study guide for the chosen

Study Guide for the Chosen is an essential resource for anyone looking to
deepen their understanding of the novel "The Chosen" by Chaim Potok. This
book, published in 1967, explores complex themes of friendship, faith, and
the struggle between tradition and modernity through the eyes of two Jewish
boys growing up in Brooklyn during the 1940s. This study guide aims to
provide readers with a comprehensive overview of the novel, important themes,
character analyses, and discussion questions to enhance their reading
experience.

Overview of "The Chosen"

"The Chosen" is a coming-of-age story that revolves around the friendship
between Reuven Malter and Danny Saunders. The novel is set against the
backdrop of the Jewish community and addresses significant cultural and
religious conflicts. Potok masterfully weaves together the personal struggles
of the characters with broader societal issues, making the novel not only a
tale of friendship but also a profound exploration of identity and belief.

Plot Summary

The story begins with Reuven Malter, a Modern Orthodox Jewish boy, who finds
himself in a fierce baseball game against Danny Saunders, the son of a
Hasidic rabbi. An accident during the game leads to a serious injury for
Reuven, which sets the stage for their evolving friendship. As the narrative
unfolds, the two boys confront their differing backgrounds and the
expectations placed upon them by their families and communities.

Key plot points include:

1. The Baseball Game: The initial conflict that brings Reuven and Danny
together.

2. Reuven’s Recovery: How the injury leads to a deeper understanding of each
other’s lives.

3. Danny's Struggles: His conflict with his father's expectations and his
desire to explore the world outside Hasidism.

4. Reuven'’s Academic Journey: His development as a scholar and his
relationship with his father, who is a supporter of Zionism.

5. The Climax: The boys’ ultimate confrontation with their identities and
beliefs, leading to profound personal growth.



Main Characters

Understanding the characters is crucial for grasping the novel's themes. Here
are the two main protagonists:

Reuven Malter

Reuven is the narrator of the story and represents a bridge between the
modern Jewish world and the traditional Hasidic world. He is academically
inclined, values open dialogue, and often serves as a foil to Danny’s
character. His development throughout the novel reflects the struggle of
balancing tradition with personal aspirations.

Danny Saunders

Danny, the son of a Hasidic rabbi, struggles under the weight of his father's
expectations. He is exceptionally intelligent but feels constrained by the
rigid structure of his community. His journey represents the quest for
identity and the challenge of breaking away from the confines of tradition.

Supporting Characters

- David Malter: Reuven's father, a progressive thinker who advocates for
Jewish education and Zionism.

- Rabbi Saunder: Danny's father, whose strict adherence to tradition imposes
significant pressure on Danny.

- The Tzaddik: A spiritual leader in the Hasidic community, representing the
complexities of faith and leadership.

Major Themes

"The Chosen" presents several themes that resonate deeply with readers. Here
are some of the most prominent:

1. Friendship and Rivalry

The friendship between Reuven and Danny is central to the narrative. Their
relationship evolves from rivalry to deep mutual respect and understanding,
highlighting how friendship can transcend cultural and religious boundaries.



2. Tradition vs. Modernity

The novel explores the conflict between traditional Jewish practices and
modern values. Reuven represents the modern approach, while Danny embodies
the struggle of adhering to tradition despite personal desires. This theme
raises questions about the relevance and adaptability of cultural practices
in contemporary society.

3. Identity and Self-Discovery

Both boys embark on journeys of self-discovery, grappling with their
identities within their respective communities. Danny's path leads him to
question his future as a rabbi, while Reuven seeks to understand his role in
a world shaped by his father's beliefs.

4. Faith and Doubt

Faith is a profound aspect of the characters' lives, influencing their
decisions and relationships. The novel delves into the complexities of
spiritual belief, especially as Danny struggles with his faith in the face of
personal aspirations.

Discussion Questions

To facilitate deeper engagement with the text, consider the following
discussion questions:

1. How do Reuven and Danny's backgrounds shape their perspectives on life?
2. In what ways does the relationship between Reuven and Danny reflect the
broader themes of the novel?

3. What role does family play in the development of the characters?

4. How does Potok portray the concept of faith, and what challenges do the
characters face in this regard?

5. What does the conclusion of the novel suggest about the future of Reuven
and Danny's friendship?

Conclusion

The study guide for "The Chosen" serves as a tool for readers to navigate the
rich themes and complex characters presented in Chaim Potok's novel. By
examining the intricacies of friendship, the struggle between tradition and
modernity, and the quest for identity, readers can appreciate the depth of



the narrative and its relevance to contemporary discussions about culture and
belief. Engaging with the discussion questions can further enhance the
reading experience, encouraging thoughtful reflection and dialogue about the
issues raised in the text.

As you delve into "The Chosen," take the time to reflect on your own
experiences and beliefs, as the novel invites readers to confront their
understanding of friendship, faith, and the journey towards self-discovery.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme explored in 'The Chosen'?

The primary theme of 'The Chosen' revolves around the complexities of
friendship, faith, and the struggle between tradition and modernity.

How do the characters of Reuven and Danny represent
different approaches to Jewish faith?

Reuven represents a more modern, liberal approach to Judaism, while Danny
embodies a Hasidic perspective, highlighting the tension between personal
beliefs and community expectations.

What role does the historical context play in 'The
Chosen'?

The historical context of the 1940s, including the effects of World War II
and Jewish persecution, significantly influences the characters' lives and
decisions, serving as a backdrop for their personal growth.

How does the author, Chaim Potok, use symbolism in
'‘The Chosen'?

Potok uses symbolism, such as the characters' names and the concept of sight
and blindness, to convey deeper messages about understanding, perception, and
the journey of self-discovery.

What is the significance of the relationship between
Reuven and Danny?

The relationship between Reuven and Danny signifies the power of friendship
to bridge cultural divides and illustrates the importance of empathy and
understanding in overcoming personal and societal conflicts.



How does 'The Chosen' address the concept of
parental expectations?

The novel explores parental expectations through the dynamics between Danny
and his father, emphasizing the struggles children face in reconciling their
own aspirations with those imposed by their parents.
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