story retell goals speech therapy

Story retell goals speech therapy are essential components of language development, particularly
for children who may experience challenges in communication. When children retell stories, they not
only practice their speech and language skills but also enhance their comprehension, sequencing
abilities, and overall narrative skills. This article explores the importance of story retelling in speech
therapy, effective goals for therapy sessions, and strategies for parents and therapists to implement.

Understanding Story Retell in Speech Therapy

Story retelling involves a child narrating a story they have heard, often with the aid of visual prompts
or text. This process encourages the use of language in a structured manner, allowing children to
express their thoughts and ideas clearly. In speech therapy, story retelling serves multiple purposes:

e Enhances Comprehension: By retelling stories, children demonstrate their understanding of
the narrative, characters, and main ideas.

e Improves Vocabulary: Story retelling exposes children to diverse vocabulary, which they can
incorporate into their own speech.

e Encourages Sequencing: Children learn to organize events in a logical order, which is crucial
for effective communication.

e Boosts Confidence: Successfully retelling a story can bolster a child's confidence in their
speaking abilities.

Setting Story Retell Goals in Speech Therapy

When developing story retell goals in speech therapy, it's important to consider the individual needs
of the child. Goals should be specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound (SMART).
Below are some common goals that therapists may set for their clients:

1. Comprehension Goals

- Goal: The child will identify the main idea of a story with 80% accuracy.
- Goal: The child will answer comprehension questions related to the story with 90% accuracy.



2. Sequencing Goals

- Goal: The child will retell a story using at least three sequential events in the correct order.
- Goal: The child will use transition words (first, next, finally) to organize their retelling.

3. Vocabulary and Language Goals

- Goal: The child will incorporate five new vocabulary words from the story into their retelling.
- Goal: The child will use complete sentences with appropriate grammar during the retell.

4. Fluency and Clarity Goals

- Goal: The child will retell the story while maintaining a clear and coherent flow, with minimal
hesitations.
- Goal: The child will retell a story in under five minutes, demonstrating clear articulation.

Strategies for Effective Story Retelling in Therapy

To achieve these goals, therapists can employ various strategies to facilitate effective story retelling.
Here are some practical methods:

1. Use Visual Aids

Visual aids such as picture books, story maps, and graphic organizers can help children recall
important elements of the story. These tools provide visual prompts that can stimulate memory and
enhance narrative structure.

2. Model Retelling Techniques

Therapists can demonstrate how to retell a story effectively. By modeling the process, children can
observe the use of appropriate vocabulary, sequencing, and expression. This modeling can also
include demonstrating how to use transition words and phrases.

3. Encourage Repeated Practice

Repetition is key in learning. Encourage children to retell the same story multiple times, gradually
increasing the complexity of their retelling. This practice can help reinforce their understanding and
improve their confidence.



4. Incorporate Technology

Utilizing technology, such as storytelling apps or recording devices, can make the process engaging.
Children may feel more motivated to retell stories when using interactive tools, and they can listen to
their recordings to self-evaluate and improve.

5. Foster a Supportive Environment

Create a safe and encouraging atmosphere where children feel comfortable expressing themselves.
Positive reinforcement and constructive feedback can boost their confidence and motivation to
participate actively in retelling stories.

Involving Parents in the Story Retell Process

Parents play a crucial role in supporting their child's speech therapy goals. Here are some ways they
can be involved in the story retell process:

1. Reading Together

Encourage parents to read books with their children regularly. Discuss the story elements, ask
questions, and prompt the child to retell the story in their own words to reinforce the skills learned in
therapy.

2. Home Practice

Parents can help create a routine for story retelling practice at home. Setting aside specific times for
practice can help children feel more comfortable and prepared when retelling stories.

3. Use Everyday Opportunities

Parents can incorporate storytelling into everyday life. For example, they can ask their child to
describe what happened during a family outing or to narrate a favorite movie scene. This informal
practice can enhance their skills without the pressure of a formal setting.

4. Celebrate Progress

Recognizing and celebrating small achievements can encourage continued effort. Parents should
praise their child's attempts at retelling stories, regardless of the outcome, to foster a positive
attitude towards learning.



Measuring Progress in Story Retell Goals

Tracking progress is vital for both therapists and parents. Here are some methods to measure
advancements in story retell skills:

1. Regular Assessments

Conduct regular assessments to evaluate the child’s performance concerning their goals. This could
include scoring rubrics that assess comprehension, vocabulary use, and fluency.

2. Recording Sessions

Record storytelling sessions to analyze improvements over time. Listening to earlier recordings can
help identify areas of growth and areas needing further attention.

3. Parent and Teacher Feedback

Gather feedback from both parents and teachers regarding the child’s communication skills in
different settings. This feedback can provide a comprehensive view of the child’s progress.

Conclusion

Story retell goals in speech therapy not only target specific language and communication skills
but also foster creativity and confidence in children. By setting clear goals, utilizing effective
strategies, and involving parents, therapists can create a supportive framework that enhances
children's storytelling abilities. Through regular practice and positive reinforcement, children can
develop their speech and language skills, paving the way for improved communication in their daily
lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are story retell goals in speech therapy?

Story retell goals in speech therapy focus on improving a child's ability to recall and narrate stories,
enhancing their language skills, comprehension, and memory. These goals typically involve
encouraging the child to retell a story in a structured way, using key elements like characters, setting,
plot, and resolution.



How can story retelling improve language skills in children?

Story retelling can enhance a child's language skills by promoting vocabulary development, sentence
structure, and narrative skills. It allows children to practice using descriptive language and to organize
their thoughts coherently, which are essential for effective communication.

What strategies can therapists use to support story retelling
in sessions?

Therapists can use various strategies such as providing visual aids, using graphic organizers,
modeling retelling techniques, and prompting with questions. Incorporating interactive storytelling
with props or digital media can also engage children and make retelling more enjoyable.

At what age should story retell goals be introduced in
therapy?

Story retell goals can be introduced as early as preschool age, typically around 3 to 4 years old, when
children start to develop narrative skills. However, the complexity of the goals can be adjusted
depending on the child's developmental level and speech-language needs.

How can parents assist with story retell practice at home?

Parents can assist by reading stories aloud and encouraging their children to retell them afterward.
They can ask open-ended questions, provide prompts, and engage in discussions about the story's
characters and events to foster narrative skills and comprehension.
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