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Understanding the fundamental components of sentences is crucial for mastering grammar. Two of
the most essential elements of sentence structure are the subject and the predicate. Worksheets
focusing on subjects and predicates can be incredibly helpful for students learning to identify these
components. This article will delve into what subjects and predicates are, provide examples, and
present various worksheets along with answers to enhance comprehension.

What are Subjects and Predicates?

Before diving into worksheets, it is essential to define what subjects and predicates are.

Subjects

The subject of a sentence is the person, place, thing, or idea that is doing or being something. It is
what the sentence is about. In simple terms, ask yourself, "Who or what is this sentence about?"

Examples of subjects include:
- Nouns: The cat, Sarah, the book
- Pronouns: He, they, it

Example Sentences:
- The dog barks loudly.
- Alice enjoys reading.

Predicates

The predicate is the part of the sentence that tells something about the subject. It usually contains a
verb and can include objects, complements, or modifiers. The predicate answers the question "What
is happening to the subject?"

Examples of predicates include:
- Simple Predicates: Run, play, is
- Complete Predicates: Runs fast, plays soccer, is a great cook

Example Sentences:
- The dog barks loudly.
- Alice enjoys reading books.



Components of Subjects and Predicates

Understanding the different components of subjects and predicates can help in identifying them more
easily.

Simple and Complete Subjects

- Simple Subject: The main noun or pronoun in the subject.
- Example: In the sentence "The big brown dog barks," the simple subject is dog.

- Complete Subject: The simple subject along with all its modifiers.
- Example: In the same sentence, the complete subject is The big brown dog.

Simple and Complete Predicates

- Simple Predicate: The main verb in the predicate.
- Example: In the sentence "The cat sleeps," the simple predicate is sleeps.

- Complete Predicate: The verb along with all its modifiers and objects.
- Example: In the sentence "The cat sleeps on the mat," the complete predicate is sleeps on the mat.

Benefits of Using Subject and Predicate Worksheets

Worksheets offer a structured way for students to practice identifying subjects and predicates. Here
are some benefits:

1. Reinforcement of Learning: Worksheets reinforce the concepts taught in class.
2. Independent Practice: They allow students to practice at their own pace.
3. Assessment Tools: Teachers can use worksheets to assess student understanding.
4. Variety of Activities: Worksheets can include various activities like matching, fill-in-the-blanks, and
sentence construction.

Subject and Predicate Worksheets

Below are some example worksheets that can be used for practice.

Worksheet 1: Identifying Subjects and Predicates

Instructions: Read each sentence and underline the subject once and the predicate twice.



1. The sun rises in the east.
2. My brother plays basketball every Saturday.
3. The flowers bloom in spring.
4. The teacher explains the lesson clearly.
5. Dogs bark at strangers.

Answers:
1. Subject: The sun | Predicate: rises in the east
2. Subject: My brother | Predicate: plays basketball every Saturday
3. Subject: The flowers | Predicate: bloom in spring
4. Subject: The teacher | Predicate: explains the lesson clearly
5. Subject: Dogs | Predicate: bark at strangers

Worksheet 2: Complete Subjects and Predicates

Instructions: Write the complete subject and complete predicate for each sentence.

1. The tall man in the blue shirt is running.
2. The little girl with pigtails loves to dance.
3. A flock of birds flew over the lake.
4. My grandmother's famous cookies are delicious.
5. The bright stars twinkle in the night sky.

Answers:
1. Complete Subject: The tall man in the blue shirt | Complete Predicate: is running.
2. Complete Subject: The little girl with pigtails | Complete Predicate: loves to dance.
3. Complete Subject: A flock of birds | Complete Predicate: flew over the lake.
4. Complete Subject: My grandmother's famous cookies | Complete Predicate: are delicious.
5. Complete Subject: The bright stars | Complete Predicate: twinkle in the night sky.

Worksheet 3: Fill in the Blanks

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with the correct subject or predicate.

1. _______ is my favorite book.
2. The children _______ at the park.
3. _______ are my best friends.
4. The dog _______ all night long.
5. _______ is a beautiful day.

Answers:
1. This book is my favorite book.
2. The children play at the park.
3. They are my best friends.
4. The dog barked all night long.
5. Today is a beautiful day.



Advanced Worksheets for Mastery

For students who have a good grasp of subjects and predicates, advanced worksheets can help
deepen their understanding.

Worksheet 4: Combining Sentences

Instructions: Combine the following pairs of sentences using appropriate subjects and predicates.

1. The cat is sleeping. The dog is barking.
2. The children are playing. The parents are watching.
3. The sun is shining. The sky is clear.
4. My friends are coming over. We will watch a movie.
5. The teacher assigns homework. The students complete it.

Answers:
1. The cat is sleeping while the dog is barking.
2. The children are playing while the parents are watching.
3. The sun is shining and the sky is clear.
4. My friends are coming over, and we will watch a movie.
5. The teacher assigns homework, and the students complete it.

Worksheet 5: Subject-Predicate Agreement

Instructions: Identify whether the subject and predicate agree in number. Write "Agree" or "Disagree."

1. The dogs barks loudly.
2. The girl run fast.
3. The cars zoom past.
4. The teacher explain the topic well.
5. The children plays outside.

Answers:
1. Disagree (Dogs - barks should be bark)
2. Disagree (Girl - run should be runs)
3. Agree
4. Disagree (Teacher - explain should be explains)
5. Disagree (Children - plays should be play)

Conclusion

Subject and predicate worksheets are invaluable tools for students learning the intricacies of sentence
structure. By practicing with various types of exercises, students can improve their understanding of
how sentences are constructed, leading to better writing and communication skills. The worksheets



provided in this article can serve as a foundation for both teachers and students to build upon,
ensuring that the concepts of subjects and predicates are mastered. As students become more adept
at identifying these components, they will find themselves more confident in their overall language
skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are subject and predicate worksheets?
Subject and predicate worksheets are educational tools designed to help students identify and
understand the two main components of a sentence: the subject, which tells who or what the
sentence is about, and the predicate, which tells what the subject does or is.

How can subject and predicate worksheets improve writing
skills?
By practicing with subject and predicate worksheets, students can better understand sentence
structure, which in turn enhances their writing clarity, coherence, and overall effectiveness.

What age group are subject and predicate worksheets
suitable for?
Subject and predicate worksheets are typically suitable for elementary to middle school students,
usually ranging from grades 2 to 6, depending on their understanding of grammar.

Can you provide an example of a subject and predicate
worksheet question?
Sure! An example question could be: 'Identify the subject and predicate in the sentence: 'The dog
barked loudly.' The answer would be: Subject: 'The dog'; Predicate: 'barked loudly.'

Where can I find subject and predicate worksheets with
answers?
You can find subject and predicate worksheets with answers on educational websites, teaching
resource platforms, and printable worksheet databases like Teachers Pay Teachers or Education.com.

What are some common mistakes students make with
subjects and predicates?
Common mistakes include misidentifying the subject or predicate, confusing compound subjects with
simple subjects, and neglecting to recognize implied subjects in commands or questions.
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