
study guide answers for the glory field
Study guide answers for The Glory Field can be an invaluable resource for students
and readers seeking to deepen their understanding of this powerful novel by Walter Dean
Myers. The book spans several generations of an African American family, the Lewis
family, and delves into themes of heritage, resilience, and the enduring impact of slavery.
This article aims to provide a comprehensive study guide, answering common questions
and highlighting key themes, characters, and historical contexts within the narrative.

Overview of The Glory Field

The Glory Field is a historical novel that traces the experiences of the Lewis family over
250 years, starting from the arrival of their ancestor, Muhammad, who was captured and
sold into slavery in the 18th century, to the modern-day struggles of his descendants. The
novel is divided into several sections, each focusing on a different character and time
period, emphasizing the enduring legacy of slavery and the search for identity and
belonging.

Key Themes

Understanding the key themes in The Glory Field can help readers grasp the deeper
meanings of the text. Here are some of the significant themes:

Heritage and Identity: The novel explores how heritage shapes individual identity.1.
Each character's journey reflects their connection to their ancestors and the
struggles they endure.

Resilience: The characters exemplify resilience in the face of adversity. Their2.
determination to overcome challenges speaks to the human spirit's strength.

Family and Community: The importance of family bonds and community support is3.
highlighted throughout the novel. The Lewis family's unity plays a crucial role in
their survival and success.

Racism and Injustice: The historical context of racism and systemic injustice is a4.
constant backdrop, illustrating the struggles faced by African Americans throughout
history.

Character Analysis



The Glory Field features a diverse cast of characters, each contributing to the narrative's
richness. Below are some of the main characters:

Muhammad: The novel's first protagonist, Muhammad is captured and sold into
slavery. His journey sets the stage for the family's legacy.

Lizzy: Lizzy, a descendant of Muhammad, grapples with her identity and the impact
of slavery on her life. Her story highlights the ongoing struggle for self-definition.

Florence: Florence is a strong-willed character who embodies resilience. Her
experiences reflect the challenges faced by African Americans in the 20th century.

Jesse: Jesse's narrative illustrates the generational impact of slavery and the quest
for personal freedom and success.

Kevin: A contemporary character, Kevin represents the newer generation's
challenges and their connection to the family's history.

Historical Context

To fully appreciate The Glory Field, it's essential to understand the historical backdrop
against which the story unfolds. The novel touches upon several key historical events and
periods:

The Middle Passage: The brutal journey endured by enslaved Africans, including1.
Muhammad, who were taken from their homeland and transported to America.

The Civil War: The impact of the Civil War and the Emancipation Proclamation on2.
African Americans and their quest for freedom.

The Great Migration: The movement of African Americans from rural South to3.
urban North in search of better opportunities and escape from systemic racism.

Study Questions and Answers

In this section, we will provide study guide answers for some common questions related to
The Glory Field. These questions can help readers analyze the text more critically.



1. What is the significance of the title, The Glory Field?

The title refers to the Lewis family's land, which symbolizes their heritage, struggles, and
the connection to their ancestors. The "Glory Field" represents not only the physical land
they inhabit but also the pride and dignity that come from their shared history and
resilience.

2. How does the author portray the theme of resilience
in the novel?

Walter Dean Myers illustrates resilience through the struggles and triumphs of the Lewis
family. Characters like Lizzy and Florence face hardships yet continue to fight for their
dreams and maintain their cultural identity. Their determination to overcome obstacles
epitomizes the strength of the human spirit in the face of adversity.

3. Discuss the role of family in The Glory Field.

Family plays a crucial role in the narrative, serving as a source of strength and support for
the characters. The bonds between family members are depicted as vital for survival and
success. The novel emphasizes the importance of passing down stories and traditions,
highlighting how family history shapes individual identities.

4. How does The Glory Field address the issue of
racism?

The novel addresses racism by depicting the systemic injustices faced by the Lewis family
throughout different historical periods. Myers does not shy away from exploring the harsh
realities of slavery, segregation, and discrimination, thus providing a poignant
commentary on the African American experience.

Literary Devices and Techniques

Walter Dean Myers employs various literary devices to enhance the narrative and convey
his themes effectively. Some notable techniques include:

Flashback: The use of flashbacks allows readers to experience the historical context
and understand the characters' motivations and backgrounds.

Symbolism: The "Glory Field" symbolizes the connection to heritage and the
struggles of the Lewis family. Other symbols, such as the family’s land, represent



hope and perseverance.

Multiple Perspectives: By presenting the story through different characters’
viewpoints, Myers provides a multifaceted understanding of the family’s legacy and
the impact of history on individual lives.

Conclusion

In conclusion, study guide answers for The Glory Field offer students and readers an
opportunity to engage deeply with the text. Understanding the key themes, characters,
historical context, and literary devices is crucial for a comprehensive analysis of the novel.
Walter Dean Myers' work serves as a powerful reminder of the resilience of the human
spirit and the importance of heritage in shaping identity, making The Glory Field an
essential read for anyone interested in African American literature and history. This guide
serves as a starting point for further exploration and discussion of the novel's rich
narrative and themes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Glory Field'?
The main theme of 'The Glory Field' is the struggle for freedom and identity, particularly
in the context of African American history and the legacy of slavery.

Who is the author of 'The Glory Field'?
'The Glory Field' is authored by Walter Dean Myers.

What role does the setting play in 'The Glory Field'?
The setting, primarily the fictional Glory Field plantation, serves as a symbol of heritage
and the historical experiences of the Lewis family across generations.

How does the structure of 'The Glory Field' enhance its
narrative?
The novel is structured in a series of interconnected stories spanning multiple
generations, allowing readers to see the long-lasting impact of slavery and the resilience
of the Lewis family.

What is the significance of the character Muhammad in



'The Glory Field'?
Muhammad represents the beginning of the Lewis family's history in America, and his
journey from Africa to slavery highlights the brutal realities faced by enslaved individuals.

How does the author use symbolism in 'The Glory Field'?
The author uses symbolism, such as the Glory Field itself, to represent both a physical
space of family heritage and a metaphorical space of struggle and hope for future
generations.

What are some major events that shape the characters
in 'The Glory Field'?
Major events include the capture and enslavement of Muhammad, the Civil Rights
Movement, and personal challenges faced by later generations, all of which shape their
identities and perspectives.

How does 'The Glory Field' address the concept of
legacy?
The novel explores legacy through the experiences and memories passed down through
generations of the Lewis family, illustrating how history influences their present and
future.

What is the role of family in 'The Glory Field'?
Family plays a crucial role as a source of strength, support, and continuity, with the
characters relying on their familial ties to navigate challenges and preserve their heritage.

What lessons can readers learn from 'The Glory Field'?
Readers can learn about resilience, the importance of understanding one's history, and the
ongoing impact of systemic racism and social justice in society.
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