
storytown the cricket in times square
Storytown the Cricket in Times Square is a delightful children's book by
George Selden that has captivated young readers since its publication in
1960. The tale revolves around a charming little cricket named Chester who
finds himself in the bustling environment of Times Square, New York City.
This story not only highlights the adventures of Chester and his friends but
also paints a vivid picture of the city's vibrancy and the power of
friendship.

Overview of the Story

Storytown the Cricket in Times Square follows Chester, a cricket who hails
from a quiet countryside. His journey begins when he accidentally travels in
a picnic basket to New York City. Once there, Chester is faced with the
challenges of urban life but quickly finds companionship and support in a
group of unique characters.

Main Characters

1. Chester: The protagonist cricket who is curious and optimistic despite his
unfamiliar surroundings. His love for music and determination to adapt to
city life are central to the story.

2. Tucker: A streetwise mouse who becomes Chester's first friend in the city.
He provides Chester with guidance on navigating the urban landscape.

3. Harry: A somewhat gruff but kind-hearted cat who initially poses a threat
to Chester but ultimately becomes an ally.

4. Miriam: A young girl who shares a special bond with Chester and
appreciates his musical talents.

Setting

The backdrop of Storytown the Cricket in Times Square is one of the most
iconic locations in the world. Times Square is characterized by its bright
lights, bustling crowds, and the sounds of city life. The contrast between
Chester's rural origins and the fast-paced urban environment serves as a
catalyst for the story's conflict and resolution.



Thematic Elements

Storytown the Cricket in Times Square explores several important themes that
resonate with both children and adults alike.

Friendship

The story emphasizes the importance of friendship in overcoming challenges.
Chester’s interactions with Tucker, Harry, and Miriam illustrate how diverse
friendships can enrich one’s life and help navigate unfamiliar situations.
Their camaraderie showcases the idea that true friendship transcends
differences.

Adaptation and Change

Chester’s journey reflects the need for adaptation in the face of change. As
he learns to navigate the complexities of city life, readers witness his
growth and resilience. This theme encourages young readers to embrace new
experiences and adapt to changes in their own lives.

Music and Art

Chester’s love for music serves as a central motif throughout the narrative.
His ability to play beautiful melodies not only captivates the characters
around him but also symbolizes the universal language of art that can connect
people from different walks of life. This theme reinforces the idea that
creativity and self-expression can bridge cultural divides.

Plot Summary

The plot of Storytown the Cricket in Times Square is engaging and full of
delightful twists and turns.

Chester's Arrival in New York City

Chester’s adventure begins when he unintentionally finds himself in a picnic
basket heading to Times Square. The moment he steps out of the basket, he is
overwhelmed by the sights and sounds of the city. The initial awe quickly
turns to concern as he realizes he is far from home and alone.



Meeting New Friends

As Chester begins to explore his new environment, he encounters Tucker, the
street-smart mouse who is keen to show him the ropes of city living. Tucker
introduces Chester to the bustling lifestyle of Times Square and helps him
find food and shelter. Their friendship blossoms despite their differences,
creating a delightful bond that drives much of the story.

New Challenges

Chester’s adventures take a turn when he encounters Harry, the local cat.
Initially, there is tension between Chester and Harry, as cats are
instinctively predators of mice and crickets. However, as the plot unfolds,
Chester’s charm and musical talent begin to win over Harry, illustrating the
transformative power of kindness and understanding.

The Climactic Concert

One of the pivotal moments in the book is the concert that Chester organizes.
He uses his musical abilities to bring the community together, showcasing the
power of art to unite. This event serves as a climax in the story, where
friendships are solidified, and the characters confront their fears and
differences.

Resolution and Returning Home

As the story reaches its conclusion, Chester must decide whether to return to
the countryside or stay in the city. The friendships he has formed and the
experiences he has gained play a crucial role in his decision-making process.
Ultimately, Chester learns that home is not just a place; it is where friends
and love reside.

Literary Style and Illustrations

Storytown the Cricket in Times Square is renowned for its engaging narrative
style and vivid descriptions. Selden's writing captures both the charm of
Chester and the vibrancy of Times Square, allowing readers to visualize the
bustling streets and colorful characters.



Illustrations

The original illustrations by Garth Williams add another layer of charm to
the story. His detailed artwork complements Selden's prose, bringing the
characters and setting to life. The illustrations serve as a visual feast for
young readers, enhancing their engagement with the story.

Impact and Legacy

Since its publication, Storytown the Cricket in Times Square has left a
lasting impact on children's literature. It has been used in various
educational settings to teach themes of friendship, adaptability, and the
importance of the arts.

Adaptations

The book has inspired adaptations, including stage performances and
audiobooks, which have helped introduce Chester’s story to new generations.
These adaptations maintain the core themes of the original narrative while
exploring the story in different formats.

Educational Value

Educators often use Storytown the Cricket in Times Square to discuss literary
themes, character development, and narrative structure. The book’s
exploration of friendship and adaptability also provides a platform for
discussing emotional intelligence and social skills in children.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Storytown the Cricket in Times Square is more than just a
charming tale of a cricket navigating the urban landscape; it is a story rich
with themes of friendship, adaptation, and the transformative power of music.
George Selden's timeless narrative, paired with Garth Williams' delightful
illustrations, continues to resonate with readers young and old. As children
dive into Chester's adventures, they learn valuable lessons about resilience,
creativity, and the importance of connection. This classic remains a beloved
addition to children's literature, inviting readers to explore the magic
found in both the quiet countryside and the bustling streets of New York
City.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Cricket in Times
Square'?
The main theme of 'The Cricket in Times Square' revolves around friendship,
adaptation, and the significance of home, as it follows the adventures of a
cricket named Chester who finds himself in the bustling environment of New
York City.

Who are the main characters in 'The Cricket in Times
Square'?
The main characters include Chester the Cricket, Tucker the Mouse, and Harry
Cat, along with the human characters, Mario and his parents, who run a
newsstand in Times Square.

How does Chester the Cricket end up in Times Square?
Chester the Cricket ends up in Times Square after he accidentally gets packed
in a picnic basket and is taken from his home in Connecticut to New York
City.

What significant role does music play in the story?
Music plays a significant role in the story as Chester's beautiful cricket
song captivates the city dwellers, bringing joy and helping him form
friendships with the other characters.

What challenges do the characters face in 'The
Cricket in Times Square'?
The characters face various challenges such as the dangers of city life, the
struggle for survival, and the need to find a sense of belonging in a new and
unfamiliar environment.

What can readers learn from 'The Cricket in Times
Square'?
Readers can learn about the importance of friendship, resilience in the face
of adversity, and the value of being true to oneself, along with appreciating
different cultures and lifestyles.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The



Cricket in Times Square'?
The setting of Times Square is significant as it represents the vibrancy and
chaos of city life, contrasting with Chester's peaceful countryside home,
highlighting themes of adaptation and the clash between nature and urban
life.

How does 'The Cricket in Times Square' address the
concept of home?
The book addresses the concept of home by exploring how characters find
comfort and belonging in unexpected places, emphasizing that home is not just
a physical location but also where friends and loved ones are.
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