
street of crocodiles

street of crocodiles is a phrase that carries multiple cultural and artistic connotations,
most notably as the title of a renowned novella by Bruno Schulz and as a critically
acclaimed puppet theater production. This article explores the origins, significance, and
adaptations of "street of crocodiles," shedding light on its literary roots and its
transformation into a unique theatrical experience. From the evocative prose of Schulz to
the innovative stagecraft that brought the story to life, the work continues to captivate
audiences with its surreal and haunting imagery. Additionally, the article examines the
thematic elements, stylistic features, and the broader impact of "street of crocodiles" in
contemporary culture. Readers will gain an in-depth understanding of how this enigmatic
title has influenced literature, theater, and visual storytelling. The following sections
provide a detailed overview of the novella, its author, the theatrical adaptation, and the
legacy of "street of crocodiles."

Overview of Street of Crocodiles Novella

Bruno Schulz: The Author Behind the Work

Theatrical Adaptation: Street of Crocodiles Puppet Show

Themes and Symbolism in Street of Crocodiles

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Overview of Street of Crocodiles Novella
The novella "Street of Crocodiles" is a seminal work in 20th-century literature, originally
written in Polish by Bruno Schulz. It was first published in 1934 as part of a collection of
short stories that explore the surreal and often unsettling world of Schulz’s imagination.
The narrative is set in a small town resembling Schulz’s native Drohobych, blending reality
with dreamlike sequences. The title story, "Street of Crocodiles," is characterized by its
richly detailed descriptions and a tone that oscillates between nostalgia and eerie fantasy.
The novella employs a stream-of-consciousness style and vivid metaphorical language to
evoke a sense of mystery and introspection. Its influence extends beyond literature,
inspiring artists and performers who seek to capture its unique atmosphere.

Plot Summary
The plot of "Street of Crocodiles" centers on a young narrator who navigates the strange,
decaying streets of his hometown. The story is fragmented and episodic, emphasizing
mood and imagery rather than a linear sequence of events. The "Street of Crocodiles" itself
is depicted as a place filled with bizarre shops and peculiar characters, symbolizing a
labyrinth of memory and identity. The narrative explores themes of transformation,



alienation, and the intersection between reality and fantasy, painting a portrait of a world
that is both familiar and otherworldly.

Literary Style and Techniques
Bruno Schulz’s writing in "Street of Crocodiles" is notable for its poetic prose and intricate
symbolism. The novella employs a variety of literary techniques, including:

Metaphorical imagery that blurs the line between animate and inanimate objects.

Stream-of-consciousness narration that reflects the protagonist’s inner thoughts.

Surrealistic elements that create a dreamlike atmosphere.

Detailed sensory descriptions that immerse the reader in the setting.

Bruno Schulz: The Author Behind the Work
Bruno Schulz was a Polish-Jewish writer and artist whose work has left a lasting mark on
modern literature and art. Born in 1892, Schulz’s life and career were tragically cut short
during World War II, but his legacy endures through his contributions to surrealism and
modernist literature. Schulz’s writing is deeply personal, drawing heavily from his own
experiences and memories of his hometown. His artistic talents extended beyond writing,
as he was also a skilled painter and illustrator, often creating visual accompaniments to his
literary works.

Biographical Background
Schulz was born in Drohobych, a small town in what is now Ukraine. He studied art in
Vienna and later worked as a teacher. His literary output was relatively small but highly
influential, with "Street of Crocodiles" considered his masterpiece. Schulz’s life was marked
by the political upheavals of his time, and he was ultimately killed during the Nazi
occupation. Despite the brevity of his career, Schulz’s innovative style has earned him a
place among the most important writers of the 20th century.

Artistic Contributions
In addition to his literary achievements, Schulz was known for his drawings and graphic art.
His artistic style shared the same surreal and fantastical qualities as his writing, often
featuring distorted figures and dreamlike compositions. Schulz’s dual talents as a writer
and artist complement each other, providing a richer context for understanding the themes
and aesthetics of "Street of Crocodiles."



Theatrical Adaptation: Street of Crocodiles
Puppet Show
One of the most innovative adaptations of "Street of Crocodiles" is the puppet theater
production created by the Handspring Puppet Company. This adaptation reimagines
Schulz’s narrative through a combination of meticulous puppetry, set design, and
atmospheric storytelling. The puppet show has been praised for its ability to capture the
eerie and poetic qualities of the original text, translating the novella’s surrealism into a
visual and tactile experience.

Production and Design
The Handspring Puppet Company’s "Street of Crocodiles" premiered in the late 1990s and
quickly gained acclaim for its craftsmanship and artistic vision. The production features
intricate puppets manipulated with precise control, bringing to life the strange characters
and settings described by Schulz. The set design incorporates textured surfaces, muted
lighting, and symbolic props to evoke the decaying urban environment of the story. The
combination of visual artistry and narrative creates an immersive theatrical experience.

Critical Reception and Impact
The puppet adaptation of "Street of Crocodiles" has been recognized as a groundbreaking
work in contemporary theater. Critics have praised its ability to convey complex emotions
and themes without relying on traditional dialogue or human actors. The show has toured
internationally and influenced other performing artists interested in experimental
storytelling and puppetry. It stands as a testament to the enduring relevance and
adaptability of Schulz’s original work.

Themes and Symbolism in Street of Crocodiles
The novella "Street of Crocodiles" is rich with themes and symbols that invite multiple
interpretations. Its exploration of memory, identity, and the passage of time is conveyed
through layered imagery and metaphor. The work’s surreal quality often blurs the
boundaries between the conscious and subconscious, reality and fantasy, creating a
complex narrative landscape.

Memory and Nostalgia
Memory plays a central role in "Street of Crocodiles," with the protagonist’s reflections
evoking a sense of longing and loss. The decaying street symbolizes the erosion of the past
and the fragility of human experience. Nostalgia permeates the narrative, imbuing the
setting with both warmth and melancholy.



Transformation and Metamorphosis
The theme of transformation is evident in the way objects and characters shift between
animate and inanimate states. This metamorphosis reflects the instability of identity and
the fluid nature of perception. The crocodiles themselves serve as symbolic creatures,
representing danger, mystery, and the unknown aspects of the self.

Alienation and Otherness
The story also addresses feelings of alienation and estrangement within the urban
environment. The protagonist’s journey through the surreal streets highlights a sense of
disconnection from reality and from others. This theme resonates with broader existential
questions about human isolation and the search for meaning.

Legacy and Cultural Impact
"Street of Crocodiles" has had a significant influence on literature, theater, and visual arts
since its publication. Bruno Schulz’s unique voice and vision continue to inspire creators
across disciplines, and the work remains a subject of scholarly interest and artistic
reinterpretation.

Influence on Literature and Art
The novella’s surreal style and thematic complexity have influenced numerous writers and
artists. Its blending of realism and fantasy paved the way for later developments in magical
realism and avant-garde literature. Schulz’s impact extends to visual arts, where his
illustrative techniques and motifs have been adopted and adapted.

Contemporary Relevance
Modern adaptations, such as the puppet theater production and various exhibitions,
demonstrate the ongoing relevance of "Street of Crocodiles." The work’s exploration of
memory, identity, and transformation resonates with contemporary audiences, ensuring its
place in the cultural canon. As both a literary masterpiece and a source of artistic
innovation, "Street of Crocodiles" endures as a powerful symbol of creative expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Street of Crocodiles'?
'Street of Crocodiles' is a renowned stop-motion animated short film created by the
Brothers Quay, inspired by the writings of Bruno Schulz.



Who directed the film 'Street of Crocodiles'?
The film 'Street of Crocodiles' was directed by the Brothers Quay, Stephen and Timothy
Quay.

What is the source material for 'Street of Crocodiles'?
'Street of Crocodiles' is based on a story by Polish writer Bruno Schulz, part of his collection
'The Street of Crocodiles.'

What animation technique is used in 'Street of
Crocodiles'?
The Brothers Quay used stop-motion animation with puppets and intricate sets to create
the surreal visuals in 'Street of Crocodiles.'

When was 'Street of Crocodiles' released?
'Street of Crocodiles' was released in 1986.

Why is 'Street of Crocodiles' considered influential in
animation?
'Street of Crocodiles' is influential due to its unique atmospheric style, pioneering use of
stop-motion, and its impact on experimental and independent animation.

What themes are explored in 'Street of Crocodiles'?
The film explores themes of memory, decay, surrealism, and the uncanny, reflecting Bruno
Schulz's literary style.

How long is the animated film 'Street of Crocodiles'?
'Street of Crocodiles' has a runtime of approximately 21 minutes.

Has 'Street of Crocodiles' won any awards?
Yes, 'Street of Crocodiles' won several awards including a BAFTA Award for Best Short
Animation.

Where can I watch 'Street of Crocodiles'?
'Street of Crocodiles' can be found on various art film platforms, some DVD collections of
the Brothers Quay's works, and occasionally on streaming services that feature
experimental animation.



Additional Resources
1. Street of Crocodiles by Bruno Schulz
This surreal and poetic collection of short stories explores the strange and fantastical world
of a small town through the eyes of a young boy. Schulz's prose is richly imaginative,
blending reality with dreamlike elements. Themes of memory, family, and the passage of
time permeate the narrative, creating a haunting and evocative atmosphere.

2. The Hour of the Star by Clarice Lispector
A poignant exploration of identity and existence, this novel delves into the life of a poor
Brazilian woman struggling to find meaning in her mundane and often harsh surroundings.
Lispector's introspective style complements the surreal and symbolic tone found in "Street
of Crocodiles," making it a compelling read for fans of introspective and experimental
literature.

3. Nightwood by Djuna Barnes
Known for its dense and poetic language, "Nightwood" is a groundbreaking modernist novel
that captures the complexities of human desire and alienation. Its dark, often surreal
atmosphere parallels the enigmatic and dreamlike qualities present in Schulz’s work,
offering readers a similarly immersive and challenging experience.

4. Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami
This novel weaves two parallel narratives filled with magical realism, metaphysical
questions, and characters on quests for self-discovery. Murakami's blending of the
mundane with the fantastical echoes the surreal ambiance of "Street of Crocodiles," inviting
readers into a world where reality and imagination blur.

5. The Melancholy of Mechagirl by Catherynne M. Valente
A collection of short stories and a novella that combine myth, folklore, and speculative
fiction with lyrical prose. Valente’s work is rich in symbolism and surreal imagery,
resonating with the haunting and otherworldly feel of Schulz's tales. The stories explore
themes of transformation, identity, and loss.

6. Invisible Cities by Italo Calvino
A poetic and imaginative reflection on cities and human experience, this book presents a
series of fantastical descriptions of imaginary cities. Calvino’s inventive narrative structure
and dreamlike visions share a kinship with the evocative and symbolic storytelling found in
"Street of Crocodiles."

7. The Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov
A satirical and fantastical novel blending supernatural elements with biting social
commentary set in Soviet Russia. Bulgakov’s narrative complexity and surreal episodes
create an atmosphere akin to Schulz’s blend of reality and the bizarre, making it a classic of
magical realism and dark humor.

8. Pedro Páramo by Juan Rulfo
This Mexican novel presents a ghostly, fragmented narrative about a man’s search for his
father in a mysterious town inhabited by spirits. Its haunting, dreamlike quality and
exploration of memory and death resonate strongly with the themes and mood of "Street of
Crocodiles."



9. House of Leaves by Mark Z. Danielewski
An experimental novel that combines horror, mystery, and metafiction through a story
about a house that is larger on the inside than the outside. Its unconventional narrative
style and surreal elements challenge readers’ perceptions of reality, echoing the unsettling
and enigmatic qualities found in Schulz’s work.
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