
storytellers start up finding learning
performing and using folktales including
twelve tellable tales
Storytellers start up finding, learning, performing, and using folktales is an
exciting journey that blends creativity, culture, and community engagement. In a world
increasingly driven by technology, the art of storytelling remains a powerful tool for
connection and expression. Folktales, in particular, hold a unique place in our cultural
heritage, offering insights into the values, beliefs, and traditions of various societies. In
this article, we will explore how aspiring storytellers can find, learn, and perform folktales,
along with twelve tellable tales that can inspire and engage audiences.

Finding Folktales

Finding folktales is the first step for storytellers looking to connect with their audience.
Folktales can be sourced from various platforms and mediums, each offering a unique
perspective on storytelling.

1. Libraries and Archives
Libraries often house collections of folktales from different cultures. Visiting your local
library can provide access to valuable resources.

2. Online Databases and Websites
The internet is a treasure trove of folktales. Websites like Project Gutenberg, Storynory,
and the American Folklife Center provide a wealth of stories.

3. Cultural Events and Festivals
Attending cultural festivals can expose you to live storytelling performances and
workshops. Engaging with the community can lead to discovering local folktales.

4. Interviews with Elders
Elders in your community may have a wealth of stories passed down through generations.
Conducting interviews can help preserve these tales.



5. Storytelling Groups and Workshops
Joining storytelling groups allows you to learn from experienced storytellers and discover
new tales.

Learning Folktales

Once you have found folktales, the next step is to learn them effectively. Understanding
the nuances of storytelling is crucial for delivering engaging performances.

1. Read and Analyze
Start by reading various versions of the folktale. Analyze the characters, themes, and
cultural context. This will help you grasp the core message and emotional resonance of the
story.

2. Memorization Techniques
Use mnemonic devices, visualization, and repetition to memorize the tale. Breaking the
story into segments can also make it easier to remember.

3. Understand the Audience
Tailor the folktale to resonate with your audience. Consider their age, cultural
background, and interests to make the story relatable.

4. Practice Performance Skills
Storytelling is not just about the words; it’s also about delivery. Practice your voice
modulation, facial expressions, and body language to enhance the storytelling experience.

Performing Folktales

Performing folktales requires a blend of skill, confidence, and passion. Here are some tips
for an effective performance:

1. Set the Scene
Creating an engaging atmosphere can enhance the storytelling experience. Use props,
costumes, or visuals to set the mood.



2. Use Voice and Tone
Vary your voice and tone to reflect different characters and emotions. This will captivate
your audience and bring the story to life.

3. Engage the Audience
Involve your audience by asking questions or encouraging participation. This interaction
can make the performance more memorable.

4. Be Authentic
Let your personality shine through. Authenticity connects you with your audience and
makes your storytelling more relatable.

Using Folktales in Different Contexts

Folktales can be adapted and used in various contexts beyond traditional storytelling
sessions. Here are some innovative ways to incorporate folktales into different settings:

1. Educational Settings
Folktales can be powerful teaching tools in classrooms. They can be used to teach moral
lessons, cultural diversity, and language skills.

2. Therapy and Healing
Storytelling can be therapeutic. Folktales can help individuals process emotions and
experiences, making them useful in therapeutic settings.

3. Community Building
Organizing storytelling events can strengthen community bonds. Sharing folktales fosters
understanding and appreciation for diverse cultures.

4. Digital Storytelling
Incorporate modern technology by creating videos, podcasts, or blogs focused on folktales.
This can reach a wider audience and preserve stories for future generations.



Twelve Tellable Tales

Here are twelve folktales that are particularly engaging and suitable for storytelling:

The Tortoise and the Hare - A classic fable that teaches the value of perseverance1.
over arrogance.

Jack and the Beanstalk - A tale of adventure and bravery, perfect for sparking2.
imagination.

The Three Little Pigs - This story emphasizes the importance of hard work and3.
preparation.

Little Red Riding Hood - A cautionary tale that explores themes of trust and4.
danger.

Beauty and the Beast - A romantic story that delves into the themes of inner beauty5.
and redemption.

The Boy Who Cried Wolf - A story about honesty and the consequences of deceit.6.

Cinderella - A tale of hope, resilience, and the power of kindness.7.

The Gingerbread Man - An entertaining story that highlights the consequences of8.
greed.

The Ugly Duckling - This tale conveys a powerful message about self-acceptance9.
and transformation.

The Lion and the Mouse - A story that teaches the value of kindness and10.
unexpected friendships.

The Magic Porridge Pot - A whimsical tale that explores the balance between11.
abundance and excess.

Aladdin and the Magic Lamp - A captivating story of adventure, magic, and the12.
importance of being true to oneself.

Conclusion

Storytellers start up finding, learning, performing, and using folktales can embark
on a rewarding journey that enriches both the teller and the audience. By exploring
various sources for folktales, learning the nuances of storytelling, and adapting tales for
different contexts, storytellers can keep the art of storytelling alive. The twelve tellable
tales mentioned above serve as a foundation for aspiring storytellers to develop their skills



and engage their communities. As you delve into the world of folktales, remember that
every story has the potential to inspire, teach, and connect people across generations and
cultures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective strategies for storytellers to
find folktales for their performances?
Storytellers can explore local libraries, online databases, cultural heritage websites, and
community centers to discover folktales. Engaging with elders in the community and
attending cultural festivals can also provide rich sources of authentic stories.

How can storytellers learn to effectively perform
folktales?
Storytellers can enhance their performance skills through workshops, online courses, and
practice. Joining storytelling circles or groups can provide constructive feedback and
opportunities to perform in front of an audience, helping to refine their style.

What role do folktales play in connecting with diverse
audiences?
Folktales often reflect universal themes and values, making them relatable to diverse
audiences. By sharing stories from various cultures, storytellers can foster empathy,
understanding, and appreciation for different perspectives, thereby building community
connections.

What are 'twelve tellable tales' and why are they
important for storytellers?
'Twelve tellable tales' refer to a curated selection of engaging and easily memorable
stories that are ideal for performance. They are important because they provide
storytellers with a foundation of narratives that can captivate audiences and showcase the
art of storytelling.

How can storytellers incorporate lessons from folktales
into modern contexts?
Storytellers can draw parallels between the morals and themes of folktales and
contemporary issues, making the stories relevant to today's audience. This can involve
adapting the tale's message to address current social challenges or using modern
language and settings while maintaining the core narrative.
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