
strega nona lesson plans 3rd grade
strega nona lesson plans 3rd grade provide an engaging and effective framework for
teaching young learners through the beloved story of Strega Nona. These lesson plans are
designed to enhance comprehension, critical thinking, and creativity among third-grade
students, while integrating essential subjects such as reading, writing, vocabulary, and
social studies. By utilizing the captivating narrative of Strega Nona, educators can foster a
love for literature and cultural awareness. This article explores comprehensive strega nona
lesson plans 3rd grade teachers can implement, including reading activities, vocabulary
exercises, writing prompts, and cross-curricular connections. Additionally, strategies for
differentiating instruction to meet diverse learning needs will be discussed, ensuring all
students benefit from the story’s rich lessons. The following sections outline methods to
maximize student engagement and learning outcomes.
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Understanding Strega Nona and Its Educational
Value
The story of Strega Nona, written by Tomie dePaola, is a timeless children’s tale that
introduces students to themes of responsibility, kindness, and problem-solving. It revolves
around a wise old woman, Strega Nona, whose magical pasta pot causes humorous and
unexpected events. This narrative is particularly suitable for third-grade learners due to its
straightforward language, engaging plot, and moral lessons. Integrating strega nona lesson
plans 3rd grade supports literacy development and encourages students to explore
character traits and story structure.

Significance of the Story in the Curriculum
Strega Nona aligns well with third-grade curriculum goals by promoting reading fluency and
comprehension through a captivating plot. The story’s cultural background introduces
students to Italian folklore, enriching their cultural knowledge and fostering global



awareness. Educators can use this story to address multiple learning standards, including
understanding narrative elements, sequencing events, and making inferences.

Benefits for Third-Grade Students
Using strega nona lesson plans 3rd grade offers several benefits for young learners, such as
enhancing listening and reading skills, encouraging creativity, and developing social-
emotional understanding. The story’s humor and repetition make it accessible and
memorable, which aids retention. Furthermore, the moral themes help students develop
empathy and ethical reasoning.

Core Components of Strega Nona Lesson Plans
for 3rd Grade
Effective lesson plans for Strega Nona encompass various educational components that
address literacy and critical thinking skills. These plans typically include reading
comprehension, vocabulary development, writing activities, and interactive discussions.
Incorporating hands-on projects and multimedia resources can further enrich the learning
experience.

Lesson Objectives
Clear objectives are essential for guiding instruction and measuring student progress.
Common goals include:

Improving reading comprehension through story analysis

Expanding vocabulary with context-based word study

Encouraging creative writing inspired by the story

Developing critical thinking by exploring cause and effect

Enhancing cultural awareness through Italian folklore

Materials and Resources
To implement strega nona lesson plans 3rd grade effectively, teachers should prepare the
following materials:

Copies of the book Strega Nona by Tomie dePaola

Worksheets for vocabulary and comprehension exercises



Writing journals or notebooks for student responses

Visual aids such as story maps and character charts

Audio recordings or read-aloud videos (optional)

Reading Comprehension Activities
Reading comprehension is a cornerstone of literacy development in third grade. Strega
nona lesson plans 3rd grade include activities designed to deepen understanding of the
story’s plot, characters, and themes. These exercises support students in becoming
thoughtful and analytical readers.

Story Sequencing
One effective activity involves sequencing the events of the story. Students can arrange
picture cards or write summaries of key moments to reinforce chronological order and
narrative structure. This practice enhances their ability to recall details and understand
cause and effect.

Character Analysis
Exploring characters such as Strega Nona and Big Anthony allows students to examine
traits, motivations, and actions. Teachers can prompt discussions or have students
complete graphic organizers to identify character qualities and how they contribute to the
story’s message.

Question and Answer Sessions
Guided questions encourage critical thinking and comprehension. Sample questions
include:

Why did Big Anthony take the pasta pot?

What lesson does Strega Nona teach Big Anthony?

How do the townspeople react to the magical pasta pot?

What is the moral of the story?



Vocabulary and Language Skills Development
Strega nona lesson plans 3rd grade emphasize vocabulary acquisition through context
clues and word study. The story contains unique words and phrases that enrich students’
language skills and support reading proficiency.

Contextual Vocabulary Learning
Teachers can select key vocabulary words from the text and guide students in deciphering
meanings through context. This method promotes independent word learning and
reinforces comprehension.

Word Games and Activities
Engaging vocabulary games such as word searches, crossword puzzles, and matching
exercises help students internalize new terms. These activities can be tailored to the words
introduced in Strega Nona, making learning both fun and relevant.

Spelling and Phonics Integration
Incorporating spelling practice of story-related words supports phonics skills. This can be
achieved through traditional spelling tests or interactive activities like spelling bees and
phonics puzzles.

Writing and Creative Expression Exercises
Writing activities connected to Strega Nona foster creativity and reinforce literacy skills.
These exercises encourage students to express their understanding and imagination
inspired by the story.

Retelling the Story
Students can practice narrative writing by retelling the story in their own words. This
strengthens sequencing skills and comprehension while building writing fluency.

Creative Writing Prompts
Prompts related to the story stimulate imagination, such as:

Imagine you found a magical pot like Strega Nona’s. What would happen?

Write a letter to Strega Nona asking for advice.



Create an alternative ending for the story.

Illustrated Storybooks
Combining writing with art, students can create their own illustrated versions of Strega
Nona or original stories inspired by the themes. This multi-modal approach supports diverse
learning styles.

Cross-Curricular Connections and Cultural
Context
Strega nona lesson plans 3rd grade integrate cross-curricular elements to broaden
students’ understanding beyond literacy. The story’s Italian heritage provides a valuable
opportunity to explore geography, social studies, and art.

Exploring Italian Culture
Lessons can include learning about Italy’s customs, food, and traditions to contextualize the
story. This cultural exploration enhances global awareness and respect for diversity.

Art and Music Activities
Incorporating Italian-inspired art projects or music sessions connects students creatively to
the story’s setting. For example, creating pasta-themed crafts or listening to traditional
Italian folk music supports cultural immersion.

Geography and Social Studies Integration
Teachers can introduce maps, discuss Italian geography, and explore community roles to
link the story with social studies standards. This interdisciplinary approach enriches the
learning experience.

Differentiation Strategies for Diverse Learners
To ensure all students benefit from strega nona lesson plans 3rd grade, differentiation
strategies are essential. These approaches accommodate varying abilities, learning styles,
and language proficiencies.



Tiered Assignments
Providing assignments at different levels of difficulty allows students to work at an
appropriate challenge level. For example, advanced readers may analyze themes deeply,
while others focus on basic comprehension.

Visual and Kinesthetic Supports
Using visual aids such as story maps, illustrations, and hands-on activities supports learners
who benefit from concrete representations. Kinesthetic activities like acting out scenes
enhance engagement and understanding.

English Language Learners (ELL) Support
For ELL students, pre-teaching vocabulary, using simplified texts, and providing bilingual
resources help bridge language gaps. Collaborative group work also encourages language
practice in a supportive environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key themes to focus on in Strega Nona
lesson plans for 3rd grade?
Key themes to focus on include kindness, problem-solving, consequences of actions, and
the importance of listening to instructions.

How can Strega Nona be used to teach story elements
in 3rd grade?
Strega Nona can be used to teach story elements such as characters, setting, plot, problem
and solution by analyzing the story's events and discussing the roles of Strega Nona and
Big Anthony.

What activities can support comprehension of Strega
Nona for 3rd graders?
Activities like sequencing events, character role-play, creating story maps, and answering
guided reading questions help support comprehension.

How can Strega Nona lesson plans incorporate writing
skills for 3rd grade students?
Students can write their own endings, compose character diaries, or create how-to recipes



inspired by the magic pasta pot to practice narrative and expository writing.

What are some cross-curricular ideas to include in
Strega Nona lesson plans for 3rd grade?
Cross-curricular ideas include exploring Italian culture and geography, basic cooking
science with pasta, and math activities involving measurements and sequencing.

How can teachers assess understanding of Strega Nona
in 3rd grade?
Teachers can assess understanding through quizzes on story details, written summaries,
group discussions, and creative projects like drawing scenes or retelling the story.

What strategies help engage 3rd graders during Strega
Nona lessons?
Using read-alouds with expressive voices, multimedia presentations, interactive
discussions, and hands-on activities like puppet shows or cooking demonstrations help
engage students.

Are there any digital resources recommended for
teaching Strega Nona to 3rd graders?
Yes, there are digital storybooks, interactive games, and video read-alouds available online
that complement Strega Nona lesson plans and help reinforce comprehension.

How can teachers differentiate instruction when
teaching Strega Nona in 3rd grade?
Teachers can differentiate by providing audio versions for struggling readers, offering
extension activities for advanced students, and using visuals and graphic organizers to
support diverse learning needs.

Additional Resources
1. Strega Nona by Tomie dePaola
This classic tale introduces students to Strega Nona, a kind and wise old woman with
magical powers. The story focuses on themes of responsibility and community as Big
Anthony, her helper, learns an important lesson about listening and following directions.
Perfect for 3rd graders, it offers rich opportunities for discussions about consequences and
problem-solving.

2. Strega Nona’s Magic Lessons by Tomie dePaola
In this sequel, Big Anthony tries his hand at magic with humorous results. The book
reinforces lessons about practice, patience, and learning from mistakes. It’s a great follow-



up for students who enjoyed the original Strega Nona story and helps build comprehension
through familiar characters.

3. Strega Nona’s Gift by Tomie dePaola
This story explores themes of generosity and kindness as Strega Nona helps her community
with her magical gifts. It encourages discussions about helping others and the importance
of giving. The book is engaging for 3rd graders and complements lesson plans centered on
community values.

4. Tomie dePaola's Big Book of Mother Goose by Tomie dePaola
While not directly about Strega Nona, this collection of nursery rhymes illustrated by the
same author offers a rich resource for literacy lessons. It helps young readers build
phonemic awareness and enjoy rhythm and rhyme, which are foundational skills for 3rd
grade reading development.

5. Legend of Strega Nona by Tomie dePaola
This retelling of the original tale provides additional background and cultural context about
Italian folklore. It’s suitable for deeper exploration of storytelling traditions and can be used
to enhance cultural appreciation in the classroom. The book encourages students to
compare versions of the story.

6. Creative Writing with Strega Nona (Teacher Resource)
This teacher’s guide offers creative writing prompts and activities inspired by Strega Nona’s
stories. It encourages students to write their own magical tales and practice descriptive
language. The resource aligns well with 3rd grade writing standards and fosters
imagination.

7. Big Anthony and the Magic Pasta by Tomie dePaola
Focusing on Big Anthony’s humorous mishaps, this book highlights the consequences of not
following instructions. It’s an excellent tool for teaching cause and effect and sequencing
skills. The familiar character helps maintain student engagement during literacy lessons.

8. Folktales and Fables: Teaching with Strega Nona (Educational Guide)
This guide provides lesson plans and discussion questions focused on folktales, using
Strega Nona as a central example. It helps teachers explore story elements such as
character, setting, and moral lessons with 3rd graders. The resource supports cross-
curricular activities including art and social studies.

9. Strega Nona and the Missing Magic by Tomie dePaola
In this story, Strega Nona faces a new challenge when her magic goes missing, teaching
problem-solving and perseverance. The narrative encourages critical thinking and
discussion about overcoming obstacles. It’s a valuable addition for lesson plans focusing on
character development and resilience.
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