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Strategies of the Civil War

The American Civil War (1861-1865) was a pivotal moment in the history of the United States,
marked by a complex tapestry of military strategies that shaped the outcome of the conflict. The war
was fought between the Northern states, known as the Union, and the Southern states, known as the
Confederacy. Each side implemented various strategies that reflected their unique strengths,
weaknesses, and goals. Understanding these strategies provides insight into not only the military
engagements of the war but also the political and social ramifications of the conflict.

The Union's Military Strategies

The Union's military strategies were largely influenced by its greater resources, manpower, and
industrial capabilities. The overarching strategy was to use these advantages to weaken the
Confederacy both militarily and economically.

Anaconda Plan

One of the most significant strategies employed by the Union was the Anaconda Plan, devised by
General Winfield Scott. This strategy aimed to suffocate the Confederate economy and military
through a series of coordinated actions:

1. Blockade: Establishing a naval blockade of Southern ports to prevent the export of cotton and the
import of war supplies.

2. Control of the Mississippi River: Capturing key points along the river to divide the Confederacy in
two and disrupt supply lines.

3. Capture of Key Cities: Targeting major Southern cities like Richmond, Atlanta, and New Orleans
to demoralize the Confederate populace and disrupt their governance.

Total War Strategy

As the war progressed, Union generals, notably William Tecumseh Sherman, adopted a "total war"
strategy that aimed to destroy not just the Confederate army but also the infrastructure and civilian
morale that supported it. Key elements included:

- Destruction of Resources: Targeting farms, railroads, and factories in the South to cripple the
Confederate economy.

- Psychological Warfare: Engaging in campaigns such as Sherman’s March to the Sea, which sought
to break the will of the Southern people by demonstrating the Union's overwhelming power.



