
subject and predicate practice

Subject and predicate practice is an essential component of mastering the English language. Understanding
the basic structure of sentences is crucial for effective communication, whether in writing or speaking.
This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of subjects and predicates, their roles within
sentences, and practical exercises to enhance your skills.

Understanding Subjects and Predicates

In every sentence, there are two fundamental parts: the subject and the predicate. Grasping these
components is essential for constructing clear and grammatically correct sentences.

What is a Subject?

The subject of a sentence is the person, place, thing, or idea that is doing or being something. It typically
answers the question "who" or "what" the sentence is about.

- Examples of Subjects:
- Nouns: "The dog barked loudly."
- Pronouns: "She enjoys reading."
- Noun Phrases: "The tall, dark-haired man walked by."

What is a Predicate?

The predicate expresses what the subject does or what happens to the subject. It contains the verb and may
also include objects, complements, or modifiers. The predicate answers the question "what is happening?" or
"what is being said about the subject?"

- Examples of Predicates:
- Simple Predicate: "The cat sleeps." (Here, "sleeps" is the verb)
- Complete Predicate: "The cat sleeps on the couch." (Includes the verb and additional information)

Types of Subjects and Predicates

Understanding the different types of subjects and predicates can help you construct more complex and



varied sentences.

Types of Subjects

1. Simple Subject: The main noun or pronoun without any modifiers.
- Example: "The boy ran."

2. Compound Subject: Two or more subjects joined by a conjunction.
- Example: "Tom and Jerry are friends."

3. Complete Subject: The simple subject plus any modifiers.
- Example: "The big brown dog barked."

Types of Predicates

1. Simple Predicate: The main verb or verb phrase.
- Example: "The baby cried."

2. Compound Predicate: Two or more verbs or verb phrases sharing the same subject.
- Example: "She sang and danced."

3. Complete Predicate: The verb plus all the words that modify or complete its meaning.
- Example: "The team won the championship last year."

Importance of Subject and Predicate Practice

Practicing subjects and predicates is vital for several reasons:

- Clarity: Properly structured sentences enhance understanding.
- Variety: Different types of subjects and predicates can add interest to writing.
- Grammar Proficiency: Mastery of subjects and predicates is foundational for more complex grammatical
structures.

Practice Exercises

To reinforce your understanding of subjects and predicates, try the following exercises.



Exercise 1: Identify the Subject and Predicate

Read the sentences below and identify the subject and predicate. Write "S" for subject and "P" for predicate.

1. The children played in the park.
2. A beautiful painting hung on the wall.
3. My friends and I are going to the movies.
4. The sun sets in the west.
5. She loves to swim every morning.

Exercise 2: Create Sentences

Using the following subjects, create complete sentences by adding appropriate predicates.

1. The cat
2. My brother and I
3. The new student
4. The flowers in the garden
5. They

Exercise 3: Combine Sentences

Combine the following pairs of sentences to create compound subjects or predicates.

1. The dog barked. The cat slept.
2. She plays the guitar. She sings in a choir.
3. The teacher graded papers. The teacher prepared for the next class.
4. The kids are playing outside. The kids are eating ice cream.
5. I enjoy hiking. I love camping.

Exercise 4: Change the Subject or Predicate

Rewrite the following sentences by changing the subject or predicate while maintaining the structure.

1. The dog chased the ball.
2. My parents cook dinner every night.
3. The students studied for the exam.
4. He rides his bike to school.



5. The team celebrated their victory.

Common Errors in Subject and Predicate Usage

Even proficient writers may encounter common mistakes related to subjects and predicates. Awareness of
these pitfalls can help improve your writing.

Subject-Verb Agreement

One of the most frequent errors is subject-verb agreement. The verb must agree in number with the
subject.

- Incorrect: "The team are winning."
- Correct: "The team is winning."

Misplaced Modifiers

Modifiers should be placed next to the word they modify to avoid confusion.

- Incorrect: "She saw the dog running down the street quickly."
- Correct: "Quickly, she saw the dog running down the street."

Fragmented Sentences

A sentence must contain both a subject and a predicate. Incomplete sentences can confuse readers.

- Fragment: "When we went to the store."
- Complete Sentence: "When we went to the store, we bought groceries."

Resources for Further Practice

To further enhance your skills in identifying and using subjects and predicates, consider the following
resources:



- Online Grammar Quizzes: Websites like Grammarly and Purdue OWL offer various exercises.
- Workbooks: Grammar-focused workbooks often contain sections dedicated to subjects and predicates.
- Educational Videos: Platforms like YouTube have numerous educational channels that explain and
provide practice for these concepts.

Conclusion

Subject and predicate practice is a foundational skill in mastering English grammar. By understanding the
roles of subjects and predicates, recognizing different types, and engaging in regular practice, you can
enhance your ability to write and communicate effectively. With the exercises and resources provided in
this article, you are well-equipped to improve your proficiency in this essential area of grammar.
Remember, practice makes perfect, and a solid grasp of subjects and predicates will serve you well in all
forms of communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a subject in a sentence?
The subject is the part of a sentence that tells who or what the sentence is about.

What is a predicate in a sentence?
The predicate is the part of a sentence that tells something about the subject, usually containing a verb.

How can I identify the subject of a sentence?
To identify the subject, ask who or what is performing the action in the sentence.

Can a subject be implied rather than stated?
Yes, in imperative sentences, the subject is often implied and not directly stated.

What are some examples of simple predicates?
Examples of simple predicates include verbs like 'runs', 'jumps', and 'is'.

How do you find the complete subject of a sentence?
The complete subject includes the main subject and all its modifiers.



What is the difference between a compound subject and a compound
predicate?
A compound subject has two or more subjects joined by a conjunction, while a compound predicate has two
or more verbs or verb phrases that share the same subject.

Why is it important to practice identifying subjects and predicates?
Practicing subjects and predicates helps improve sentence structure and overall writing clarity.

What is a simple sentence, and how does it relate to subjects and
predicates?
A simple sentence consists of a single independent clause with one subject and one predicate.

How can diagramming sentences help with understanding subjects and
predicates?
Diagramming sentences visually represents the relationship between subjects and predicates, making it
easier to identify them.
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