of the nativity for children

Story of the Nativity for Children is a cherished tale that captures the
magic of Christmas and the birth of Jesus Christ. This story, filled with
love, hope, and joy, is often shared with children to teach them about the
true meaning of Christmas. In this article, we will explore the nativity
story in a way that is engaging and easy for children to understand, while
preserving the essence of this significant event in Christian tradition.

The Birth of Jesus: A Special Night

The nativity story begins over 2,000 years ago in a small town called
Bethlehem. Mary and Joseph, a young couple, were traveling to Bethlehem
because they needed to register for a census. This journey was long and
challenging, especially since Mary was expecting a baby.

Mary and Joseph’s Journey

- Traveling to Bethlehem: Mary and Joseph traveled from their home in
Nazareth to Bethlehem, which was about 70 miles away. They had to walk, and
Mary rode on a donkey.

- Finding a Place to Stay: When they arrived in Bethlehem, they discovered
that the town was very crowded because many people had come there for the
census. They searched for a place to stay, but all the inns were full.

The Birth of Jesus

Finally, Mary and Joseph found a stable where animals were kept. It was
there, in this humble setting, that Jesus was born. Mary wrapped him in
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, which is a feeding trough for
animals. This moment was special, as it marked the arrival of the Savior.

The Announcement of Jesus' Birth

That night, as Mary and Joseph were resting in the stable, something
miraculous happened. Angels appeared in the sky to announce the birth of
Jesus.



The Shepherds' Experience

In the fields nearby, there were shepherds watching over their flocks.
Suddenly, an angel appeared to them, bringing a message of great joy:

- Fear Not: The angel told the shepherds not to be afraid because he brought
them good news.

- The Savior is Born: The angel proclaimed that the Savior, Christ the Lord,
had been born in Bethlehem.

- A Sign to Follow: The shepherds were given a sign: they would find the baby
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.

Shepherds’ Visit to the Stable

Filled with excitement, the shepherds hurried to Bethlehem to see the baby
Jesus. When they arrived, they found Mary and Joseph, just as the angel had
said. They rejoiced and praised God for what they had seen and heard.

Visitors from Afar: The Wise Men

While the shepherds were the first to visit Jesus, they were not the only
ones who came to see him. Far away in the East, wise men, also known as magi,
noticed a bright star shining in the sky. They knew this star signified the
birth of a great king.

The Journey of the Wise Men

- Following the Star: The wise men followed the star for many days, traveling
long distances to find the newborn king.

- Gifts for the King: They brought with them three precious gifts: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. Each gift held special meaning:

- Gold: Represented Jesus’ kingship.

- Frankincense: Symbolized his divinity and was used in worship.

- Myrrh: Represented his humanity and foreshadowed his suffering.

Meeting Herod

Before reaching Bethlehem, the wise men stopped in Jerusalem to ask King
Herod where they could find the new king. Herod was troubled by the news and
asked them to return after finding the child, intending to harm Jesus.
However, the wise men were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, so they
took a different route home after visiting Jesus.



The Significance of the Nativity Story

The story of the nativity is not just a historical account; it carries
profound lessons and messages for children and adults alike. Here are some
key takeaways:

Love and Kindness: The nativity story emphasizes the importance of love,
as shown by Mary and Joseph’s care for their child.

Humility: Jesus was born in a stable, teaching us that greatness can
come from humble beginnings.

Joy and Hope: The angels’ message brought joy to the shepherds and
signifies the hope that Jesus brings to the world.

Faith: The shepherds and wise men had faith that led them to seek out
Jesus, showing us the importance of following our beliefs.

Sharing the Nativity Story with Children

Telling the nativity story to children can be a delightful experience. Here
are some tips on how to share this beautiful tale effectively:

Engaging Storytelling Techniques

1. Use Simple Language: Make sure to use words and phrases that children can
easily understand.

2. Incorporate Visuals: Use illustrations, nativity sets, or even puppets to
bring the story to life.

3. Interactive Activities: Involve children in activities such as drawing
scenes from the story, reenacting the events, or singing Christmas carols.
4. Ask Questions: Engage children by asking questions about the story and
what they think it means.

Celebrate the Nativity Together

- Create a Nativity Scene: Encourage children to help create a nativity scene
at home, using figures or crafts.

- Attend a Christmas Service: Participate in church services or community
events that celebrate the nativity, allowing children to experience the story
in a communal setting.



- Read Books: There are many children’s books available that tell the
nativity story in a fun and engaging way.

Conclusion

The story of the nativity for children is a timeless tale that continues to
inspire and teach valuable lessons. By sharing this story with young ones, we
help them understand the significance of Christmas and the love that
surrounds the birth of Jesus. As we celebrate this season, let us remember
the joy, hope, and humility that the nativity story brings to our hearts and
lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Nativity story about?

The Nativity story tells the birth of Jesus Christ, highlighting the journey
of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born in a stable.

Who are the main characters in the Nativity story?

The main characters include Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, the angels, the
shepherds, and the Wise Men.

Why did Mary and Joseph go to Bethlehem?

Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem because a census was called, and they
needed to register in Joseph's hometown.

What does the term 'Nativity' mean?

The term 'Nativity' refers to the process of being born, specifically the
birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.

What gifts did the Wise Men bring to Baby Jesus?

The Wise Men brought three gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

How did the shepherds learn about Jesus's birth?

The shepherds were visited by angels who announced the birth of Jesus and
told them to find him in a manger.



How can we celebrate the Nativity story during
Christmas?

We can celebrate the Nativity story by setting up a nativity scene, reading
the story together, singing Christmas carols, and participating in community
events.
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