
story of the world volume 2
Story of the World Volume 2 is an engaging and comprehensive exploration of historical
narratives designed for young learners. Authored by Susan Wise Bauer, this volume
continues the journey through history, picking up from where Volume 1 left off. Aimed
primarily at children aged 9 to 12, it presents the history of the world in a captivating
manner, blending factual information with storytelling to make the past accessible and
exciting for a younger audience.

This article delves into the contents, themes, educational approach, and overall significance
of Story of the World Volume 2, highlighting how it enriches the understanding of history for
its readers.

Overview of Story of the World Volume 2

Story of the World Volume 2 is subtitled "The Middle Ages: From the Fall of Rome to the
Rise of the Renaissance." It encompasses various historical events and figures from
approximately 500 AD to 1500 AD, a period marked by significant developments across
various civilizations. The volume is structured into chapters that detail different regions and
cultures, illustrating how they interconnect and influence one another.

Structure and Content

The volume is divided into 42 chapters, each focusing on a specific topic or event. Here’s
an overview of what readers can expect:

1. Chronological Approach: The chapters follow a chronological timeline, allowing readers to
see the progression of history.
2. Thematic Exploration: Themes such as migration, warfare, trade, and cultural exchange
are prevalent throughout the text.
3. Diverse Perspectives: The book does an excellent job of representing various cultures,
including:
- European kingdoms
- Islamic empires
- Asian dynasties
- Indigenous peoples of the Americas
4. Illustrations and Maps: Each chapter is accompanied by illustrations, maps, and timelines
to help visualize historical contexts.

Major Topics Covered

Some key topics explored in Story of the World Volume 2 include:

- The Fall of Rome: Understanding the significant events leading to the collapse of the



Western Roman Empire and its impact on Europe.
- The Rise of the Byzantine Empire: Exploration of the Eastern Roman Empire's resilience
and its contributions to art, culture, and governance.
- The Age of Islam: The emergence of Islam in the 7th century and its rapid expansion
across continents.
- Feudalism: The development of feudal systems in Europe, including the roles of lords,
vassals, and serfs.
- The Crusades: An overview of the religious wars and their effects on Christian and Muslim
relations.
- The Renaissance: The transition from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance, highlighting the
cultural rebirth in Europe.

Educational Approach

Story of the World Volume 2 employs a unique educational methodology that combines
storytelling with historical facts. This approach enhances comprehension and retention,
making history feel alive and relevant.

Engaging Narrative Style

Susan Wise Bauer's narrative style is immersive, often incorporating anecdotes, legends,
and notable historical figures. This storytelling aspect creates a vivid picture of the past,
allowing readers to envision historical events as dynamic and unfolding rather than static
and distant.

Supplementary Materials

To enhance the learning experience, Story of the World Volume 2 provides various
supplementary materials:

- Activity Books: These books include worksheets, maps, and discussion questions to
reinforce the content.
- Audiobooks: Available for auditory learners, these recordings bring the text to life through
engaging narration.
- Answer Keys: For parents and educators, answer keys are provided for exercises, making
it easier to facilitate discussions and assessments.

Benefits of Reading Story of the World Volume 2

There are numerous benefits to incorporating Story of the World Volume 2 into a child's
education:

- Fosters a Love for History: By presenting history as a series of captivating stories, children



are more likely to develop an interest in the subject.
- Critical Thinking Skills: The narrative encourages readers to think critically about historical
events and their implications.
- Cultural Awareness: Exposure to diverse cultures promotes understanding and empathy,
essential qualities in today’s global society.
- Encourages Discussion: The topics prompt family discussions about history, ethics, and
human nature, fostering deeper connections.

Incorporating into Homeschooling and Classrooms

For homeschooling families and educators, Story of the World Volume 2 offers a flexible tool
for teaching history. Here are some suggestions for incorporation:

1. Thematic Units: Create units based on the major themes presented in the book,
integrating arts, crafts, and projects related to each chapter.
2. Field Trips: Plan visits to museums, historical sites, or reenactments that correspond with
the chapters being studied.
3. Group Discussions: Encourage students to share their thoughts and reflections on the
stories, fostering a collaborative learning environment.

Conclusion

Story of the World Volume 2 serves as a remarkable resource for young learners, guiding
them through the complexities of the Middle Ages with engaging narratives and rich
illustrations. Its thoughtful structure and educational approach make it a cornerstone of
history education for children. By nurturing a love for history and cultural understanding,
this volume not only educates but also inspires the next generation to appreciate the
tapestry of human experience.

In an era where historical literacy is increasingly important, Story of the World Volume 2
stands out as an essential tool for parents and educators alike, ensuring that the stories of
our past continue to resonate with future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Story of the World Volume
2'?
The main focus is on the history of the world from the Renaissance to the modern age,
covering significant events, cultures, and figures from around the globe.

Who is the author of 'Story of the World Volume 2'?
The author is Susan Wise Bauer, who is known for her engaging writing style and ability to



make history accessible to children and families.

What age group is 'Story of the World Volume 2'
intended for?
It is primarily aimed at children ages 8 to 12, but it can also be enjoyed by older readers
and adults interested in a narrative approach to history.

Does 'Story of the World Volume 2' include activities or
lesson plans?
Yes, the book is often accompanied by a curriculum guide that includes activities,
discussion questions, and additional resources to enhance learning.

How does 'Story of the World Volume 2' differ from
Volume 1?
While Volume 1 covers ancient times to the fall of Rome, Volume 2 specifically addresses
events from the Renaissance through the age of exploration and colonialism.

What themes are explored in 'Story of the World
Volume 2'?
Themes include the rise and fall of empires, cultural exchanges, the impact of exploration,
and the development of modern societies and governments.

Is 'Story of the World Volume 2' suitable for
homeschooling?
Absolutely, it is widely used in homeschooling environments due to its engaging narrative
style and the accompanying teaching resources that facilitate structured learning.
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