strange angels by lili st crow

Strange Angels by Lili St. Crow is a captivating entry in the young adult urban fantasy genre that
combines elements of supernatural intrigue, coming-of-age struggles, and rich character
development. This enthralling story follows the life of a teenage girl named Dru Anderson, who
navigates a world filled with vampires, werewolves, and other supernatural beings while grappling
with her own identity and the loss of her loved ones. In this article, we will delve into the plot,
character analysis, themes, and the reasons why "Strange Angels" has captured the hearts of
readers.

Overview of Strange Angels

"Strange Angels," the first book in Lili St. Crow's series, was published in 2009 and quickly gained
popularity among young adult readers. The story is set in a modern world where supernatural
creatures exist alongside humans, but few are aware of the hidden dangers that lurk in the shadows.
Dru Anderson, the protagonist, is not your typical teenage girl; she has been trained by her father to
fight against these supernatural threats, making her a unique character in the landscape of YA
literature.

Plot Summary

The plot of "Strange Angels" is both engaging and fast-paced, drawing readers into Dru's precarious
world. After the sudden death of her father, Dru finds herself alone and vulnerable, thrust into the
chaos of a supernatural underworld. Here’s a brief overview of the key plot points:

1. Dru's Awakening: After the death of her father, Dru discovers that the world she thought she
knew is filled with hidden dangers.

2. The Arrival of Graves: Dru meets a mysterious boy named Graves who becomes her ally in
navigating the treacherous landscape of the supernatural.

3. Confronting the Past: As Dru delves deeper into the world of vampires and other creatures,
she must confront her fears and the truth about her father's death.

4. Struggles for Survival: The story escalates as Dru and Graves face various supernatural
threats, including a powerful vampire who is determined to eliminate them.

5. Finding Strength: Throughout her journey, Dru learns about her own strengths and abilities,
shaping her into a formidable character.



Character Analysis

One of the strengths of "Strange Angels" is its well-developed characters. Each character brings a
unique perspective to the story, enhancing the overall narrative.

Dru Anderson

Dru is the heart of the story. As a teenage girl who has lost her father and is now navigating a world
filled with danger, she embodies resilience and determination. Her character arc is compelling as
she transforms from a vulnerable girl into a fierce fighter. Key traits include:

e Bravery: Dru faces her fears head-on, whether confronting supernatural beings or dealing
with her emotional pain.

e Independence: Despite her youth, Dru learns to rely on herself, showcasing her growth
throughout the book.

e Empathy: Dru’s ability to connect with others and understand their struggles makes her
relatable to readers.

Graves

Graves serves as Dru's companion and ally. His character adds depth to the story, providing both
comic relief and emotional support. Key aspects of his character include:

¢ Loyalty: Graves is fiercely loyal to Dru, standing by her side through thick and thin.

e Complexity: He has his own backstory, which unfolds as the series progresses, making him a
multi-dimensional character.

Supporting Characters

The supporting cast, including various supernatural beings and allies, adds richness to the narrative.
Each character contributes to Dru's journey, either as mentors or adversaries.



Themes Explored in Strange Angels

"Strange Angels" touches upon several themes that resonate with readers, making it more than just
a supernatural tale.

Grief and Loss

The theme of grief is central to Dru's journey. Following her father's death, she struggles with her
emotions, showcasing the impact of loss on a young person's life. This theme is relatable to many
readers, particularly teens grappling with their own experiences of loss.

Identity and Self-Discovery

Dru's journey is also one of self-discovery. As she confronts her fears and learns to wield her powers,
she begins to understand her identity and place in the world. This theme of personal growth is
prevalent in young adult literature and resonates strongly with the target audience.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bond between Dru and Graves highlights the importance of friendship and loyalty in overcoming
obstacles. Their relationship adds emotional depth to the story, illustrating how connections can
provide strength in difficult times.

Reception and Impact

Since its publication, "Strange Angels" has garnered a positive response from readers and critics
alike. The book is often praised for its engaging narrative, strong character development, and fresh
take on the urban fantasy genre. Many readers appreciate Lili St. Crow's ability to blend action,
humor, and emotional depth, making the book a well-rounded read.

Why Read Strange Angels?

For those considering picking up "Strange Angels," here are several compelling reasons:

* Engaging Storyline: The fast-paced plot keeps readers hooked from start to finish.

¢ Relatable Characters: Dru's struggles make her a character readers can connect with on a
personal level.



¢ Rich World-Building: Lili St. Crow creates a vivid supernatural world that is both intriguing
and immersive.

e Thought-Provoking Themes: The exploration of grief, identity, and friendship adds depth to
the narrative.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Strange Angels by Lili St. Crow is more than just a supernatural adventure; it is a
poignant exploration of loss, identity, and the power of friendship. With its captivating plot, relatable
characters, and thought-provoking themes, it has solidified its place in the hearts of young adult
readers. Whether you are a fan of urban fantasy or simply looking for a gripping story, "Strange
Angels" is a must-read that will leave you eagerly anticipating the next installment in Dru Anderson's
journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Strange Angels' by Lili St. Crow?

The novel follows the story of a teenage girl named Dru Anderson who discovers she has the ability
to see and combat supernatural creatures after her father is killed by a vampire.

Who are the main characters in 'Strange Angels'?

The main characters include Dru Anderson, a strong-willed teenage girl; Graves, her loyal friend
who has his own secrets; and Ash, a mysterious boy with a dark past.

What themes are explored in 'Strange Angels'?

The book explores themes of identity, friendship, loss, and the struggle between good and evil, as
well as the challenges of growing up in a supernatural world.

Is 'Strange Angels' part of a series?

Yes, 'Strange Angels' is the first book in a series by Lili St. Crow, followed by sequels that continue
Dru's journey.

What makes 'Strange Angels' unique in the young adult urban
fantasy genre?

It combines elements of horror, romance, and action, with a strong female protagonist who is not
just a victim but a fighter, challenging typical tropes in the genre.



How does Dru's character develop throughout ‘Strange
Angels'?

Dru evolves from a grieving girl into a determined fighter who learns to embrace her abilities and
confront her fears, showcasing her growth and resilience.

What supernatural creatures are featured in 'Strange Angels'?

The story features a variety of supernatural creatures, including vampires, ghosts, and other dark
entities that Dru must confront in her journey.

What is the significance of the title '‘Strange Angels'?

The title reflects the dual nature of the characters and the world Dru inhabits, where beings that
may seem angelic can have dark motives and appearances can be deceiving.

What is the target audience for 'Strange Angels'?

The book is primarily targeted towards young adults, particularly those who enjoy urban fantasy and
supernatural themes, but it can appeal to a broader audience as well.
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