
study guide questions for movie glory road
Study guide questions for movie Glory Road can be an invaluable resource for students,
educators, and movie enthusiasts alike. "Glory Road," directed by James Gartner, is a powerful sports
drama based on the true story of the Texas Western Miners basketball team, which broke racial
barriers in 1966. The film not only explores the struggles of the athletes but also delves into the
societal issues of race, equality, and perseverance. This article will provide a comprehensive set of
study guide questions that can help deepen understanding of the film's themes, characters, and
historical context.

Understanding the Historical Context

Before diving into specific study guide questions, it's essential to grasp the historical context of "Glory
Road." The film is set during a time when segregation was prevalent in America, particularly in the
realm of sports. Basketball was no exception, and the Texas Western Miners' decision to field an all-
Black starting lineup was revolutionary.

Key Historical Questions
1. What was the significance of the Texas Western Miners' victory in the 1966 NCAA Championship?
2. How did the racial dynamics of the 1960s influence college sports?
3. In what ways did the team's success contribute to the civil rights movement?
4. Discuss the impact of Coach Don Haskins' decision to recruit Black players on the team's
performance and public perception.

Character Analysis

The film's characters play a crucial role in conveying its themes. Understanding their motivations,
struggles, and growth can provide deeper insights into the narrative.

Main Characters
- Don Haskins: The head coach who faces immense pressure and prejudice as he strives to create a
winning team.
- Jerry Armstrong: A player who grapples with loyalty and the challenges of being part of a
groundbreaking team.
- Willie Cager: An athlete whose journey reflects the broader struggles of African Americans in sports.
- Bobby Joe Hill: A talented player who learns to embrace his identity and leadership.

Character-Based Questions
1. How does Coach Haskins' character evolve throughout the film?



2. What challenges do the players face, both on and off the court?
3. How do the personal backgrounds of the players influence their performance and relationships?
4. In what ways do the characters overcome stereotypes and societal expectations?

Thematic Exploration

"Glory Road" addresses various themes that resonate beyond the world of sports. Examining these
themes can provide a richer understanding of the film's message.

Major Themes
- Racism and Discrimination: The film highlights the pervasive racism of the era and the players' fight
against it.
- Teamwork and Unity: The Miners' success is a testament to the power of teamwork and mutual
respect.
- Perseverance and Resilience: The athletes' determination to succeed despite adversity serves as an
inspirational narrative.

Thematic Questions
1. How does the film portray the theme of racism, and what examples can you identify?
2. In what ways does teamwork play a vital role in the team's success?
3. Discuss how the characters demonstrate resilience in the face of challenges.
4. How does the film address the theme of identity, and what does it mean for the players?

Key Scenes and Their Significance

Certain scenes in "Glory Road" are pivotal in conveying the film's messages and character
development. Analyzing these scenes can enhance understanding of the film's impact.

Important Scenes to Analyze
1. The first practice session: How does this scene set the tone for the team's dynamics?
2. The confrontation with opposing teams and fans: What do these encounters reveal about societal
attitudes toward race?
3. The NCAA Championship game: What makes this moment climactic, and how does it reflect the
film's themes?
4. Coach Haskins’ decision-making process: How do his choices illustrate his character and leadership
style?

Scene-Based Questions
1. What emotions are portrayed in the first practice session, and how do they foreshadow future



challenges?
2. How do the players react to the hostility they face, and what does this reveal about their character?
3. Discuss the significance of the final game. What does it represent for the players and the broader
context of race relations?
4. How does the cinematography enhance the tension and emotions during key moments?

Impact and Legacy of Glory Road

Since its release, "Glory Road" has left an indelible mark on both cinema and sports culture.
Understanding its impact can provide insights into its relevance today.

Questions on Impact and Legacy
1. How has "Glory Road" influenced perceptions of race in sports?
2. In what ways has the film inspired discussions about diversity and inclusion in athletics?
3. Discuss the critical reception of "Glory Road" upon its release and its standing in sports cinema
today.
4. How do the film's messages resonate with contemporary issues related to race and equality?

Conclusion

Using study guide questions for movie Glory Road can significantly enhance one’s
understanding of this important film. By exploring its historical context, character dynamics, thematic
elements, key scenes, and lasting impact, viewers can gain a deeper appreciation for the struggles
and triumphs depicted in the story. "Glory Road" serves not only as a sports film but also as a
powerful commentary on race, unity, and the quest for equality, making it a compelling subject for
analysis and discussion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What historical events does the movie 'Glory Road' depict?
The movie 'Glory Road' depicts the true story of the Texas Western Miners basketball team, which
became the first team with an all-Black starting lineup to win the NCAA championship in 1966.

Who is the main character in 'Glory Road' and what is his role?
The main character is Coach Don Haskins, portrayed by Josh Lucas, who is determined to break racial
barriers in college basketball by recruiting Black players for his team.

What challenges did the Texas Western Miners face during



the 1966 season?
The Texas Western Miners faced significant challenges including racial discrimination, hostility from
opposing teams and fans, and the struggle to gain respect as a team of Black athletes.

How does 'Glory Road' address themes of racism and
equality?
'Glory Road' addresses themes of racism and equality by showcasing the struggles of the Black
players against societal prejudice and the impact of their success on changing perceptions in sports
and society.

What impact did the victory of Texas Western have on college
basketball?
The victory of Texas Western had a profound impact on college basketball by paving the way for
greater integration of Black athletes in the sport and challenging the racial status quo in athletics.

What role does teamwork play in the success of the Texas
Western team in 'Glory Road'?
Teamwork is central to the success of the Texas Western team, as the players learn to work together,
support each other, and overcome personal and collective obstacles to achieve their goal.

What is the significance of the final game in 'Glory Road'?
The final game in 'Glory Road' is significant as it not only determines the national championship but
also serves as a culmination of the team's journey, highlighting their perseverance and the breaking
of racial barriers.

How does 'Glory Road' illustrate the personal growth of its
characters?
'Glory Road' illustrates personal growth through the development of both Coach Haskins and the
players as they confront their own biases, build trust, and learn to stand up against discrimination
together.
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