story of the world susan wise bauer

The Story of the World by Susan Wise Bauer is a captivating series that takes readers on an
enlightening journey through history, catering primarily to children and families. This ambitious
endeavor was created to provide a narrative history that is both engaging and educational. Susan
Wise Bauer, an accomplished historian and author, has made it her mission to present the
complexities of world history in a format that is accessible and enjoyable. The series spans from
ancient times to the modern era, making it a valuable resource for homeschooling families,
educators, and anyone with an interest in historical narratives.

Overview of the Series

The Story of the World is divided into four volumes, each focusing on different periods in history.
The series is designed to provide a continuous narrative that connects events across different
cultures and eras. Here’s a breakdown of the four volumes:

Volume I: Ancient Times

- Covers the period from the creation of the world to the fall of Rome.

- Includes stories of ancient civilizations such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and China.
- Emphasizes the interconnectedness of various cultures and their contributions to human
development.

Volume II: The Middle Ages

- Discusses the time from the fall of Rome to the Renaissance.

- Highlights significant events such as the rise of the Byzantine Empire, the spread of Islam, and the
Viking explorations.

- Examines the impact of feudalism and the Crusades on European society.

Volume III: Early Modern Times

- Focuses on the period from the Renaissance to the Age of Revolution.

- Explores the emergence of new ideas, the age of exploration, and the beginning of global trade.
- Discusses the significance of events such as the Protestant Reformation and the Scientific
Revolution.

Volume IV: The Modern Age

- Covers the history from the American Revolution to the present day.
- Addresses major developments such as the Industrial Revolution, World Wars, and the Cold War.
- Reflects on the changes in society, technology, and political thought.



Educational Approach

One of the standout features of The Story of the World series is its narrative style. Bauer employs
storytelling techniques to bring historical events and figures to life. This approach allows readers to
engage with history on a personal level, making it easier to remember and understand complex
concepts.

Key Educational Features

- Chronological Structure: The series is organized chronologically, helping readers understand the
sequence of events and their connections.

- Engaging Narratives: Each chapter begins with a compelling story, often featuring a historical
figure, which captures the reader’s attention and stimulates interest.

- Discussion Questions: At the end of each chapter, Bauer includes questions that encourage critical
thinking and discussion, making it an excellent resource for homeschooling.

- Activities and Projects: Suggested activities and projects accompany each chapter, allowing
readers to explore topics more deeply through hands-on learning.

Target Audience

The Story of the World is primarily aimed at children, but its engaging narrative and rich content
make it suitable for a broader audience. It is particularly popular among:

- Homeschooling Families: Parents appreciate the structured yet flexible format that allows them to
integrate history into their curriculums.

- Classrooms: Teachers can utilize the series as a supplementary resource to enhance their history
lessons.

- General Readers: Anyone with an interest in history will find the books enjoyable and informative.

The Author: Susan Wise Bauer

Susan Wise Bauer is not only the author of The Story of the World but also a prominent figure in the
field of education and history. With a background in both literature and history, Bauer has a unique
perspective that informs her writing.

Background and Influences

- Education: Bauer received her degree in history and later earned a master’s degree in literature,
combining these fields to create a narrative style that is both informative and entertaining.

- Homeschooling Advocate: As a mother and educator, she has been an advocate for homeschooling
and has written extensively on the subject.



Reception and Impact

Since its release, The Story of the World series has received positive feedback from both parents and
educators. Its approach to teaching history has influenced many homeschooling families and
classroom teachers.

Critical Acclaim

- Accessibility: Reviewers often highlight the series’ ability to present complex ideas in a way that is
easy for children to understand.

- Engagement: The storytelling format keeps readers engaged, making history feel relevant and
alive.

- Comprehensive Coverage: The series covers a wide range of topics and cultures, promoting a
global understanding of history.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its popularity, some educators have raised concerns about certain aspects of the series:

- Simplification of History: Critics argue that the narrative approach may oversimplify complex
historical events.

- Cultural Perspectives: Some readers feel that the series could provide more diverse viewpoints on
historical events.

Supplementary Materials

To enhance the educational experience, Bauer has developed supplementary materials that
accompany The Story of the World series. These include:

- Activity Books: Designed to provide hands-on learning experiences, these books include projects,
crafts, and games.

- Audiobooks: For auditory learners, the series is available in audiobook format, allowing families to
listen together.

- Teacher Guides: These guides offer lesson plans and additional resources for educators using the
series in a classroom setting.

Conclusion

The Story of the World by Susan Wise Bauer stands as a remarkable contribution to the field of
historical education. By weaving together engaging narratives with educational content, Bauer has
created a series that not only informs but also inspires curiosity about the past. Its widespread use
among homeschooling families and educators speaks to its effectiveness as a teaching tool. As
readers journey through the pages of this series, they are not just learning about history; they are
discovering the stories that shape our world. This approach ensures that history is not merely a
collection of dates and facts, but a rich tapestry of human experience that resonates through time.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Story of the World' series by Susan Wise Bauer
about?

The series is a four-volume history curriculum designed for children, covering the history of the
world from ancient times to the modern era in a narrative format.

What age group is 'The Story of the World' intended for?

‘The Story of the World' is primarily aimed at children ages 4 to 12, making it suitable for
homeschoolers and classroom use.

How does Susan Wise Bauer approach storytelling in her
history series?

Bauer uses a narrative style that incorporates engaging stories and characters, making historical
events relatable and easier for children to understand.

What are the main themes explored in 'The Story of the
World'?

The main themes include the rise and fall of civilizations, cultural exchanges, and the
interconnectedness of global history through different time periods.

What supplemental materials are available for 'The Story of
the World'?

Supplemental materials include activity books, study guides, and audiobooks that enrich the
learning experience and provide interactive elements.

How is 'The Story of the World' series received by educators
and parents?

The series is widely praised for its engaging writing style and comprehensive coverage of world
history, making it a popular choice among educators and homeschooling parents.

What distinguishes 'The Story of the World' from other history
textbooks?

Unlike traditional textbooks, 'The Story of the World' emphasizes storytelling and narrative, aiming
to capture children's imagination and interest in history.



Has 'The Story of the World' been adapted into other formats?

Yes, the series has been adapted into audiobooks and is often used in various educational settings,
including co-ops and online learning environments.
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