
strategy and tactics magazine

strategy and tactics magazine stands as a cornerstone publication for
enthusiasts and professionals interested in wargaming, military history, and
strategic analysis. Since its inception, this magazine has provided in-depth
articles, detailed scenarios, and comprehensive game analyses that appeal to
both casual readers and dedicated strategists. Covering a broad spectrum from
ancient battles to modern warfare, strategy and tactics magazine offers
readers insights into military tactics, historical contexts, and the
evolution of strategic thought. This article explores the magazine’s history,
content structure, significance in the gaming community, and its impact on
strategic education. Understanding the role of strategy and tactics magazine
can enhance appreciation of military games and foster a deeper grasp of
strategic principles. The following sections will delve into the magazine’s
origin, editorial focus, content features, and its enduring influence.
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History and Evolution of Strategy and Tactics
Magazine

Strategy and tactics magazine was first published in 1967, marking the
beginning of a dedicated platform for military history enthusiasts and
gamers. Founded by a group of passionate wargamers, the magazine aimed to
combine historical accuracy with engaging gameplay elements. Over the
decades, it has evolved from a niche publication into a respected resource
that balances scholarly articles with practical gaming applications. The
magazine’s longevity and consistent quality have established it as a trusted
name in the military simulation community.

Founding and Early Years

The magazine was initially created to fill a gap in the market for detailed,
scenario-based wargames that reflected real historical events. Early editions
focused heavily on World War II battles, providing readers with both
historical context and playable scenarios. The founders emphasized accuracy
and depth, which set the publication apart from other hobbyist magazines of
the time.



Development and Expansion

As interest in military history and wargaming grew, strategy and tactics
magazine expanded its scope to include a wider range of conflicts, from
ancient warfare to modern engagements. Technological advancements and changes
in the gaming industry influenced the magazine’s format and content delivery,
incorporating graphic design improvements and more sophisticated game
mechanics. This evolution helped maintain relevance and attract a broader
audience.

Content and Features of the Magazine

Strategy and tactics magazine is renowned for its rich and varied content
that combines historical research with interactive gameplay. Each issue
typically includes a mix of detailed articles, scenario-based wargames, and
reviews of related products. The magazine’s content is meticulously
researched to ensure authenticity, appealing to both history buffs and
tactical gamers.

In-Depth Historical Articles

The magazine provides comprehensive analyses of military campaigns, battles,
and strategic doctrines. Articles often explore the background, forces
involved, and the tactical decisions that influenced outcomes. This detailed
approach offers readers an opportunity to understand the complexities behind
historical events.

Scenario-Based Wargames

One of the defining features of strategy and tactics magazine is the
inclusion of complete wargames within its pages. These games are designed to
simulate historical battles and allow readers to experience strategic
decision-making firsthand. Each game includes maps, counters, rules, and play
instructions, making it accessible for both novices and experienced players.

Reviews and Commentary

The magazine also features reviews of new wargames, books, and related
products. Expert commentary provides critical insights into the design and
educational value of these resources, helping readers make informed decisions
about their hobby investments.

Role in the Wargaming Community

Strategy and tactics magazine serves as a central hub for the wargaming



community, fostering a shared space for knowledge exchange, innovation, and
engagement. Its contributions extend beyond mere entertainment, influencing
game design and historical interpretation within the hobby.

Community Engagement and Networking

The magazine encourages interaction among readers through letters, forums,
and organized events. This engagement helps build a vibrant community where
strategies, experiences, and new ideas are exchanged, strengthening the
collective knowledge base and enthusiasm for wargaming.

Influence on Game Design

Many game designers have drawn inspiration from the magazine’s scenarios and
analytical articles. Strategy and tactics magazine has helped set standards
for historical accuracy and gameplay mechanics, influencing the development
of both tabletop and digital wargames.

Educational Value and Strategic Insights

Beyond entertainment, strategy and tactics magazine offers significant
educational benefits by promoting critical thinking and strategic analysis.
The magazine’s content helps readers develop a deeper understanding of
military strategy, operational art, and historical causality.

Enhancing Strategic Thinking

Engagement with the magazine’s scenarios and articles challenges readers to
think critically about decision-making under conditions of uncertainty and
complexity. This practice improves problem-solving skills and strategic
awareness applicable in various professional and academic contexts.

Historical Context and Learning

By providing accurate historical background and exploring the consequences of
tactical choices, strategy and tactics magazine serves as a valuable
educational tool. It helps readers appreciate the multifaceted nature of
warfare and the importance of context in shaping outcomes.

Subscription and Accessibility

Accessing strategy and tactics magazine is straightforward for interested
readers, with multiple subscription options catering to diverse preferences.



The magazine is available in print and digital formats, broadening its reach
to a global audience.

Subscription Plans

Subscribers can choose from annual or multi-issue packages, often benefiting
from bundled offers that include back issues or special editions. These plans
provide cost-effective access to a wealth of content and ensure regular
delivery of new material.

Digital Access and Archives

The digital edition of strategy and tactics magazine offers convenience and
portability, allowing readers to access content on various devices.
Additionally, an extensive archive of past issues is available, enabling in-
depth research and exploration of historical topics over time.

In-depth historical articles

Scenario-based wargames included in each issue

Expert reviews and commentary

Community engagement through letters and forums

Educational resources promoting strategic thinking

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Strategy & Tactics magazine?

Strategy & Tactics is a magazine focused on wargaming, military history, and
strategy games, providing in-depth scenarios and historical analysis.

Who publishes Strategy & Tactics magazine?

Strategy & Tactics magazine is published by Decision Games, a company
specializing in military and strategy gaming.

How often is Strategy & Tactics magazine released?

Strategy & Tactics magazine is published bimonthly, with six issues released
each year.

What kind of content can readers expect in Strategy &



Tactics?

Readers can expect detailed wargame scenarios, historical articles, maps, and
game rules focusing on various military conflicts and strategic challenges.

Is Strategy & Tactics magazine suitable for beginners
in wargaming?

While it contains detailed and complex scenarios, Strategy & Tactics can be
accessible to beginners who are interested in military history and willing to
learn wargaming mechanics.

Can I subscribe to Strategy & Tactics magazine
digitally?

Yes, Strategy & Tactics magazine offers both print and digital subscriptions,
allowing readers to access content online or via app.

Does Strategy & Tactics magazine include standalone
games?

Yes, each issue typically includes a complete wargame with maps and counters
that readers can play.

How long has Strategy & Tactics magazine been in
publication?

Strategy & Tactics was first published in 1967 and has been a leading
wargaming magazine for over five decades.

Are there community forums or groups for Strategy &
Tactics readers?

Yes, there are several online forums and social media groups where fans of
Strategy & Tactics discuss games, share strategies, and connect with other
players.

Where can I buy back issues of Strategy & Tactics
magazine?

Back issues of Strategy & Tactics can be purchased through the Decision Games
website, specialty hobby stores, and online marketplaces like eBay.

Additional Resources
1. Strategy: A History
This comprehensive book by Lawrence Freedman explores the evolution of
strategy from ancient times to the modern era. It delves into military,
political, and business strategies, providing readers with a deep
understanding of strategic thinking. Freedman’s narrative connects historical
events with strategic principles that remain relevant today.



2. The Art of War
Written by Sun Tzu, this ancient Chinese military treatise remains one of the
most influential books on strategy and tactics. It outlines fundamental
principles of warfare, including deception, flexibility, and leadership. The
concise and profound lessons have been applied beyond the battlefield to
business and personal decision-making.

3. On War
Carl von Clausewitz’s seminal work offers an in-depth analysis of the nature,
theory, and philosophy of war. The book emphasizes the complex interplay
between politics and military strategy, coining the famous notion that "war
is the continuation of politics by other means." It is essential reading for
understanding modern strategic thinking.

4. Guerrilla Warfare
Written by Che Guevara, this book presents the tactics and strategies of
irregular warfare used by small groups against larger traditional forces. It
discusses the importance of mobility, surprise, and popular support in
asymmetrical conflicts. The work remains relevant for understanding
insurgency and unconventional warfare.

5. Military Strategy: A General Theory of Power Control
By J.C. Wylie, this book offers a theoretical framework for understanding
military strategy as a method of controlling power. It distinguishes between
tactics, operations, and strategy, helping readers grasp how military actions
fit into broader strategic objectives. Wylie’s insights are valuable for both
military professionals and enthusiasts.

6. The 33 Strategies of War
Robert Greene’s book synthesizes historical examples and strategic principles
into 33 practical strategies for success in conflict and competition. It
covers offensive and defensive tactics, psychological warfare, and
leadership. This guide is useful for readers interested in applying military
strategy concepts to everyday challenges.

7. Fighting Talk: Forty Maxims on War, Peace, and Strategy
By Colin S. Gray, this concise book offers forty insightful maxims that
distill complex strategic ideas into accessible lessons. It covers a wide
range of themes including the nature of war, strategy formulation, and the
importance of adaptability. The book is a quick yet profound resource for
strategy enthusiasts.

8. Strategy in the Contemporary World
John Baylis, James J. Wirtz, and Colin S. Gray provide an analysis of modern
strategic issues, including nuclear deterrence, cyber warfare, and
counterinsurgency. The book blends theory with real-world case studies to
illustrate how strategy is applied in today’s geopolitical environment. It is
an excellent resource for students and professionals alike.

9. Decisive Battles: Their Impact on History and Strategy
By Ian Castle, this book examines key battles throughout history and their
strategic significance. It discusses how tactical decisions influenced the
outcomes and shaped the course of history. The book is ideal for readers
interested in the intersection of battlefield tactics and broader strategic
consequences.
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