study guide for mere christianity

Study Guide for Mere Christianity is an essential resource for anyone seeking to delve
deeper into C.S. Lewis's profound exploration of Christian beliefs. Originally delivered as a
series of BBC radio talks during World War II, "Mere Christianity" has since become one of
the most influential Christian texts of the 20th century. This study guide will provide a
structured approach to understanding the key themes, concepts, and arguments presented
in Lewis's work, facilitating a comprehensive understanding of Christian doctrine and its
relevance in contemporary society.

Overview of the Book

C.S. Lewis's "Mere Christianity" is divided into four main sections, each addressing different
aspects of Christian theology and ethics. The book emphasizes the common beliefs that
unite all Christians, regardless of denominational differences, focusing on a rational
approach to faith.

Structure of the Book

1. Book I: Right and Wrong as a Clue to the Meaning of the Universe
- Introduction of the Moral Law

- The concept of a universal moral compass

- The argument for a Creator based on moral consciousness

2. Book Il: What Christians Believe

- The significance of the doctrine of the Trinity
- The divinity of Jesus Christ

- The implications of Christ’s resurrection

3. Book lll: Christian Behavior

- The nature of Christian virtue

- The importance of charity, hope, and faith
- The role of Christian ethics in everyday life

4. Book IV: Social Morality

- The relationship between Christianity and society
- The idea of Christian community

- The responsibilities of Christians in a secular world

Key Themes and Concepts

Understanding the key themes and concepts in "Mere Christianity" can help facilitate
deeper discussions and reflections on faith.



The Moral Law

One of the central themes in the first book is the existence of a Moral Law, which Lewis
argues is inherent in all humans. Key points include:

- Universality of Morality: Lewis posits that all people possess an innate understanding of
right and wrong, which suggests a higher moral authority.

- Contradictions in Human Behavior: He highlights the conflict between personal desires
and societal moral expectations, underlining the presence of this Moral Law.

- The Argument for God: Lewis uses the existence of the Moral Law to argue for the
existence of God, suggesting that such a law cannot exist without a divine lawgiver.

The Nature of God and Jesus Christ

In the second book, Lewis discusses the foundational beliefs about God and Jesus Christ.
Key concepts include:

- The Trinity: Lewis explains the Christian understanding of God as three persons in one
essence (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

- The Incarnation: He emphasizes the significance of Jesus Christ’s dual nature as fully God
and fully human, which is vital to Christian faith.

- The Resurrection: The resurrection of Jesus is presented as a cornerstone of Christian
belief, affirming hope for eternal life.

Christian Ethics and Virtue

The third book focuses on how Christian beliefs translate into behavior and ethics.
Significant points include:

- The Four Cardinal Virtues: Lewis discusses prudence, justice, temperance, and courage as
essential virtues for Christians.

- The Theological Virtues: He elaborates on faith, hope, and charity, which he believes are
crucial for a robust Christian life.

- Living a Christian Life: Lewis stresses the importance of embodying these virtues in daily
actions, emphasizing that faith is demonstrated through deeds.

Social Morality and Community

In the final book, Lewis examines the relationship between Christianity and society,
including:

- Christian Responsibility: He argues that Christians have a duty to promote justice and
morality in society.

- The Role of the Church: Lewis sees the Christian community as essential for spiritual
growth and mutual support.



- Challenges in a Secular World: He addresses the difficulties Christians face in remaining
true to their beliefs in a secular context, encouraging engagement rather than withdrawal.

Study Questions and Discussion Topics

To enhance comprehension and facilitate discussions, consider the following study
questions:

1. Moral Law:

- How does Lewis argue for the existence of a universal Moral Law?

- In what ways can we observe the conflict between personal desires and moral obligations
in our own lives?

2. Nature of God:
- What significance does the doctrine of the Trinity hold for understanding Christian faith?
- How does the resurrection of Jesus impact our understanding of life after death?

3. Christian Behavior:
- Why are the cardinal and theological virtues important for a Christian?
- How can we practically apply the teachings on virtues in our daily interactions?

4. Social Morality:

- What role do you think Christians should play in shaping societal values?

- How can the church effectively address contemporary moral issues while remaining true
to its teachings?

Practical Application

Understanding "Mere Christianity" is not just an academic exercise; it has practical
implications for how one lives out their faith. Here are some ways to apply Lewis's
teachings:

- Self-Reflection: Regularly examine your own beliefs and actions in light of Lewis's
discussions on morality and virtue.

- Engagement with Community: Participate in church activities and engage with fellow
believers to foster mutual growth and accountability.

- Dialogue with Others: Use the insights from "Mere Christianity" to engage in conversations
about faith, morality, and ethics with those outside the Christian community.

Conclusion

In summary, the study guide for Mere Christianity serves as a valuable tool for
understanding C.S. Lewis's insights into Christian doctrine and ethics. By exploring the key
themes, engaging in thoughtful discussions, and applying the principles outlined in the



book, readers can deepen their faith and enhance their understanding of what it means to
live a Christian life in today's world. Lewis's work remains a timeless resource, inviting
believers and seekers alike to explore the essence of Christianity with a rational and open
heart.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of C.S. Lewis's 'Mere
Christianity'?

The primary purpose of '‘Mere Christianity' is to present the core beliefs of Christianity in a
simple and accessible manner, aiming to explain the Christian faith to both believers and
non-believers.

How does C.S. Lewis define 'Christian behavior' in the
book?

C.S. Lewis defines 'Christian behavior' as living in accordance with the moral law given by
God, emphasizing virtues such as love, humility, and charity as essential to Christian life.

What role does reason play in '‘Mere Christianity’
according to Lewis?

Reason plays a crucial role in '"Mere Christianity' as Lewis argues that logical thinking and
rationality are essential for understanding faith, suggesting that Christianity is not only a
matter of feelings but also of intellect.

What is the significance of the 'moral law' in Lewis's
argument?

The 'moral law' is significant in Lewis's argument as he uses it to illustrate a universal
standard of right and wrong that transcends cultures, which he believes points to the
existence of a moral Lawgiver, i.e., God.

How does Lewis address the problem of evil in '‘Mere
Christianity'?

Lewis addresses the problem of evil by arguing that evil exists as a result of free will given
to humanity, and that this freedom is necessary for genuine love and morality to exist.

What are the three parts of C.S. Lewis's argument in
‘Mere Christianity'?

The three parts of Lewis's argument in '"Mere Christianity' include: The Law of Nature (moral
law), Christian Behavior (how to live), and Christian Beliefs (core doctrines of Christianity).



What does Lewis mean by 'Christianity as a worldview'?

Lewis means that Christianity provides a comprehensive framework for understanding life,
morality, and the universe, offering answers to fundamental questions about existence and
purpose.

How can readers apply the teachings of 'Mere
Christianity' to their daily lives?

Readers can apply the teachings by reflecting on moral choices, practicing virtues in their
interactions, and seeking to understand and live out their faith consistently in everyday
situations.

What is the impact of 'Mere Christianity' on
contemporary Christian thought?

The impact of 'Mere Christianity' on contemporary Christian thought includes its role in
popularizing apologetics, shaping modern views on morality, and encouraging a rational
approach to faith among believers and seekers alike.
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