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The "Divergent" series, written by Veronica Roth, has captivated readers with its thrilling
narrative, complex characters, and thought-provoking themes. This study guide is designed
to help students navigate through the novel, analyze its components, and engage in deeper
discussions about its implications. This guide will cover key themes, character analyses,
plot summaries, discussion questions, and activities that will enhance your understanding
of the text.

Overview of Divergent

"Divergent" is set in a dystopian future where society is divided into five factions based on
human virtues: Abnegation (selflessness), Amity (peace), Candor (honesty), Dauntless
(bravery), and Erudite (intelligence). The story follows Beatrice "Tris" Prior, who discovers
that she does not fit neatly into any one faction, marking her as "Divergent." This status
poses a significant threat in a society that values conformity.

Plot Summary

1. Exposition
- Introduces the world and its factions.
- Tris’s life in Abnegation and her internal struggles regarding her identity.

2. Rising Action
- Tris chooses Dauntless during the Choosing Ceremony.
- Her initiation into Dauntless begins, showcasing physical and mental challenges.
- Tris meets Four, her instructor, and begins to develop feelings for him.

3. Climax
- The conflict between factions escalates as Erudite leads an attack on Abnegation.
- Tris’s Divergent status is revealed, making her a target.

4. Falling Action
- Tris and Four’s efforts to stop the Erudite faction.
- The moral dilemmas faced as they must decide who to trust.

5. Resolution
- The fallout from the conflict and Tris’s acceptance of her identity.
- Opens up questions about the future and the possibility of change in their society.



Main Themes

Understanding the themes of "Divergent" can deepen your comprehension of the story and
its characters.

Identity and Self-Discovery

- Tris’s journey is fundamentally one of self-discovery.
- The struggle between societal expectations and personal desires is central to her
character development.
- The concept of being "Divergent" symbolizes the complexity of human identity.

Conformity vs. Individuality

- The novel critiques a society that prioritizes conformity over individuality.
- Tris's Divergence represents the importance of embracing one's uniqueness.
- Characters like Tris and Four challenge the status quo, illustrating the value of personal
choice.

Bravery and Fear

- Bravery is a recurring theme throughout Tris's initiation into Dauntless.
- The narrative explores different forms of bravery, including the courage to face one’s
fears and the strength to stand up against injustice.
- Tris's experience in the fear landscape highlights how fear shapes identity.

Societal Structure and Power

- The faction system serves as a critique of rigid social structures.
- Examines how power dynamics affect interpersonal relationships and societal functioning.
- The conflict between factions illustrates the dangers of authoritarianism and the
consequences of blind loyalty.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters is crucial for a comprehensive grasp of the narrative.



Beatrice "Tris" Prior

- Personality: Brave, compassionate, and resilient.
- Development: Tris evolves from a self-doubting girl to a confident leader who embraces
her Divergence.
- Motivation: Driven by the desire to protect her loved ones and find her place in society.

Tobias "Four" Eaton

- Personality: Strong, mysterious, and caring.
- Role: Tris’s mentor and love interest; represents the complexity of courage.
- Development: Experiences personal growth as he confronts his past and embraces
vulnerability.

Jeanine Matthews

- Personality: Intelligent, manipulative, and ambitious.
- Role: The antagonist whose desire for power drives the conflict.
- Motivation: Believes in the superiority of the Erudite faction and seeks to impose her
vision of society.

Discussion Questions

Engaging with these questions can enhance your understanding of the text and stimulate
classroom discussion.

1. What does being "Divergent" symbolize in the context of the story?
2. How do the factions represent different aspects of human nature?
3. In what ways does Tris’s character reflect the theme of bravery?
4. Analyze the role of fear in the novel. How does it influence characters' decisions?
5. Discuss the impact of societal expectations on individual identity in Tris's world.

Activities for Deeper Engagement

To promote active learning, consider these activities:

Creative Writing

- Write a diary entry from Tris's perspective after she chooses Dauntless.
- Create a short story about a day in the life of a member of a different faction.



Debate

- Organize a class debate on the merits and drawbacks of the faction system.
- Discuss whether conformity is necessary for societal stability.

Character Map

- Create a character map that illustrates the relationships between key characters.
- Include motivations, conflicts, and how they evolve throughout the story.

Theme Analysis Essay

- Write an essay focusing on one of the central themes of the novel, providing examples
from the text to support your argument.
- Explore how Roth uses her characters and plot to convey this theme.

Conclusion

The "Divergent" series offers a rich tapestry of themes, characters, and moral questions.
This study guide serves as a tool for students to delve deeper into the novel, fostering
discussions and critical thinking. By engaging with its content, students can appreciate the
intricate layers of the story and reflect on their own beliefs about identity, bravery, and
societal structures. As you explore the world of "Divergent," remember that the journey of
self-discovery is as important as the destination.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of the Divergent series that
students should focus on during their study?
The primary theme of the Divergent series is the struggle for identity and the importance of
choice in shaping one's destiny. Students should analyze how these themes are portrayed
through the characters' decisions and the societal structure.

How does the concept of factions influence character
development in Divergent?
The concept of factions influences character development by forcing characters to align
with specific values and traits associated with their chosen faction, which impacts their
personal growth, relationships, and conflicts throughout the series.



What are some key symbols in Divergent that students
should examine?
Key symbols in Divergent include the faction tattoos, which represent identity and
commitment, and the simulation tests, which symbolize the struggle between control and
freedom. Analyzing these symbols can enhance understanding of the characters' journeys.

How does the setting of Chicago contribute to the
overall narrative of Divergent?
The dystopian setting of Chicago serves as a backdrop for the exploration of societal
divisions and the consequences of a fractured society. Students should consider how the
setting impacts the characters' experiences and choices.

What role does friendship play in the Divergent series?
Friendship plays a crucial role in the Divergent series as it provides support, loyalty, and a
sense of belonging among characters. Students should analyze how friendships influence
the characters' decisions and personal growth.

What are the main conflicts in Divergent that students
should identify?
The main conflicts in Divergent include internal conflicts within Tris as she grapples with her
identity and external conflicts between factions, particularly the power struggles and
societal expectations that drive the plot.

How does Tris Prior's character evolve throughout the
series?
Tris Prior's character evolves from a hesitant and uncertain individual to a strong and
decisive leader. Students should track her development through key moments that
challenge her beliefs and force her to confront her fears.

What discussion questions can facilitate deeper
understanding of the Divergent series?
Discussion questions could include: 'What does Divergent suggest about the nature of
bravery?' or 'How do the characters' choices reflect their values and beliefs?' These
questions encourage critical thinking and personal connection to the text.
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