
strategies to teach reading comprehension

strategies to teach reading comprehension are essential tools for educators aiming to improve
students’ ability to understand and interpret texts effectively. Reading comprehension is a critical skill
that influences academic success across all subjects and lifelong learning. This article explores
various evidence-based methods and instructional techniques designed to enhance learners’
comprehension abilities. From fostering active reading habits to employing graphic organizers and
questioning strategies, multiple approaches can be adapted to diverse learning environments.
Additionally, the role of vocabulary development and metacognitive strategies is examined as integral
components of comprehensive reading instruction. Educators, tutors, and literacy coaches will find
practical insights and actionable steps to implement in classrooms or tutoring sessions. The following
sections provide a detailed overview of effective strategies to teach reading comprehension.

Building Background Knowledge and Vocabulary

Implementing Active Reading Strategies

Using Graphic Organizers to Enhance Understanding

Incorporating Questioning Techniques

Promoting Metacognitive Awareness

Integrating Collaborative Learning and Discussion

Building Background Knowledge and Vocabulary

One of the foundational strategies to teach reading comprehension is the development of students’
background knowledge and vocabulary. Background knowledge allows readers to connect new
information with what they already know, facilitating deeper understanding. Vocabulary knowledge is
equally important because unfamiliar words can hinder comprehension and disrupt the flow of
reading.

Activating Prior Knowledge

Activating prior knowledge involves prompting students to recall relevant experiences or information
before encountering a new text. This strategy helps create mental frameworks that make new content
more accessible. Teachers can use pre-reading discussions, brainstorming sessions, or KWL charts
(Know, Want to know, Learned) to activate students’ existing knowledge.



Explicit Vocabulary Instruction

Explicit teaching of vocabulary words, especially domain-specific and high-frequency academic terms,
is crucial for improving comprehension. Strategies include direct explanation of word meanings,
teaching word-learning strategies such as using context clues, and engaging students in activities
that reinforce word use, such as semantic mapping or word walls.

Introduce new vocabulary before reading

Use visuals and examples to clarify meanings

Encourage repeated exposure to target words

Practice word analysis including prefixes, suffixes, and roots

Implementing Active Reading Strategies

Active reading strategies encourage students to engage with text more interactively, promoting
better comprehension. These techniques require readers to think critically, monitor their
understanding, and interact with the text through annotation or summarization.

Predicting and Questioning

Before and during reading, students are encouraged to make predictions about the text’s content and
generate questions. This keeps their minds engaged and directed toward meaningful interaction with
the material. Predicting helps set a purpose for reading, while questioning facilitates deeper inquiry
and reflection.

Summarizing and Paraphrasing

Summarizing helps students distill the main ideas from a text, reinforcing comprehension by putting
information into their own words. Paraphrasing, similarly, requires restating the text in a different way
to ensure understanding. Both strategies support retention and comprehension monitoring.

Using Graphic Organizers to Enhance Understanding

Graphic organizers are visual tools that help students organize information, identify relationships, and
synthesize ideas. They serve as effective scaffolds for complex texts, enabling clearer comprehension



and recall.

Types of Graphic Organizers

Different graphic organizers serve various purposes depending on the reading goals. Common types
include:

Story Maps: Outline key elements such as setting, characters, and plot

Concept Maps: Show relationships among concepts or vocabulary

Cause and Effect Charts: Illustrate causal relationships within the text

Venn Diagrams: Compare and contrast ideas or characters

Implementing Graphic Organizers in Instruction

Teachers can introduce graphic organizers before, during, or after reading to support comprehension.
Modeling how to fill out an organizer and providing guided practice helps students use these tools
effectively. Over time, students develop independence in organizing information to aid understanding.

Incorporating Questioning Techniques

Questioning is a powerful strategy to teach reading comprehension, as it encourages students to
think critically about the text and explore different levels of understanding. Effective questioning
strategies guide learners to analyze, infer, and evaluate content.

Types of Questions

Questions can be categorized based on cognitive demand:

Literal Questions: Focus on explicit information from the text

Inferential Questions: Require students to make inferences beyond the text

Evaluative Questions: Encourage judgment and critical thinking regarding the text



Encouraging Student-Generated Questions

In addition to teacher-led questioning, having students generate their own questions promotes active
engagement and deeper comprehension. Techniques such as the Question-Answer Relationship (QAR)
strategy help students learn to ask and answer questions based on the text and their own thinking.

Promoting Metacognitive Awareness

Metacognition, or thinking about one’s own thinking, is a vital component of reading comprehension.
Teaching students to monitor and regulate their understanding helps them become strategic readers
who can identify when meaning is lost and apply corrective strategies.

Self-Monitoring Strategies

Students can be taught to pause periodically during reading to ask themselves if the text makes
sense. If confusion arises, they can employ strategies such as rereading, looking up unknown words,
or summarizing what they have read to clarify understanding.

Think-Alouds

Modeling metacognitive processes through think-alouds allows students to observe how proficient
readers approach a text. Teachers verbalize their thought processes, such as making predictions,
clarifying meaning, or connecting ideas, thereby demonstrating effective comprehension strategies.

Integrating Collaborative Learning and Discussion

Collaborative learning environments support reading comprehension by allowing students to share
perspectives, clarify misunderstandings, and engage in meaningful dialogue about texts. Discussion
encourages critical thinking and deeper processing of content.

Strategies for Collaborative Reading

Group activities such as literature circles, peer discussions, and reciprocal teaching promote active
participation and knowledge sharing. Reciprocal teaching, in particular, involves students taking turns
leading discussions using summarizing, questioning, clarifying, and predicting strategies.



Benefits of Discussion-Based Comprehension

Through structured discussions, students develop oral language skills, learn to support their ideas
with evidence, and become more reflective readers. This interactive approach also creates a
supportive classroom culture that values diverse interpretations and critical inquiry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are effective strategies to improve reading
comprehension in elementary students?
Effective strategies include using graphic organizers, teaching summarization techniques,
encouraging questioning during reading, and integrating vocabulary instruction to build background
knowledge.

How can teachers use questioning to enhance reading
comprehension?
Teachers can use open-ended and inferential questions before, during, and after reading to promote
critical thinking and deeper understanding of the text.

What role does vocabulary instruction play in reading
comprehension?
Vocabulary instruction is crucial as understanding key words and phrases helps students make sense
of the text and improves overall comprehension.

How can making connections improve students’ reading
comprehension?
Encouraging students to make text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections helps them
relate to the material and enhances understanding and retention.

What is the benefit of teaching summarization skills for
reading comprehension?
Teaching summarization helps students identify main ideas and key details, which fosters better
understanding and recall of the text.

How can graphic organizers be used to support reading
comprehension?
Graphic organizers visually map out information, helping students organize thoughts, identify



relationships, and better comprehend complex texts.

Why is teaching inferencing important for reading
comprehension?
Inferencing enables students to read between the lines, understand implicit meanings, and grasp
deeper themes beyond the literal text.

How does guided reading support reading comprehension
development?
Guided reading provides targeted instruction tailored to students’ reading levels, allowing for
scaffolded support and focused skill development.

What strategies can help struggling readers improve
comprehension?
Strategies include explicit teaching of decoding skills, repeated reading, using multimodal texts,
building background knowledge, and providing plenty of practice with feedback.

Additional Resources
1. Strategies That Work: Teaching Comprehension for Understanding and Engagement
This book by Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis offers practical, research-based strategies to help
educators teach reading comprehension effectively. It emphasizes active engagement and deep
understanding through techniques like questioning, summarizing, and visualizing. The book includes
classroom examples and reproducible resources to support diverse learners.

2. Reading Comprehension Boosters: 100 Lessons to Build Reading Comprehension Skills
Authored by Edward Fry and Jacqueline Kress, this resource provides a variety of lesson plans aimed
at enhancing students’ reading comprehension abilities. The lessons focus on vocabulary
development, inference making, and critical thinking. It's designed for teachers seeking structured,
easy-to-implement strategies.

3. Close Reading and Writing from Sources
Written by Doug Buehl, this book guides educators on teaching close reading strategies to improve
comprehension and analytical skills. It focuses on helping students engage deeply with texts and use
evidence in their writing. The text is rich with classroom-tested approaches and practical suggestions.

4. The Reading Strategies Book: Your Everything Guide to Developing Skilled Readers
By Jennifer Serravallo, this comprehensive guide offers over 300 strategies tailored to various reading
levels and challenges. It helps teachers identify student needs and select appropriate interventions to
boost comprehension. The strategies are clear, actionable, and adaptable for diverse classrooms.

5. Making Thinking Visible: How to Promote Engagement, Understanding, and Independence for All
Learners
Authors Ron Ritchhart, Mark Church, and Karin Morrison explore techniques that encourage students



to articulate their thinking while reading. The book provides tools for fostering comprehension
through discussion, visualization, and reflective questioning. It supports creating a classroom culture
centered on thoughtful reading.

6. Reading for Understanding: How Reading Apprenticeship Improves Disciplinary Learning in
Secondary and College Classrooms
This work by Ruth Schoenbach, Cynthia Greenleaf, and Lynn Murphy introduces the Reading
Apprenticeship framework, which integrates reading comprehension strategies into content-area
teaching. It offers insights on scaffolding, metacognition, and collaborative learning to enhance
understanding. The book is ideal for educators teaching complex texts.

7. Comprehension Connections: Bridges to Strategic Reading
Tanny McGregor presents a visually rich resource that connects comprehension strategies to
students’ personal experiences and thinking processes. The book includes graphic organizers,
metaphors, and practical activities to make abstract concepts concrete. It aims to empower students
to become strategic, independent readers.

8. Interactive Strategies for Reading Comprehension
Deanne Spears and Gail Saunders-Smith provide interactive, student-centered strategies that
promote engagement and comprehension. The book emphasizes collaborative learning, questioning
techniques, and the use of graphic organizers. It is designed to help teachers create dynamic reading
environments.

9. Teaching Reading Comprehension to Students with Learning Difficulties
Edited by Janette K. Klingner, Sharon Vaughn, and Alison Boardman, this text focuses on evidence-
based strategies tailored for struggling readers. It covers explicit instruction, strategy instruction, and
intervention models that improve comprehension outcomes. The book is a valuable resource for
special educators and reading specialists.
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