
study of the book of matthew
The study of the book of Matthew is a profound journey into one of the most
significant texts of the New Testament. As the first book of the Christian
Bible, Matthew serves not only as a narrative of the life of Jesus Christ but
also as a theological foundation for understanding His teachings and the
establishment of the Kingdom of Heaven. This article will explore the
authorship, structure, themes, and theological implications of the book of
Matthew, providing insights that can deepen one's understanding of this
pivotal Gospel.

Authorship and Historical Context

The Gospel of Matthew is traditionally attributed to Matthew, a former tax
collector and one of Jesus' twelve apostles. Though the text itself does not
explicitly name its author, early church figures like Papias and Irenaeus
affirmed Matthew's authorship. The Gospel is believed to have been written in
the latter half of the first century, likely between 70 and 100 AD.

Understanding the historical context is essential when studying Matthew. The
Gospel was written primarily for a Jewish audience, reflecting the concerns
and experiences of early Christians who were grappling with their identity in
light of the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple in 70 AD. This event had
profound implications for Jewish Christians, as it marked a pivotal moment in
the transition from Judaism to Christianity.

Structure of the Book of Matthew

The book of Matthew is organized into five main sections that parallel the
five books of Moses, which underscores its Jewish context. This structure is
often seen as a way to present Jesus as a new Moses, fulfilling the Law and
the Prophets. The major sections include:

1. The Birth and Early Life of Jesus (Matthew 1-2)

- The genealogy of Jesus
- The birth narrative, including the visit of the Magi
- The flight into Egypt and return to Nazareth

2. The Ministry of Jesus (Matthew 3-7)



- The baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist
- The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), which includes the Beatitudes and
ethical teachings
- The calling of the first disciples

3. The Miracles and Teachings of Jesus (Matthew
8-10)

- A series of miracles demonstrating Jesus' authority over nature, illness,
and demons
- The commissioning of the twelve disciples and instructions for their
mission

4. The Parables and Teachings of Jesus (Matthew
11-13)

- Key teachings about the Kingdom of Heaven
- A collection of parables, including the Parable of the Sower and the
Parable of the Weeds

5. The Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus
(Matthew 14-28)

- The Last Supper and the events leading to Jesus' crucifixion
- The resurrection narrative and the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20)

Themes in the Book of Matthew

Several overarching themes can be identified throughout the Gospel of
Matthew, each contributing to a deeper understanding of Jesus' mission and
the nature of His Kingdom.

1. Fulfillment of Prophecy

Matthew consistently emphasizes that Jesus fulfills Old Testament prophecies.
This theme is evident from the very beginning, with the genealogy tracing
Jesus' lineage back to Abraham and David. Specific prophetic fulfillments are
highlighted, such as:

- The virgin birth (Matthew 1:22-23)



- The flight to Egypt (Matthew 2:15)
- The Crucifixion and resurrection (Matthew 27:35; 28:6)

This focus on fulfillment assures the Jewish audience that Jesus is the long-
awaited Messiah.

2. The Kingdom of Heaven

A central theme in Matthew is the concept of the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus'
teachings often revolve around what it means to be part of this Kingdom. Key
aspects include:

- The ethical standards for Kingdom living as presented in the Sermon on the
Mount
- The inclusion of the marginalized and sinners (Matthew 9:10-13)
- The parables that illustrate the nature of the Kingdom (e.g., Matthew
13:31-33)

Matthew presents the Kingdom as both a present reality and a future hope.

3. Discipleship

The Gospel of Matthew places a strong emphasis on the call to discipleship.
Jesus invites individuals to follow Him, demonstrating what it means to be a
true disciple through both teachings and actions. Key elements of
discipleship include:

- Self-denial and taking up one’s cross (Matthew 16:24)
- The importance of community and accountability among believers (Matthew
18:15-20)
- The Great Commission, which emphasizes the call to make disciples of all
nations (Matthew 28:19-20)

4. Righteousness and the Law

Matthew addresses the relationship between Jesus and the Jewish Law. In the
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus clarifies His stance on the Law, emphasizing that
He did not come to abolish it but to fulfill it (Matthew 5:17). The
righteousness that Jesus calls for is deeper than mere legal adherence; it is
a heart-centered obedience that reflects God's character.



Theological Implications

The study of the book of Matthew offers significant theological insights that
continue to resonate in Christian thought today. Some of these implications
include:

1. The Nature of Jesus

Matthew presents Jesus as both fully divine and fully human. His miraculous
birth, authoritative teachings, and works of healing showcase His divinity,
while His familial ties and human experiences affirm His humanity. This dual
nature is essential for understanding the Christian doctrine of the
Incarnation.

2. Salvation History

The genealogy in Matthew 1 highlights the broader narrative of salvation
history, connecting Jesus to key figures in Jewish tradition. It reminds
readers that Jesus is the culmination of God’s redemptive plan, fulfilling
the promises made to Abraham, David, and the prophets.

3. The Role of the Church

Matthew's Gospel emphasizes the formation of the church as a community of
believers called to live out the teachings of Jesus. The Great Commission
serves as a mandate for the church to engage in evangelism and discipleship,
underscoring the importance of community in the Christian faith.

Conclusion

The study of the book of Matthew is a rich and rewarding endeavor that opens
up a deeper understanding of Jesus' life, teachings, and the nature of the
Kingdom of Heaven. Through its structure, themes, and theological
implications, Matthew invites readers to reflect on their own discipleship
and the call to live in accordance with the values of the Kingdom. By
engaging with this Gospel, both individual believers and the broader
Christian community can find guidance, inspiration, and a profound sense of
purpose in their faith journey.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of the Book of Matthew?
The primary theme of the Book of Matthew is the fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecies in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, emphasizing His role as
the Messiah.

How does the Book of Matthew differ from the other
Gospels?
The Book of Matthew is distinct for its extensive use of Old Testament
quotations, its focus on Jesus' teachings, particularly the Sermon on the
Mount, and its emphasis on the Kingdom of Heaven.

What are the key teachings found in the Sermon on
the Mount in Matthew?
Key teachings include the Beatitudes, the Lord's Prayer, and ethical
instructions such as loving one's enemies, the importance of forgiveness, and
the call to righteousness.

Who is traditionally believed to be the author of
the Book of Matthew?
The Book of Matthew is traditionally attributed to Matthew the Apostle, a
former tax collector who became one of Jesus' twelve disciples.

What unique parables are found in the Book of
Matthew?
Unique parables in Matthew include the Parable of the Weeds, the Parable of
the Hidden Treasure, and the Parable of the Lost Sheep, which highlight
themes of God's Kingdom and grace.

How does the genealogy in Matthew's Gospel differ
from Luke's?
Matthew's genealogy traces Jesus' lineage through Joseph, emphasizing His
royal descent from King David, while Luke's genealogy traces through Mary,
focusing on His human aspects.

What is the significance of the Great Commission in



the Book of Matthew?
The Great Commission, found in Matthew 28:19-20, signifies Jesus' directive
to His disciples to spread the Gospel and baptize all nations, establishing
the mission of the Church.

How does Matthew's account of Jesus' birth differ
from that of other Gospels?
Matthew's account includes the visit of the Magi, the flight to Egypt, and
Herod's massacre of infants, emphasizing the fulfillment of prophecy and the
danger surrounding Jesus' early life.
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